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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The following Sermons having been originally com- 
posed for, and delivered to, a Country Congregation, 
without the slightest idea of their obtaining greater 
publicity ; the author has availed himself, without hesi- 
tatioUy of the sentiments and even language of other 
writers, wherever he thought that, by so doing, he could 
either add weight to his own observations, or more 
clearly illustrate the subject of the Discourse — and 
references have been given in the margin to the authors 
from whom he has quoted. But, as in some few in- 
stances this has been accidentally omitted, he takes 
this opportunity of making the acknowledgihent, lest 
he should incur the charge of wilfiil plagiarism, in 
addition to that, which may perhaps be justly brought 
against him, of great 'presumption in submitting these 
Discourses to the notice of the public. 
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SERMON I. 



THE NECESSITY OF HAVING THE SPIRIT OP CHRIST. 

Romans, Chap. viii. V. 9. 
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ he is none of His. 

It is needless for me^ in discoursing to you on these 
words, to remind you of that fundamental article of our 
Christian feith which St. Peter so plainly set before the 
rukri of the people and elders of Israel, when called 
upoi^ to account for the ^^ power^ and '^ namd' by which 
he had performed the miracle of healmg a man '' Ume 
fxom Ms mother's wqwhr It is known, I trust, urdo you 
all,, that, by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom they crucified, whx)m God raised from the dead, 
even hy him was that man made whole. Neither is 
there salvation in any other, for there is none other 
name under heaven given amongst men whereby we 
must be saved. By name we mean here, any thing 
or method, which can be spoken of, or conceived. 
This, I take for granted, that you know ; and happy 
should I be ; if I could express my conviction of your 
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4 THE NECESSITY OF HAVING 

application of that knowledge, to the various circum- 
stances of life, so that it may be made the rule of your ac- 
tions; for this is the great end of all knowledge. Ify^ 
know these things^ said our Lord himself to his disciples, 
happy are ye if ye do them. And you remember that, 
on another occasion he said. Why call ye me Lard, 
Lard, if ye da not the things which I say 9 Why do 
you profess to be my disciples, if you do not adopt my 
system, or manner and opinions ? It is not therefore 
sufficient for us to know that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners. It is not sufficient for us to be- 
lieve that through him we have access unto the Father. 
But this knowledge must be displayed by the similarity 
of our actions to his ; — ^we must approach the Father 
by following his steps. When you look at the character 
given of him by St Paul in the seventh chapter of 
Hebrews, twenty-sixth verse, you find that he was ^'holy, 
harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners r When 
you read the description given of him in the Gospels, 
you discover every where the most ardent attachment 
to his Father, the most humble resignation to his will, 
and the most earnest zeal in performing his commands. 
Hence, therefore, you learn what was the Spirit that 
guided all his actions ; — ^you see what was the example 
which he set before his foUowers while with them, and 
which he left them when he ascended to the right hand 
of his Father. You see how that Spirit influenced him 
in his intercourse with the world, in circumstances very 
similar to such as may happen to be your own. Now 
the Apostle in the text says, '^ If any man have fiot the 
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Spirit of Christ Jw is none of His ^ — ^that is, any man who 
has been blessed with the knowledge of Christianity — 
plainly meaning that unless the actions of Chris- 
tians are guided by the same Spirit — ^if they do not 
try to copy his example, and to follow his steps, they can 
never expect to be numbered amongst those who will be 
saved by him — ^they are not of his sheep in this world, and 
will never be placed as such on hb right hand at the 
day of judgment. This is a most awfiil consideration, 
but it is no less true than awfiil, for Christ himself has 
said it — ^his Apostles have repeated it — and even the 
** still small voiceT of conscience whispers continually to 
us, that if we would be where Christ now sitteth in hea- 
ven — if we would ever be united to him hereafter, we 
must be like him here. We have no alternative left, for 
if we are not like him — ^if we '* have not the Spirit of 
Christ,** St. Paul's language in the text is at once de- 
cisive of our doom. And what ! though the condition 
of the world may be materially altered since the time 
when he " tabernacled** amongst men ; — what ! though 
your own sphere of life may be different from that of his, 
when he had not even *' where to lay his head ;" when he 
had to hide himself from the malice of his enemies, and 
was obliged to be supported by the charity of his friends ; 
are you to suppose that you cannot be expected thus 
" to follow his steps;'* and that, therefore, you may be 
released from the obligation of " being conformed to his 
imaged by the imitation of his example ? 

It should always be borne in mind that the character 
of our Lord, as given in the gospels, is designed as a 

b2 



6 THE NECESSITY OP HATING 

general rule. A few incidents in his life, it is true, only 
are recorded, for, if the many other things which Jesus 
did^ had been written every one, the Evangelbt sup- 
poses that '' the world itself could not contain the hooks 
that should he written^ This rule you are to reduce 
to practice according to your peculiar circumstances ; 
shewing that the principle that actuates you is the same, 
though the manner of displaying it, may he somewhat 
different. You should take a general view of the spirit 
that actuated him. You should suppose that he was now 
on earth ; and you should oftentimes ask yourselves, 
during the day — ^if thinking, how he would have 
thought, — ^if speaking, what he would have said ; — or 
when acting, what he would have done. And if, upon 
examination you find that you have reason to confess a 
great difference between your own, and what you might 
suppose would have been his conduct in the same cir- 
cumstances, you should beseech God to enable you, so 
to act up to what you thus think would have been the 
behaviour of your Lord, that you may henceforth be ac- 
tuated truly by his spirit, and be owned for his at the 
last day. By this simple, and most easy examination 
of your own hearts and actions, you would very soon 
ascertain whether you had the Spirit of Christ or not ; 
you would very soon find out whether you were carnally 
minded or spiritually minded ; and I have no doubt 
if you carried on the examination " in sincerity and 
truth'' you would shew forth his praise, not only 
with your lips, but iii your lives, by giving up your- 
selves wholly to his service, and walking before him in 
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THE spiarr of chkist. 7 

true holiness and righteousness during the remamder of 
your days. 

In order, therefore, to enable you to enter upon such 
an examination, let me point out to you a little more 
at large how you should conduct it in the three par* 
ticulars already mentioned, of thoughts, words, and 
actions. And, ' perhaps, there is no point of greater 
importance than the regulation of your thoughts. Ac- 
tions may be infliienced by opinion — the praise or 
blame of our fellow creatures, b^t the thoughts of 
tiie heart are less subject to the same controul. No 
human eye sees them. Human penetration cannot 
fathom them. And all the time that the outward bear- 
ing of a man may seem virtuous and praiseworthy, his 
heart may be the depository of every species of impu- 
rity and crime. Now the only way properly to regulate 
the thoughts of the heart is, to ask yourselves indivi- 
dually, how would my Saviour have thought were he in 
my present situation? Would he have indulged in 
these thoughts which now pervade my breast ? Would 
he, when hearing the praises of others, have entertained 
my present feelings of envy ? Would he have thought 
his lot a hard one, had he been poor like me ? ' Would 
he hsCve thought day and night about the gratification of 
his desires ? Would he have continually tonged after for- 
bidden pleasures ? Would his thoughts have been wan- 
dering when engaged in prayer? Would he have 
thought it irksome to come to the house of God ? In 
short, just pause for a moment, to consider Whether your 
Saviour JeSus Christ would have been thinking as you 

b3 



8 THE NECESSITY OF HAVING 

are thinking at this present time ? If your heart says 
no^ does it not plainly tell you at the same time that, as 
long as you continue to indulge such thoughts you have 
not his spirit mthin^ you f Whenever, therefore, you 
find your mind dwelling on improper and vicious 
thoughts — ^thoughts of lust, of unlawfiil gain, of mur- 
muring against God, or of ill-will towards man — 
let each ask himself this plain question, — ^would my 
Saviour have thought so ? And if you have any spark 
of love towards God within you, or any fear of future 
punishment, you will at once repel the guilty train of 
thought in which you may have indulged, and which 
has been suggested to you by your adversary the devil, 
calling to your recollection the example of your Master, 
as well as that solemn precept, thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind : and you will earnestly beseech God, 
the giver of every good and perfect gift, that " His Holy 
Spirit may in all things direct and rule your hearts."* 

Let men but do the same with regard to their words, 
and what a stop would be put to those fearftil impreca- 
tions, and blasphemous expressions which are so con- 
tinually heard from every quarter ! Who would call 
down upon himself or others, God's direct vengeance, 
that would reflect whether his Saviour would have done 
the same ? Few surely would indulge in thejilthy conn 
versation of the zmcked, in foolish talking, and jesting 
which is not convenient ; i. e. which is highly unbecom- 
ing in, and extremely dangerous to, a man, — ^if they 
would but reflect in the manner I point out, they 
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would remember that he said ** swear not at allf* that 
he warned his hearers^ that by ihAr wards they should 
be condemned, or justified, L e. pronomiced innocent ; 
and they would bear in mind, the meekness of his 
reply to the unfeeling insult o£^red to him when be- 
fore the High Priest, " by one of the officers that stood 
byr They would see that, on every occasion^ it was the 
principle of their Lord, '' To take heed to his ways that 
he offended net with his tongue!* 

But carry your ideas still fiirther, and consider when 
acting, what Christ would have done ? ^ Whether he 
would have done as you are doing, or were about to do ? 
*^ The time would fail me"* were I to point out to 
you a thousandth part of those circumstances, in which 
this question would produce the most material and be- 
neficial change in the conduct of mankind ; but who 
among us does not see, that if the example of our 
Saviour did but operate as it ought, and as it must do, 
if men wiU be owned as Ms, much of the vice, and 
consequently of the misery of which we now.complain, 
would instantaneously vanish ; while virtue and its at- 
tendant happiness took their place ? It would be rare 
to find an adulterer, a drunkard, a thief, or a fraudulent 
person. The effect it would have upon men would be, 
that it would be their " meat and drink"' as it was 
Ms^todothewiUofhis FatherwMch is in heaven." 
So that, to use the language of a pious writer,* '^ if a 
man came in upon you any hour of the day and 
asked you what you were doing, and whose work it 
was that you were upon, you might truly be able to 

♦ Baxter. — Divine Life, vol. 1, p. 185. 
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say * the Lord's J If you were asked, ' tdio are yoa 
now speakmg for, or spending your time for ; or for 
whom do you expend your wealth, you might truly 
say, of every hour, and every penny, and every word, 
'' it is for the Lord.** And now I intreat you to 
remember, that this effect would not only contribute 
to the peace and satis&ction of your minds here, and 
is therefore what ought to be produced in your words, 
and thoughts, and actions; but still more than aU, 
that, if ever you hope to derive any advantage from 
the coming of Christ into the world — ^if ever you expect 
to be admitted into the mansions of eternal bliss, it 
must be produced in you. You must have the '* Spirit 
of Christ" if you would be called Ids. You must 
think, and speak, and act, according to the best of your 
ability — as he would have thought, spoken, and acted, 
had he been in your idtuaiion. Do not, like the dis- 
ciples, think within yourselves, *^this is a hard say- 
ing,*' for consider how great assistance God affords you 
to enable you to do so. Of yourselves you are weak ; 
" you cannot turn and do things pleasing to God ;" but 
he promises you the aid of the Holy Spirit to help your 
infirmities, to give you strength to put your good re- 
solutions into effect. If you try to be like your Saviour 
—if, after you have considered his character, you en- 
deavour to copy it, why should you doubt of success ? 
God is not a hard Master, requiring more from you 
than you can perform : but he does certainly require 
that every man should have this spirit of Christ ; that 
is, should follow)(Jus example and live as he directs. 
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It is clear^ therefore, that every man may have it if he 
is not wilfiilly resolved to " lose his oxm soul!* 

But here, perhaps you wfll tell m^, and r^er tcto to 
St. Paul as your authority, that those only can he 
thus C9nf armed to the image of Ms Son, whom he has 
predestinated and called to he so. And, has not God 
Almighty hefore the fall of Adam, even before time 
was, predestinated or xoilled that all mem should be saved 
and come to the knowledge of the truth? Has he not 
Cfdled all men by the preaching of his Son — of the 
Apostles— and 6f the present Ministers of the Qospel, 
to that knowledge ? Has he not justified every true 
believer who obeys the call, from all his former sins ? 
And has he not given him the glorious privileges of the 
present means of grace, and of the hope of future 
felicity ? What shall we say then to tliese things, for 
if God he for us, who can he against us? If God has 
dotie so much to enable us to be conformed to the image 
of his Son, that " he might he the firstborn among many 
brethren^ ihat there taught be many who, following 
his steps would resemble him in their thoughts, words-, 
and actions, who or what can possibly prevent our 
being so, but our own bbstiilate determination to con^ 
tinue in sin, and to live after the flesh and not after the 
Spirit ? What can prevent our being Christ's, but our 
resolution not to have his Spirit ? What can prevent 
our finding '* rest unto our souls,*' but our refusing to 
come to him, to take his yoke upon us, and to learn 
of Imn,? What can prevent our having Ufe, but Kke 
the Jeyii, our not being willing to have it ? 
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Men may talk of predestination to eternal life, as 
the privilege only ci a few. They may excuse the 
multitude of tiieir ons by the plea of not being 
** called,'' but ''hear what comfiNrtaUe words our Sa- 
viour Christ saith unto all that truly turn to hintT 
*^CamewUo me all that travail and are heavy laden 
and I wUl refresh yeuT *' God to loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son, to the end that all that 
believem him should not perish, hut have everlasting V^e!* 
And St. Paul argues from this SsjA, '^thai he that 
spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us 
ALL, how shall he not with him also freely give us all 
things J* It was God's fixed purpose and determination 
from the begmning, acting upon general rules of justice, 
and not from particular motives of partiality, to reward 
all those that believe and obey with tiie blesang of 
eternal life, and to punish all those who will not believe 
with eternal death. '' Whosoever heareth tiie word of 
'' God and foUoweth it, the same is elect by him ; — 
'^ again, whosoever refrisetii to hear the word of God 
** and foUqw the same, is damned. He never will believe 
and hear it at any friture time more than he does now, 
and so may be well said to be damned already."* But 
remember that he has set before all an example which 
he expects them to copy. He has promised to all, 
assistance to enable them to do so, and, therefore, tiie 
final condition of every man must depend on the charac- 
ter of his own conduct. If that conduct proceeds from 
a carnal — ^a worldly — ^a sinfrd and disbelieving mind, 
no tongue can tell, no heart conceive the bitter con- 

* Bp. Latimer. 



4i 






THE SPIRIT 01^ CHRIST. 13 

sequences ; but if it is directed by the Spirit of Christ, 
its reward shall be an eternal weight of glory. *' Let, 
" therefore gracious Lord^ thy Spirit rest upon us ; graft 
in our hearts the love of thy name ; be thou our guide, 
our light, and our support till we come to thee, and to 
that inheritance which thou hast prepared in heaven 
'' for them that love and serve thee ; — ^And this we beg 
*' for thy promise sake, for thy mercy's sake, and for the 
" sake of that love which thou ever bearest to our souls ; 
for which, all glory, praise, and thanks be ascribed 
to thee, with the Father and Holy Ghost, by us, and 
all thy faithful servants henceforth and for ever. 
'' Amen.** * 

• Bp. Wilson. 
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SERMON 11. 



THE christian's RULE OF STUDY. 

Titus, Chap. hi. V. 9. 

But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and 
strivings about the Law, for they are unprofitable and vain. 

There is no feeling more common^ or more injurious 
in its consequences^ than the spirit of needless curiosity 
in matters of religion. It has ever been a blot on the 
character of man^ to have displayed an eager desire to 
penetrate into things which could contribute neither to 
his comfort nor usefulness, passing by at the same time 
the most satisfactory and important truths. ^'Lord are 
there few to be saved ?" was a question put by the dis- 
ciples to our Lord, but received no direct reply ; and 
even Peter subjected himself to a severe rebuke from 
his Master, from an over anxiety as to the fixture destiny 
of the " beloved disciple." If you unroll the records 
of history and trace the religious feelings of mankind, 
you will discover the same propensity very strongly 
developed ; and it is not I fear, bringing an Ul-f bunded 
charge against our own times,* to say that much of reli- 
gion is made to consist in displaying an acquaintance 
with high and mysterious doctrines, rather than in the 
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practical application of those precepts^ which have been 
recorded and preserved for our guidance and edification. 
Let me not be misunderstood, — I am not attempting to 
undervalue, or to discourage you from forming an ac- 
quaintance with — or contemplating the sublimer doc- 
trines of — ^the Christian faith* My wish is to guard 
you, as St. Paul in the text guards Titus, from em- 
ploying himself about *' questioTMT which are of no prac- 
tical utiKty, and only tend to divert the mind from 
the maintenance of " good works, which are good and 
profitable, unto men.'' We will examine then : — 

I. The force of his advice to Titus ; and 

II. How we are to profit by it. — 

Titus th^n^ you must observe, was a convert of 
St« P^ul, and this epistle was written to him when in 
Crete, in order to supply him with rules for the ma- 
nagement of the church under his care, and for the 
guidance of his own conduct and mode of preaching. 
St. Paul tells him what topics to press continually on the 
minds of his hearers ; — '' This is a faithful saving, and 
these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they 
which have believed in God might be careful to maintain 
good works, for these things are good and profitable unto 
men.'' Now if we consider the nature of these topics, 
we find them to be, obedience to civil authority, a 
readiness to every good action, not reviling or slan- 
dering any man, but acting with gentleness and meek- 
ness to all men. And he argues that this is unquestion- 
ably their duty, because they themselves had experienced 
far greater kindness and patience from God. Influ- 
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enced therefore by gratitude and love, and encouraged 
by the promises of the gospel, they were to abound in the 
practice of good works. Having thus told him what to 
enforce, he tells him next what to avoid — *^But avoid 
foolish questions^ and genealogies, and contentions, and 
strivings about the law, for they are unprofitable and vainJ* 
Titus was by all means to insist upon the great doctrines 
of the gospel, but carefiiUy to avoid those subtile reason- 
ings, in which some who still called themselves Chris- 
tians indulged; and ''genealogies," to which the Jews 
were attached, as if men were better in the sight of God 
from the accidental circumstance of being descended 
from the Patriarchs. These matters, and the contests 
and angry disputes of the Jewish teachers about the 
Mosaic Law, and the obligations of its ceremonies, were 
utterly '' vain"" under the Christian dispensation, and 
only amused men's minds with such speculations as took 
them off from the great doctrines and duties of Chris- 
tianity. These, he was wholly to " avoid,** they were 
sure to be the fertile source of disunion and religious 
animosity, and so far from tending to the moral unprove- 
ment of the world, or to the advancement of true re- 
ligion, they would inevitably be the means of retarding 
both. Perhaps it may be thought that these directions 
are exclusively applicable to Titus, and it is true that 
we cannot indulge in the practices which the apostle 
condemns ; but yet, a very little observation will con- 
vince us that they contain a general rule, against which 
we may very easily offend. We are all too prone to 
think more 6f speculative than of practical religion ; 
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more inclined to talk about it, than to practice it ; to 
study our Bible more with a view to increase our know- 
ledge of its contents, than to put into execution the 
precepts it enjoins. 

We forget that the Bible is intended fpr correction, 
for '' instruction in righteoumess,"* its object is to im- 
prove, not to amuse ; to prepare us for eternity here- 
after, not to afford us matter of curious and unprofitable 
inqmry here. And yet, if the question were plainly put, 
whether you constantly read your Bible with the sole 
intention of becoming *' wise unto salvation,** by the 
application of its rules to your own conduct ; do you 
think you could say that you read it with that view ; 
and not, either as the performance of a duty, or in order 
to amuse yourself with the interesting matter it con- 
tains ? Both these practices are too common, and the 
text conveys a caution against them. There is indeed 
a third, but as it is not so applicable to my present 
hearers, I shall do no more than allude to it, I mean 
the practice of studying the Bible merely with the view 
of being able to contradict the opinions of others ; this 
is too common a practice, and one from which no good 
can reasonably be expected to result to those who in- 
dulge in it. 

But let me address myself to those who study their 
Bible, merely as the performance of a duty, who think 
themselves bound, for the sake of keeping up appear- 
ances, to read perhaps one or two chapters every day, 
or only it may be on the Sabbath day, and having read 
them, shut the book, and never once think of the 
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necesjsity of '^ inwardly digesting the holy nourishment 
they have been feeding on. Surely such a study of the 
sacred volume as this, can never enable the reader to 
compare ''spiritual things mthspirituair to satisfy his 
mind that ^ these things were so^ and to lead him to 
believe on the only ground on which faith will be im- 
puted unto man for righteousness, i. e. the ground of con- 
viction. Faith, proceeding from any other source than 
conviction, produced by evidence, is null and void ; but 
they who thus carelessly study the evidence of Scripture^ 
can never obtain this conviction, they never allow the 
evidence to sink into their minds, they never pray to 
God to write it on the table of their hearts ; and, there- 
fore, if they say that they believe, there is reason to 
fear that they believe — they know not what or why. 
Very similar is the case of those, who, only read their 
Bible in order to amuse themselves with the interesting 
matter it contains. 

No book certainly does contain such exalted, such 
interesting matter as the Bible. Considering it either 
in an historical or poetical point of view, we m,ay well 
apply to it the words of a celebrated writer, that it is 
the rich treasury of all the sublimity of thought, 
moving tenderness of passion, and vigorous strength 
of expression which are to be found in all the lan- 
guage by which mortals declare their mind." But 
how can even this pre-eminent beauty of style, and 
language, and idea profit him, who does not feel that 
it has been employed by the Spirit of God> in con- 
descension to the weakness of man, in order to arrest 
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his wsmdemg thoiigfats, and to fix them upon those 
hnportaht tiruths> which these beauties conceal ! For 
instance^ St. Paul says^ if any mdow have children or 
nephews, let them learn first to shew piety at home, and 
to reqtdte their parents, for that is godd and acceptable 
h^ore God. "^'To do things acceptable to God— is 
' comnion language^ to do things acceptable before, or 
in ihe presence of Ood — ^is an Hebrew phrase; but 
does it not enlarge the thought aiid enliven ancl in^ 
yigoraie HIoq expression ? It places every serious reader 
under the immediate inspection^ and all-seeing eye of 
the itnost Highest^ making (rod an actual spectator of 
the deed ; and caii hardly fail to inspire him with a 
religious awe for that immense and adorable presence."* 
And similar will be the result, whatever be the passage 
selected by him who feels what he is about, and sees in 
every parable or simily used by our Lord, a picture of 
human nature in some of its varied forms. But he 
must not $top here, he must bring the subject home to 
his own heart> he must apply to himself the portions 
which strike mo* forcibly upon his attention. When 
he b^nds in silent sorrow over that moumfol picture of 
the Messiah, as despised and rejected of men, a man of 
sorrows, and acqztainted with grief, he must feel that 
he was wounded for his transgressions, that he was 
bruised for M^ iniquities ; the chastisement of his peace 
was upon him, and with his stripes he is healed. When 
he reads that gracious invitation, come unto me all ye 
that labour and are heavy laden and I zaill give you 
rest, he must see that he is in duty, in gratitude 

* Blackw all's Sacred Classics. 
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bound to take his yoke upon him and learn of him. Or 
when again he sees, with the eye of imagination, the 
haughty Felix trembling before the prisoner Paul, as he 
** reasoned of rigkteomness, temperance, and judgment to 
come^ he must not himself, dismisong the unpleasmg 
theme till some more convenient season, stifle, but cherish 
and listen to those stirrings of an awakenened consci^ice, 
which the picture (of himself perhaps) is so well calcu- 
lated, and was intended to produce. He must place him- 
self in Felix's situation and see whether he has not equal 
cause to tremble. And when he beholds the father 
running to meet the returning prodigal, let him see how 
God will treat him if he will but arise, go to him, 
and own his sin. Whenever you read or listen to the 
Bible with any other view than that of applying it to 
your own case, you are acting contrary to the rule given 
in the text by St. Paul ; your reading will be unprqfit- 
able and vain, you may have stored your head with 
subtile but ''foolish questions,'* and perplexing distinc- 
tions in theology, but you will have failed of obtaining 
tjiat knowledge which will make you wise unto salvation. 
To your own individual case, therefore, must you apply 
all the lei^ding doctrines of the gospel ; — ^the ML of man, 
his consequent corruption and sinfiilness, his redemption 
by Jesus Christ, his justification by his merits, his pu- 
rification by his blood, his regeneration by his spirit, 
his sanctification by his grace, and his salvation by the 
mercy of God. These doctrines, when you read of them 
in your Bible you must apply to yourselves ; you are to 
consider them as if they had been written about you. 
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and not about those only whose names are mentioned 
in the sacred volume — ^they are as true a description 
of your state by nature, and by grace, as they are of 
Adam's. 

The description ^ren in the Bible of sinners in those 
days, is exactly the same as that which would be given 
of them now, (if indeed the present race of sinners are 
not more wicked than they were of old) the punish- 
ments threatened against both are the same, and their 
means of escape from them are the same. And, there- 
fore, as long as the world stands, the rules and examples 
given in the Bible will apply to all mankind, and each 
individual of the race will be expected to conform his 
own life according to them, and to apply to himself all 
its promises and threats. The more he contemplates 
it the more he perceives its adaptation to his own pe- 
culiar state, it is Ught to the darkness of his reason, 
peace to the tumult of his conscience, joy to the 
anguish of his mind, and h>pe to the gloom of his 
despair. It is true, the pride and vanity of man are 
averse from this ; we are too apt to pass rapidly, and 
with conscious haste, over what suits our own case, 
and are ready enough to pause upon what affects our 
neighbour. But, believe me, till we have applied 
every word to our own hearts, we must not presume 
to apply it to others, and to be enabled to do so, both 
meditation and self-examination are required. David 
declares that the man whose delight is in the law 
of the Lord will meditate therein day and night ; of 
himself he aflirms, mine eyes prevent the night watches 

c2 
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UuU I might meditate on thy ward ; and again, while I 

was thus musing the fire kindled. T\iefire of devotion 

which bums so languidly in the human breast, and 

which is so easily extinguished, requires to be kept alive 

by constant meditation : and how will our meditation 

be r^aid ! We shall discover the proper remedy for 

every infirmity of our nature, and consolation suited to 

every affiction of life. We shall find that there the 

jiist is confirmed in his path, the sinner is reclaimed, 

the penitent revived with hopes of pardon, while every 

sincere and fguthfid follower of Jesus Christ is supported, 

ih all the difficulties and labours of obedience, \^th the 

assurance dT God's gracious assistance herej and of his 

fioll and perfect forgiveness hereafter. ^ This will be the 

result of a pious and practical attention to the word of 

God, avoiding fooUsh qtiestions and distinctions, and 

ininding solely the things that make for peace. And 

how truly would both our individual and public peace 

be promoted, if men could be thus induced to follow the 

Apostle's advice as I have endeavoured to explain it ! 

Peace of conscience it would most indii^utably promote, 

and nothing seems so likely to cherish religious peace 

amongst Christians. We should hear but little of the 

many divisions that now unhappily exist amongst iis, 

and while no one countenanced error all would agree 

as to the means by which alone we must be saved. 

When, therefore, you sit down to the perusal of the 

Holy Scriptures, avoid attempting to discover things 

which are too great and wonderfiil for you, for they 

will prove " vain and unprofitable'' for you. Study those. 
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parts which you find you can understand. Choose the 
writings which may be worth your study^ and then 
labour to digest them, and not rest in the empty amuse*- 
ment which a few wandering unconnected and undi- 
gested ideas may give you, while they pass through 
your minds, like so many images over a mirror, leaving 
no impression behind them. And who is there that can 
read, that cannot understand the gospels ? But, above 
all things, never read your Bible without a prayer to 
God to enable you to discover the hidden treasures of 
his word. Though you give no utterance to your 
prayer, let your heart breathe it forth to hina who 
seeth in secret. Beseech him to " open your eyes that 
you may see the wonderous things of his Law" Beseech 
•him to ^' give you understanding, that you may keep his 
commandments!^ that you may apply his promises and 
his threats so to your own case, that they may form 
the guiding principle of your actions, so that you may 
truly say with the publican, when perusing the affecting 
narrative of his humility, God be merciful to' me a sior 
ner. Or, when in the hour of death, recalling to mind 
the martyrdom of St. Stephen, you may witl^ him raise 
your eye to heaven and exclaim, with sure confidence in 
his acceptance of your prayer, Lorrf Jesus, receive my 
Spirit. 
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SERMON III. 



ON THE DUTY OF FEATING ONB FOK ANOTHSR. 

Ephbsianb, Chap. ti. V. 18. 

Praying always with all prayer, and supplication in the Spirit* and 
watching therennto with all pertereranoe, and supplication for all 
Saints. 

The Church of Christy that is the whole body of trae 
and nncere Christians^ is always represented in Scrip- 
tore as one large fiunily, characterized by certain dis- 
tinguishing marks of unanunity and mutaal good will; 
and united by one common tie of the ''same faiths and 
the same comfortable hopes of eternal life^** and this 
likewise is the character given of them by one of the 
earliest Christian writers. Whatever diiBference there 
might happen to be in thdr opinions, tempers, and 
dispositions, of whom this family was composed, it 
was but natural to expect that they should all be actu- 
ated by one common feeling of interest in the wel&re 
of each other; and be anxious to promote, as far as lay 
within the sphere of each one's ability, the edification 
and happiness of his brethren, regarding, as every 
Christian is exhorted to do, every man as a brotiier, 
until his conduct should happen to demand their separa- 
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tion from him.* Without this common feeling, neither 
the participation in the highest privileges, nor the joint 
expectation of the same blessings, could preserve that 
degree of concord which is necessary to the peace, and 
comfort of a spiritual, as well as of an earthly family. 
Accordingly, therefore, we find from the vmter before 
mentioned, that they '^assisted orphans and widows, 
and those who had spent their flourishing days in the 
service of the Church, they maintained .those unhappy 
wretches that were ruined by the sea, that were con- 
demned to the Mines, banished to Isles or Desarts, or 
starved in prison. Indeed, says he, we enjoy the same 
harmony and friendship, as if we had all but one mind, 
and one soul, and make no difficulty to live upon a 
joint stock, and have all things in common.** This 
was absolutely indispensable in those eariy ages of dis- 
tress and persecution; but through the mercy of God, 
is now no longer necessary, almost every man amongst 
us, can support himself by his own industry, and if he 
cannot, unless his incapacity arises from his own &ult, 
he is sure to meet with assistance from others. We 
need not, therefore, attempt to imitate the primitive 
Christians in having all things in common, but we ought 
to imitate them in the cultivation of the same ''har- 
mony and friendship, as if we had all but one mind, and 
one soul." Though a communion of goods is not required,. 
a communion of good will, and good wishes for their 
future welfare, is expected to exist among those, ''who 
oven the same God, have received the same holy and 
divine Spirit> who were once involved in the same dark 

* 1 Corinthians, v, 11. 
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womb of ignoraQC^^ and who now happily enjoy the 
same light and trap relig^on."^ But yet, if we were to 
judge from the bitterness with which men have always 
been too commonly accustomed to speak of Chose who 
differ from them^ should we ever suppose that they called 
themselves by one oonmion name, or that they all looked 
for salvation from the same source ? Instead of dwelling 
together in that unity of affection, and interest in the pro- 
motion of each others improvement in piety and virtue^ 
which David compares to the fragrant oil of consecration^ 
and to the refreshing dew which fell upon the hill of Sion, 
even the earliest members of the Christian Church, soon 
betrayed the &tal symptoms of disunion, ^^one was of 
Paul and another ofApollm^ and the spirit oi party pro- 
duced a wide division, and consequently a lamentable 
wandering from the truth amongst thote, whose safi^y 
and strength consisted in ^^ Holding the head, from wbkh 
all the body by joints and bands having nourishment nmir 
istefed, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of 
God J* This division and party spirit called forth nmay 
reproo&, and exhortations from the Apostles, which were 
all intended to quicken and invigorate the performance 
of those generous duties, which constitute the great 
superiority of Christianity> considered as the reUgipn of 
social beings. There would be no propriety in our being 
represented as branches of a vine; as the ^fiock of a shep-* 
herd ; as the spouse of Christ ; as elect, knit together^ 
fonning an edifice built upon the foundation of the Apos^ 
ties and Prophets, Je^us Christ himself being the c^f 
cqrner stone, if we were under no obUgationio act socially 

* TertulliaiTs Apdogy, 212. 
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as Christians^ or if we could attain to Christian salvation 
without it* Amongst these exhortations we find the 
words of my text^ *^ praying akoays with all jprayer, and 
supplication in the spirit , and watching thereunto mth aU 
perseverance, and supplications f(yr all Saints" Here^ 
my brethren, a duty is strongly inculcated which, I will 
venture to assert, if it were practised constantly and 
cordially, would go &r to put a stop to much of the re- 
ligious and social disuhion, which we cannot but acknow- 
ledge and lament I mean the duty of praying one for 
another, for all Christians whom the Apostle here calls 
** all Saints." For what, though we might differ from 
many of them, on certain points of opinion, yet if our 
hearts could ever be so far inteirested in their welfare, 
as to pray for them, can we think that we should not 
lose much of the feeling of animosity^ which that differ- 
ence of opinion may have occasioned 1 We could not 
surely pray earnestly for the establishment of Christ's 
kingd(Hn upon earthy (and he, you know, was the Prince 
of peace) and take no pains towards its establishment. 
We could not pray sincerely to be delivered from **envy, 
hatred and msdice, and all uncharitableness," without 
doing something towards checking their existence in 
our own hearts. Nor could we join in that most beau- 
tiful prayer, for all sorts and conditions of men, and 
thereii^ **' more especially for the good estate of the 
Catholic Church," that is, for the universal Church of 
Christ, Or in other words, for all who call themselves, 
and really are, true Christians. We could not I say, 
join sincerely and cordially in these supplications for 

♦ Heys* Lectures, Art. 18. 
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'^ all iSloMte/ and not endeavour ** to hold the faith, in 
unity of spirit^ in the bcmd of peace, and in righteous- 
ness of life." Did we but ^'prt^ in the MpirU, and 
watch thereunto with all perseverance,*' how much of 
the religious rancour that divides and disturbs die 
Christian Church would vanish ! How mudi too would 
every kindly and truly Christian feeling be elicited and 
improved ! But, as a pious and most eloquent Bishop 
lamented in his own time, '' how few are there that un- 
'' derstand it to be their duty or part of their necessary 
employment, that some part of their time, and much of 
their prayers, and an equal portion of their desires be 
spent upon the necessities of others ; all men do not 
think it necessary, and few practise it frequently, and 
they but coldly and without interest. It is like the 
compassion we have in other men's miseries, we are 
'* not concerned in it, and it is not our case, and our 
^'hearts ache not when another man's children are 
'' made fatherless, and his wife a sad widow ; and just 
so are our prayers for their relief. If we understood 
what is meant by our being ' members one of another,' 
we should pray more earnestly one for another than 
we usually do. How few of us are troubled when we 
see a brother wicked or dishonorably vicious. Who 
is sad and melancholy when his neighbour is almost 
in hell ; when he sees him grown old in iniquity T 
Which of us is there who, when seeing his brother 
sin a sin which is not unto death (that is, not 
having renounced his faith, nor voluntarily quitted his 
hopes of pardon through the blood of Christ, nor 
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openly opposed the spirit of graoe^ nor grown reso- 
lutely ^and finaUy impious^ and thus sinning wilfully 
against the Holy Ghost^ which seems to be the on for 
which St. James says I do not say that he shaUpray 
for it, though even here^ charity forbids us to pass this 
awfiil sentence upon any man^ and bids us rather hope 
that a place may yet be found for even such a one's 
repentance.) Which of us is there^ I say, who, 
seeing himself surrounded by men thus capable of 
mercy, yet daily rendering themselves objects of God's 
anger, that ever thinks of offering up a prayer to 
the throne of grace in their behalf? But still, who, 
that looks into his Bible, and reads of Abraham 
praying for Sodom and Gomorrha, and of Phineas 
praying that the plague might cease, and of God's say- 
ing that he would accept the prayer of Job for his 
friends, does not feel it to be his own duty ; and that 
the peace and comfort of the whole community is 
interested in the due discharge of it ? Of this will he 
be certain, if he examines the reason of what St. Paul 
enjoined to Timothy, that they should make prayers, 
and supplications, and intercessions, and giving of 
thanks for all men, (in their respective stations), that 
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 
and honesty. Now if this duty be so incumbent upon 
us in the general relation we thus bear to each other, 
how much stronger is the obligation in the more closely 
connected relationships of private life. If we are com- 
manded to pray for Kings and those in authority, as 
being our nursing fathers and nursing mothers, it is 



80 DUTY OF PRATING ONB FOR ANOODBR* 

rarely most natiiral that we by no means omit to ^ay for 
those to whom we are bound by the natural ties of con- 
sanguinity, allianoe, and friendship ; and to this point 
I wish to fix your attention, and to shew you the reason 
for the constant performance of this duty. And only 
connder, how much parents are bound to [Muy for 
their children. If there is a feeling more strongly and 
permanently rooted in the human breast than another. 
It is the love of parents for their children. When 
Isaiah would represent the love of God for his pe<^e, 
he does it by asking, can a woman forget her sucking 
child that she should not have compassion on the son 
of her womb ? Yea, a woman may forget her sucking 
child yet God will not forget his people. When our 
Lord would give his hearers an idea of Grod's readi* 
ness to receive the repentant sinner, he does it by the 
affecting description of a father running to meet a re* 
turning though profligate son coming to ask his pardon. 
And you will recollect that St. Paul places want of 
natural affection in the list of those vices which he says 
disgraced the heathen world. And how can parents so 
properly display this natural affection, as in praying for 
their children ? When they see them helpless in tender 
infancy, or in childhood ; when they see them ripening 
into manhood, beset with temptations, exposed to dan- 
gers, and knowing well the strength or weakness of 
their principles and capability to struggle with them, 
they cannot but feel the most intense anxiety for their 
present and eternal welfare ; they cannot but dread the 
allurements of the world, the contagion of bad example. 
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and " the deceitfutness of sin!* How earnestly must 
they take up the prayer of Abraham, " O that Ishmael 
might Uve before thee r How can children be said "<o 
honour their father and their mother,** or expect that 
their days should he long in the land, if they do not pray 
for them ? How can the husband be thought to love 
his wife even as Christ also loved the Church, or the 
tmfe see that she reverence her husband, if they do not 
pray for each other ? Servants cannot be said ^* to do 
the will of God from the hearty unless they imitate the 
conduct of Abraham's faithful steward, and supplicate 
the Lord to shew kindness unto tJieir master. And 
surely those friends cannot be " dear as our own souls** 
whose welfare finds no place in our daily petitions to 
the throne of God ! 

To pray therefore one for another, is not only an evi- 
deiice of our interest in the tranquillity of the Church of 
Christ, and of our country, but it is the surest proof of 
oiir love and ^' natural affection** for those who are most 
intimately connected with us, and of our faith and 
dependancc upon Him, into whose hands we thus com- 
mit all that is dearest and most valuable to us. And 
nothing can more surdy promote the growth of every 
social virtiie, without which, no family, however ex- 
alted by rank, or affluence, can be happy. Would 
you " count them happy,** whose domestic comfort 
was liable to be destroyed by the harshness of the 
parent, the profligacy or disobedience of the child, or 
the dishonesty of the servant ? Those fathers however 
will not provoke their children unto wrath, will not treat 
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them with undue severity, nor sacrifice their feelings to 
the mere prerogative of parental authority, 'who con- 
stantly pray for their welfare to their Father who is in 
heaven. Those children will not refuse to obey their 
parents in all things, whose knees are howed before 
God in prayer for their happiness, one great portion of 
which must consist in the comfort their own conduct 
affords them. Those servants will not fail to be obedient 
to them that are their masters according to the fleshy 
who pray to be enabled to do their duty unto them in 
singleness of heart as unto Christ ; nor those masters 
forget to do the same things unto them, forbearing 
threatening, who acknowledge their Master also^ who 
is in heaven, with whom is no respect of persons, 
and in whose sight the happiness of the servant is as 
dear as that of his Lord. Thus we see the reason for 
the duty of intercessory prayer ; and, with regard to 
the efficacy of it, I shall content myself with referring 
you to the exhortation of St. James,* where he 
says, ** Pray one for another that ye may be healed. 
The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man avaH- 
eth muehr No prayer that we can oflfer, you must 
be aware, can in itself have any merit sufficient to 
demand God's compliance. At best it is but an 
evidence of our charity, and the performance of a 
duty. Whatever efficacy it may have, whatever accept- 
ance it may meet with, is to be attributed solely to 
the merits and mediation of our blessed Redeemer, 
in whose name it must be offered, and through whom 
alone it can ever reach the throne of grace. And when 

♦ Chap. V, 16. 
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we reflect that every such prayer, offered for the conver- 
sion or improvement of a fellow creature^ for the hap- 
piness, or relief of those for whom we are bomid to pray, 
will be supported by the mediation of Jesus, surely 
we are not going too far, when we feel confident that 
God will not refuse to listen to it. Surely we do not 
^o too fsur when we say that, when in the name of his 
Son, we sincerely pray to him, to bring into the way 
of truth all such as have erred and are deceived, ^Ho for- 
give our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers, and to 
. turn their hearts; to succour, help, and comfort, all that 
are in danger, necessity, and tribulation ; and to defend 
and provide for the fatherless and widows, and all that 
are desolate and oppressed ; " the prayer ascends to the 
throne of grace, and is heard, even though we cannot 
recognize the answer to be the immediate result of our 
prayers. No true prayer is lost, we may be assured, 
even though we may not be sensible of its acceptance. 
And it is well for us, that we cannot always be so, be- 
cause instead of being an exercise of humble faith, it 
might become the occasion of unwarrantable presump- 
tion. But if we bear in mind the assertion of St. John 
^' This is the con^dence that we have in Mm, that if we 
ask any thing according to his will he heareth usT we 
may be sure that the prayer is answered as seemeth best 
to his Godly wisdom. And only look to your blessed 
Saviour praying for his very murderers; look at the 
Martyr Stephen, praying for those that stoned him; 
look at the frequency and earnestness of all the Apostles, 
when exhorting Christians to pray one for another ; and 
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then why doubt but that the lifting up of your hands in 
behalf of a fellow creature^ b as an evening sacrifice be- 
fore God! Why deprive them of the benefit you may thus 
render them, by ceasing to pray for them 1 Let us, 
like the patriotic Samuel deprecate, the commission of 
this sin against the Lotd^ by earnestly beseeching him 
for all those who now obey not the gospel of his blessed 
Son, that he would take firom them, ''all igncnrance, 
hardness of heart, and contempt of his holy word ; and 
so fetch them home to his flock, that they may be 
saved among the remnant of the true Israelites, and 
be made one fold Under one shepherd Jesus Christ 
*'our Lord." This will be to act as true Christians, it 
will be the genuine exercise of that charity, which 
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things ; it will be a labour of love, more 
acceptable than giving all our goods to feed the poor, or 
our body to be burned. Difference of faith there ever 
will be, differences of conduct in individuals must always 
be expected. And the only way in which we can hope 
to be at all instrumental in correcting the former, and 
converting the latter, is by shewing them in the works 
which it produces, what the true faith is ; and by never 
forgetting on every occasion, that it is our duty, as 
members one of another, to pray for them. 

* 1 Samuel icii, 23. 
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THE BLESSING PROMISED TO ABRAHAM. 

GbNK8I8» CttAP. XXII. V. 18. 

In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because 
thou hast obeyed my voice. 

The whole account which the Scriptures give of the 
patriarch Abraham^ from the time of his cail^ when 
the Lord said unto him, get thee out of thy country, and 
Jrom thy kindred, and from thy fathei^s house, unto a 
land which I will shew thee, to the period^ when *' he 
died in a good old age, an old man, and full of years, 
and was gathered to his people^ is confessedly one of 
the most interestinjg^ and important parts of the history 
of those early times. We cannot contemplate the cha- 
racter of the venerable patriarchy or the trials he under- 
went^ or the submission he displayed to all the com- 
mands of God^ without feeling that he well deserved that 
honourable distinction^ which, we read, the Almighty 
was pleased to confer upon him, and which, St. James 
has thus recorded, — and the Scripture was fulfilled which 
saith Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto 
him for righteousness, and he was called the friend 
of God This title was given him, not only because 
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God frequently appeared to him^ conversed ftmiliarly 
withhim^ and revealed secrets to him; but also because 
he entered into a covenant of perpetual friendship both 
with him and his seed, saying, '' / mil make of thee a 
great nation, and I mil bless thee, and make thy name 
great, and thou shalt be a blessing,** and especially,— 
because he renewed the covenant with him upon the 
sacrifice of his son Isaac, and confirmed it with an 
oath, and thereby admitted him to a nearer degree of 
friendship and communion. It was upon this trial 
of Abraham's obedience, viz. the ofieringup of his son 
that the Apostle quotes the passage, where he is called 
the friend of God. And, if any thing could be sup- 
posed capable of obtaining for him the friendship of 
his Maker, it was that act in which the most unshaken 
confidence, and the most willing obedience, were united 
with the apparent destruction of all his fondly cherished 
hopes, and the most painfril sacrifice of his tenderest 
feelings. But these were the proofs, that '^ he feared 
God,** and were the cause of the cneering declaration 
to him from God, ^' that, in blessing I zt ill bless thee, 
and in multiplying, I will multiply thy seed as the stars 
of heaven, and a>s the sand which is on the sea shore, 
and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies, and 
in thy seed shall all the families of the earth be blessed, 
became thou hast obeyed my voice.** Only remember how 
it was that he then obeyed — ^by a readiness to sacrifice 
his only son Isaac, the comfort of his age, the support of 
his name, and the object of his fotidest hopes and cares ! 
Conceive his agony on receiving the command, take 
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now thy son, thine only son Isaac^ whom thou lovest, and 
get thee into the land of Moriah, and offer Mm up for a 
burnt offering on one of the mountains which I mil tell 
thee oft Picture to yourselves the long expected seed — 
the chad of promise— growing into manhood, and every 
day entwining himself more closely round the tender 
affection of his parents, laid upon the altar and mildly 
expecting the blow from the hand of his own father, 
who with collected firmness takes the knife to slay 
his son, after having already prepared the altar on 
which he is to behold him consumed to ashes ! Recol- 
lect that no reason had been given to him for the 
necessity of his performance of a duty so heart-rending, 
and so abhorrent from every natural dictate — that no 
promise of any other offspring had been held out to 
him, and no prospect of any, according to the course of 
nature remained — and you will see that if ever obedience 
merited approbation and reward ; if ever confidence in 
God deserved not to be disappointed, it was in this in- 
stance of Abraham offering up his son. But none that 
ever trusted in God were disappointed, nor was Abra- 
ham : he had received the command of God to oflfer up 
his son, and that was sufficient for him ; accounting, as 
St. Paul tells the Hebrews, tliat God was able to raise him 
up, even from the dead, from whence also he had received 
Mm in a figure, and he was spared from further trial. 
His readiness to perform the command of God was 
g;raciously accepted, instead of the performance ; and 
procured for him that assurance, that in his seed should 
all the nations of the earth be blessed ; as well as that 
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they should possess the gate of their enemies, which was 
accomplished in the conquest of Canaan, in the vic- 
tories of David, and in the extended authority of 
Solomon. But this accomplishment, you may say, 
was confined to the single nation of the Jews; and 
you may perhaps ask, how can all the nations of 
the earth be thus said to be blessed in him — must there 
not be some higher and more important meanmg m the 
promise than that of temporal power to the Jewish na- 
tion, through Isaac? In answering this question, I must 
observe that all the parts of the transaction which we 
have been considering, were intended to prefigure to 
Abraham that Aiture great sacrifice, which was to be 
offered for the sins of the whole world, by our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ ; and it may be useful perhaps 
to point out to you how they did prefigure it. The 
place then, where Abraham was ordered to offer up his 
son, has generally been supposed to be the very place, 
(Mount Calvary) where Christ was crucified. The 
answer which Abraham gave to Isaac, when he asked, 
where was the Lamb for the burnt offering, corresponded 
exactly with the description of Jesus, given by the Bap- 
tist, of the Lamb of God which taketh away the sins of 
the world, a Lamb which God himself provided. When 
we picture to ourselves Isaac yielding voluntarily, with- 
out any attempt to escape, after his father must have 
communicated to him the nature of God's command, we 
see the type of that resignation which our Lord displayed 
and felt, when he exclaimed, *^not my will, but thine 
be done** When we see him bound and already laid 
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upon the wood^ we see the type of Jesus nailed to the 
accursed tree^ bounds and put to grief. But here the 
parallel ceases. In the case of Isaac, when the &tal 
blow was descending it was arrested by the Angel of 
the Lord prohibiting its infliction, and ''a ram, caught 
in a thicket by his horns'* was offered up by Abraham 
in the stead of his son. But in the case of Jesus, there 
was none to help, nor any to uphold, they pierced his 
hands and his feet, and he poured out his soul unto 
death. But it is where the parallel ceases that the 
universal blessing begins. St. Paul says to the Ga- 
latians, — to Abraham and his seed were the promises 
made. He saith not. And to seeds, as of many ; hut as of 
one. And to thy seed, which is Christ, (whose mother the 
Virgin Mary was, you know, of the house and lineage of 
David, and therefore descended in a direct line accord^ 
ing to the flesh from Abraham.) Jesm Christ, therefore, 
and not Isaac, was the seed in whom God told Abraham 
that '' aU the nations of the earth should be blessed" 

And with what rapture must he not have received 
this intimation I Great as must have been his joy when 
he unbound his '' only son Isaac whom he loved" from 
the altar, and clasped him to his breast as one rescued 
from the grasp of death, it could not have equalled the 
emotion which he felt, when the nature and extent of 
the promised blessing were unfolded to his view. 

Our Lord himself told the Jews, your father Abraham 
rejoiced to see my day, he saw it and was glad; but 
how did he see it ? and what was the great cause of his 
joy ? In that friendly intercourse which we may suppose 
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him to have held with God on this memorable occasion, 
recorded in the chapter from which my text is taken, 
we may conceive that God vouchsafed to reveal to 
him all the subsequent events that would happen to 
his posterity. He saw, we may conceive, afar off, their 
miseries in Egypt and their wanderings in the desart, 
their establishmentin the land of promise, their expulsion 
from it, and their captivity in Babylon. He saw, we 
may conceive, their restoration to it again, their subse- 
quent subjection to the Romans, their degraded state, 
their rejection of the offered means of salvation, and their 
cruel treatment of the Lamb of God. These could be no 
cause of joy, — ^the joy he felt arose from the view which 
was granted to him, that, by that very sacrifice of the 
Lamb of God was effected the Redemption of the human 
race. Though he might be supposed to grieve when he 
saw that it ^'pleased the Lord to bruise him and to put 
Mm to griefs yet his grief was turned into joy, when he 
saw his seed prolonging his days, and the pleasure of the 
Lord prospering in his hand. Well might he rejoice, I 
say and be glad, when, looking forward into times to 
come, he beheld the recovery, the improvement, the 
salvation of his descendants thus effected — ^when he be- 
held them blessed by the remission of their sins, and by 
their reconciliation to God by the blood of Christ ; — 
when he beheld many coming j/rom the East, and from 
the West, to sit down with himself, and Isaac and Jacob 
in the kingdom of heaven, where there would be neither 
Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor undrcumcision. Bar- 
barian, Scythian, bond nor free, but where Christ would 
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be all, and in all. Now zne, brethren, as Isaac was, are 
children of promise; for this blessings which caused 
such joy to Abraham, is not confined to the Jews, but 
belongs to all those who also walk in the steps of that 
faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet 
uncircumcised.^ And, therefore, we should consider 
now what were the principal features of his faith, that 
we may endeavour to walk in it. The first feature seems 
to be, implicit obedience ; making a sacrifice of all those 
feelings which God requires us to give up, putting off' all 
these, — anger, wrtah, malice, blasphemy, filthy communi- 
cation out of your mouth; and whatsoever we do, doing all 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and 
the Father by him. The next, is a sincere and unwaver- 
ing dependanc6 upon him ; a dependance not transitory, 
weak, and taken up at random; but permanent, strong, 
and founded on conviction ; knowing in whom we have 
believed we must be persuaded that he is able to keep 
that which we have committed to him — our present and 
eternal welfare. We must depend upon him for spiritual 
assistance and consolation here, and for everlasting peace 
and rest hereafter. Whenever he may see fit to ^' tempf 
us, or to put our faith to the proof, we must feel sure 
that the trial is for our good, and will eventually work 
out for us, an exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 
To these we must add another, gratitude for the bless- 
ings vouchsafed to us ; and when we remember that 
'^all the souls that are, were forfeit once," but have 
now been redeemed, *^not xvith corruptible things as 
silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, as 

* Romans, iv, 12. 
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^ a lamb without blemish, and mthaut spot,"* surely we 
are bound to participate with Abraham in his feelings 
of joy ; Yfbeiti, seeing the promises afar off, he '' was 
gladr 

These features of obedience, dependance, and grati- 
tude, stood most prominent in the character of Abraham, 
and composed the &ith which was '^ imputed unto him 
for righteousness/' They are the only marks by which 
men can be known to be true descendants from him. 
"ijT/* said our Lord to the Jews, " ift/e were the children 
of Abraham, ye would do the works of Abraham.'* If 
ye were indeed the descendants of that obedient, con- 
fiding, and grateful friend of God, you would prove 
your relationship by a conduct similar to his. Think 
not, said the Baptist, to say within yourselves we have 
Abraham to ourf(dher, for I say unto you that God is 
able of these stones, to raise up children unto Abraham^— 
those who will imitate the faith, the obedience, and the 
gratitude of Abraham. St. Paul tells the Romans* 
'' now it was not written for his sake alone, that it was 
imputed to him'* It was not only for the sake of making 
honourable mention of Abraham, that his faith has been 
recorded, but for u^ also, to whom it shall be imputed tf 
we believe on him who raised up Jesus our Lord from 
the dead. If our faith is only like Abraham's, we are 
here assured that it will be a means of including us 
within the promised blessing of the text. 

But, as a stUl stronger ground of assurance (if indeed 
any be yet wanting,) I will, in conclusion, beg particu- 
larly to fix your attention to the account given by St. 

• iv, 23. 
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Luke of the publican Zacchaeulft. Zacchaeus thougb ha 
had probably been a man disreputable^ both from his 
office and conduct in it, when he heard that Jesus was 
passing through Jericho, was so anxious to see him that, 
being a man of little stature, he climbed up into a Sy- 
camore tree for that purpose, and when Jems came to 
the place, he looked up, and saw Mm, and said unto Mm, 
ZacchcBus, make haste, and come down ; for to^y I must 
abide at thy house : and he made haste, and came dozon, 
and received Mm joyfully. What a lesson my brethren 
is here read to us ! No sooner does the Saviour call him 
than he instantly obeys him ; nay ! does not his eager- 
ness to see him reprove our remissness in looking unto 
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith 9 But mark 
the sequel — andZacchceus stood, and said unto the Lord; 
Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor, 
and if I have taken any thing from any man by fake 
accusation, I restore him fourfold. And Jesus said 
unto Mm, this day is salvation come to this house, for- 
asmuch as he also is a son of Abraham, his conduct has 
proclaimed him to be actuated by the same spirit as 
Abraham, and therefore he is a partaker of the salva- 
vationpromised to Ms seed. For the son of man is come 
to seek and to save that which is lost — the very object 
of my coming into the world is, to bestow this blessing 
on all who, like Zacchaeus, will receive and obey me, 
though hitherto lost in sin. May it be ours, my bre- 
thren, by our eagerness to know, our joyfulness to 
receive, and our willingness to obey the Saviour 
Jesus Christ, so to emulate the conduct of Zacchasus 
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that, having proved thereby that we also are sons of 
Abraham, yre may obtain a share in the blessing then 
conferred on him, and which had been so longbefore pro- 
mised to Abraham, for the reason then assigned by the 
Almighty, ^'Because thou hast obeyed my voice/" May 
it be ours to have this honourable testimony recorded 
in the book of Life, that, when he hath spoken to us 
in his word — ^in his ordinances — ^and by his ministers, 
we ^' were very attentive to hear him.** Then shall we 
*^ be Israelites indeed,** children of the promise, heirs 
of God, and ^^ joint heirs with Christ* of those blessings 
which God has prepared for them who love, depend 
upon, and obey him. 



SERMON V. 



CONSIDERATIONS ON THE 109tH PSALM. 

Psalm cix. V. 19. 

Let it thus happen from the Lord unto mine enemies, and to 
those that speak evil against my soul. 

To those who are accustomed to consider the gospel 
of Christ as the gospel of peace; as inculcating the 
duties of forgiveness^ mercy, and universal good will, 
the Psalm from which my text is taken, is not imlikely 
to cause some degree of uneasiness, arising from its 
apparent contradiction to these duties. How, it may be 
asked, can such wishes as these expressed by the Psalmist, 
be reconciled with the general tenor of the gospel. 
Let Ms children be fatherless, and his wife a widow ; 
let his children he vagabonds, and beg their bread ; let 
them seek it also out of desolate places ; let the extor- 
tioner consume all that he hath, and let the stranger 
spoil his labour, let there be no man to pity him, nor to 
have compassion on his fatherless children? Surely, no- 
thing was ever more repugnant to the best feelings of 
the human heart than these wishes ! Nothing was ever 
more inhuman ! Are we to consider them as uttered by 
David in a moment of unrestrained passion, or are 
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we to suppose that there is some other way of interpret- 
ing them^ which will at once reconcile them with the 
general tenor of the gospel, and prevent our supposing, 
as the literal acceptation of them would lead us to sup- 
pose, that they sanctioned the indulgence of hostile 
feelmgs, towards those who might have injured us ? 

The language of this Psalm is sufficiently plain, and 
nothing can he considered so directly at variance 
with the doctrines delivered by our blessed Saviour, if 
taken as a literal wish; or so fearful as the imprecations 
which it contains ; that we are naturally led to suppose 
that there is some way of reconciling it with all other 
Christian duties, and all the other doctrines of the 
gospel ; that it is not the mere effiision of a morbid 
mind, and that it by no means sanctions us to speak iU 
of, or to wish ill — ^to any one. This way is to consider, 

I. That the Psalm is prophetical, declaring what 
shall happen, not wishing what matf^. 

II. To whom the prophecy was originally applied^ and 
, III. How far we may apply it to ourselves, — 

And, when I reflect on that important season of the 
Christian year to which we are hst approaching, I can 
conceive no subject to be more appropriate for our medi- 
tations; and I trust that I may be able, not only to remove 
firom your minds any unpleasant feeling respecting the 
Psalm, but also to shew you that it contains one of tiie 
most important Scripture trutiis ; setting before us, in 
the case of the person to whom it was originally applied, 
what will certainly be the fate of those who inntate his 
We are to consider therefore, (first) that the 
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Psalm is prophetical. And it should always be re^ 
membered, that the language of prophecy differs from 
eyery other kind of language in this respect, that it 
is perfectly independent of all admitted and common 
rules of speaking ; it speaks of things to come as if they 
were. In the mouth of the Prophet the present and the 
future are equally the same, — the declaration of an 
evil and the wish for its infliction, are one and the same 
thing. So that when David, speaking in the spirit of pro- 
phecy, says '' let it thus happen from the Lord unto mine 
enemies, and to those that speak evil against my soul,'' he 
means no more than, that it shall thus happen unto thenu 
If you only turn to the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah, 
you will see that, in the prophetical description of our 
Saviour, the Prophet speaks of his sufferings and death, 
as if they had already taken place. He was taken from 
prison, and from judgment, and who shall declare his 
generation, for he was cut off from the land of the living, 
for the transgression of my people woa he stricken. 
But this did not really take place till many years after 
the Prophet had foretold it, though he here speaks 
of it as a thing already done. With regard, therefore, 
to all the calamities which are mentioned in this 
Psalm, if, instead of saying let his days be few, and let 
another take his office ; let his children be fatherless 
and his wife a widow, you say, his days shall be few 
and another shall take his office, you will see at once that 
it loses all apparent contradiction to those precepts 
of the gospel which teach us even to "pray for our 
^enemies/' And this> I conceive, is still further supported 
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by the assertion of David himself; for after he had 
enumerated at the beginning of the Psalm, the ill treat- 
ment he had met with from his enemies, who had spoken 
against him Txnthfake tongues, and compassed him about 
xvith words of hatred, and fought against Mm without 
a cause, what does he say was his own conduct ? He 
tells us, at the third verse, for the love that I had unto 
them, lo ! they now take my contrary part, hut I give 
myself unto prayer. I am so far from treating them in 
this way, that I even pray for them. He could not then 
intend to xoish that the miseries contained in the fol- 
lowing verses, should befall them ; but only to declare 
that they would; and that they did, we shall learn by 
considering (secondly) to whom the prophecy was 
originally applied. 

It has been supposed that David wrote this Psalm 
when he was persecuted by Saul, or perhaps when his 
son Absalom had so ungratefrdly rebelled against him. 
But we have the authority of St. Peter* for saying, that 
it was a prophetical description of the traitor Judas 
Iscariot, for he says, — men and brethren, this Scripture 
must needs have been fulfilled which the Holy Ghost 
spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them 
that took Jesus, for (he continues at the twentieth verse) 
it is xxrritten in the book of Psalms, let his habitation be 
desolate, and let no mm dwell therein, and his Bishoprick 
let another take. Here then we are conjRrmed in the 
assertion that the Psalm is a prophetical description 
of Judas, dictated by the Holy Ghost himself; and if 
-^ only consider how very applicable all the denuncia- 

• Acts, i, 16. 
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tions of it are to his case^ we shall be perfectly satisfied 
on the point. His days were few^ and another did take 
his office^ probably he left a widow and fatherless 
children^ on whom were entailed infamy and distress 
till his family was extinct; by betraying his Master 
he clothed himself with treachery and malevolence^ the 
blessing of God would be removed far from him^ and 
his curse would cleave to him as a garment ; confine 
him as a girdle ; enter into his bowels like water^ and 
like oil into his bones ; that is, it would be his only — ^his 
everlasting portion.* Having, therefore, thus con- 
sidered the intention and original application of this 
Psalm, let us now proceed to inquire how far we may 
apply it to ourselves ; for, though it is very certain that 
we are by no means authorized to make a direct and 
personal application of many of the prophecies of Scrip- 
ture to ourselves — ^though a very wide door is opened 
to presumption on one hand, and to despair on the 
other, from not bearing in mind the original application 
of Scripture ; there are some parts in which we can- 
not avoid seeing clearly the finger of God delineating 
the character so faithfriUy, that it applies itself to the 
dispositions and conduct of mankind in cases where 
they will not allow it to have any resemblance at all. 
Select from the large circle of your acquaintance, the 
character whom you conceive to be the most vicious, 
tell him that you see a close resemblance between the 
traitor Judas and himself, and yet, infamous as he 
may own his conduct to have been, he will deny the 
truth of the comparison. Let a man's vices be what 

• See Scott's Bible. 
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they may : let him be unmerciful and rapacious — let 
him be a blasphemer of God — an opposer of his word : 
let him be the slave of intemperance and sensuality — 
and still he will always shrink with horror from the 
bare idea of a resemblance between the traitor Judas 
and himself. 

You know our Saviour taxed the Scribes and Phari- 
sees with saying if we had Uved in the days of mr fa- 
thers we would not have been partakers with them in. the 
blood of the Prophets. And such is the feeling of every 
one amongst ourselves — ^we are all ready enough to say. 
If I had been admitted^ as Judas was^ to the intimate 
society and friendship of my Saviour ; if I had listened 
to his own words ; sat with him at the same table, and 
seen the spotless purity of his whole example, I never 
would have acted so base a part as to have betrayed 
him, I never would thus have lent my assistance to hi, 
crucifixion: you cannot, therefore, with any justice, 
compare me with him. Such I say, is the feeling 
which almost every man amongst us will have, when 
told that the portrait of the betrayer of Jesus is his 
own. But, pause for a moment and let us see whether 
there is any truth or not in the denial of the resem** 
blance. Look first at the situation and conduct of 
Judas. He was one of those who had been most gra* 
ciously selected by our Lord to be his own immediate 
followers — ^he was one of those whose privilege it was 
to have the mysteries of the kingdom made knozm unto 
them ; he was treated by his Lord and Master as a 
friend, eVen in the very moment when Sat^n entered 
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into his heart, and 4nstigated him to sell his Sayiour ; 
he was only bid to hasten his dark design, by an in- 
timation which none but he himself could comprehend. 
What thou doest, do quickly, said our Lord, which some 
of them thought to signify — that he should give some'- 
thing to the poor, or, that he should provide what they 
needed for the morrow. Thus, to the very last was he 
treated by our Lord with kindness, condescension and 
consideration ; and how did he return it ? By sacri- 
ficing his Lord, to the base indulgence of his own mnful 
passions ; What will ye give me said he to the chiff 
Priests and I will deliver him unto you 9 And they 
covenanted with Mm for thirty pieces of silver. And 
now see, my brethren, how this resembles the Christian 
traitor amongst ourselves. We have indeed been 
graeioosly called in this land, to the profession of a 
pure Apostolical religion, to a knowledge of the truth as 
itj^n Jesus, neither obscured by idle ceremcmies, nor 
concealed by any crafty measures from our own iiispec- 
ti(H]. We have the Bible in our hands, (may we ev^ 
be sensiUe of its value) and nothii^ is wanting but 
oiur own diligence in becoming acquainted with its 
saving health. Nay ! have we not, when engaged in 
the constant pursuit of sin, been graciously spared and 
treated with a forbearance and kindness by our heavenly 
Father, which nothing but boundless mercy could have 
suggested ? And yet, when the temptations of sin have 
beset us : when our passions have instigated us to for- 
get all these marks of affection and peculiar distinction, 
have we not as it were entered into a secret combination 
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with them — and said^ like Judas, what will ye give me, 
gratify but the ruling passion of my breast, and I will 
sacrifice even heaven itself in return ? It makes no 
difference what the ruling passion is,— Judas's was 
avarice, ours may be something else, it may be pride, 
intemperance, or sensuality ; the resemblance lies not 
in the very sin of avarice, or thirst for money, but in 
the principle of deliberate indulgence in the ruling pas- 
sion, be it what it may ; and it is because it consists in 
this principle, that I say the resemblance applies itself, 
however much men may deny it. Every wilful sin^;ier 
is a traitor against his Saviour like Judas ; every man 
who knows what God requires, and what he has for- 
bidden ; every one who professes his hope of salvation 
through Jesus Christ, and yet stedfastly and ob- 
stinately continues in his sin, mmt see his own likeness 
in the character of Judas, Seeing they crucify to them- 
selves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open 
shame. Must they not then peruse the prophetical 
declaration of his fate with fearfiil anxiety, an anxiety 
the more intense, inasmuch as they have seen the ac- 
complishment of the prophecy in his case, and cannot 
therefore doubt it in their own 9 Only read this 
(109th) Psalm over at your own houses, and remember 
that it not only foretells what was to be the miserable 
fate of Judas Iscariot, but that it foretells what will 
also be yours if your conduct resembles his. You will 
tell me, perhaps, that you know many wicked persons 
that come in no misfortune like other folk, neither are 
plagued like other men. These prosper in the world, and 
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these have riches in possession. And, therefore, you do 
not think that God punishes — or will punish any man 
m the manner threatened in this Psalm. But read 
another Psalm (the 73rd) and there you will find the 
pious David exclaiming, oh ! how suddenly do they conn 
mmsy perish, and come to a fearful end; yea, even as a 
dream when one awdketh, so shatt thou make their image 
to vanish out of the city. The end of the wicked is 
indeed fearful, because, if I may say so, it is an end 
without end, — ^it is an everlasting death, — ^an utter ex- 
tinction of hope and happiness, and a never-endmg 
exbtence of despair and misery. Therefore, though 
your days be not few, nor another take your office ; 
though your children be not fatherless, nor your wives 
widows: — ^yet, you never can escape *' a certain fearful 
hoking for of judgment and jiery indignation which 
ihdl devour the adversaries.'' 

St. Paul appeals to the reason of the Hebrews on 

tlik point, and teUs them that he that despised Moses* 

Im died mthout mercy under two or three witnesses : 

and then he proceeds of how nmch sorer punishment, 

suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 

underfoot the Son of Ood, and hath counted the blood 

of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy 

thing, and hath done despite unto the spirit of grace ? 

What ? I ask you, my brethren, is the loss of life, of 

office, or of children, when compared with that sorer 

punishment here spoken of by St. Paul ? the loss of 

heaven and eternal life. And yet, it shall thus happen 

from the Lord unto those who are the enemies of the 
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cross xjf.CktiHy whose god is their belty^ whoss ghhf is 
their shame^ who mnd earthig things. This id the ap- 
plication, and the only application of this one hundred 
and ninth Pfialm which Tre are at all authorised to mak^ 
to ourselveis. And when considered in the light in 
which I have set it before you, may I not truly say that 
it contains a most important scriptm^^ trtUh 9 Though 
we may consider it originally applied to Judas Iscariot, 
yet, when we see how mudi we m&^ resemble him> we 
must see that it Sa fearfully applicable to ourselves. 

Let us then, if we are wise, apply it to ouir^sehes 
now. Let us search our own consciences, and see whe- 
ther tliere be in us etir^ etni heart (/ unbelief Ask yiMir- 
selves, my brethren> this question, whether you Ibve 
your ans more than the ftivour of God, or fear to part 
with them rather than to be for ev^ excluded from his 
presence ? It is surely worth your While to put the 
question ko yourseives» for, m St Paul says, '^ this ye 
hum, thcst no whoremonger, nor vfnclecm pers^on, mr 
covetous man mho is m idol&ter hath any inherittmce in 
the Idngdom of Christ and of Ood. Let no man deceioe 
you with vain words, for because of these things cometk 
the wrath of God upon the children of cSisoheiiencer 
This is a plain pfroof that it is die wilful practice of 
tJhese sins t9iat makes us traitors to our Redeemer, 
€tiiemies to God, iind children of the Devil. This was 
exactiy the character of Judas \ a character which will 
finally be given to those whose pratftice at all )iesembles 
Ms, and which will involve l^em in the same ruin bedi 
of soul and body. 
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From the application of this character, may God of 
his infinite mercy henceforth keep us all, by the assist- 
ance of his Holy Spirit, and through the mediation of 
his Son Jesus Chris(> to whom, three persons and one 
God, be ascribed as is most due, all honour, power, 
praise, might, majesty and dominion, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
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SUNDAY B£fFORE EASTER. 

HoBBA^ Chap. ix. V. 5. 

What will ye do in the solemn day, and in the day of the feast 
of the Lord ? 

In the chapter of which my text is a part, the prophet 
Hosea predi«ts several very grievous punishments which 
awaited the Jews, in consequence of their many and 
repeated transgressions, but especially their idolatry. 
He prophetically threatens them with famine, and with 
deprivation of the means of performing the rites of 
their holy religion ; so that they would not have the 
power — supposing them to have the wish — to observe 
the solemn ordinances of worship. *' The floor and 
the winepress shall not feed them, and the new wine 
shall &il in her. They shall not dwell in the Lord's 
land ; but Ephraim shall return to Egypt, and they 
shall eat unclean things in Assyria. They shall not 
offer wine offerings to the Lord, neither shall they be 
pleasing unto him : their sacrifices shall be unto them 
as the bread of mourners ; all that eat thereof shall be 
polluted : for their bread for their soul shall not come 
into the house of the Lord." And then follows the 
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question of the text^ What will ye do in the solemn 
day, and in the day of the feast of the Lord? When 
you are thus deprived of the means and materials re- 
quisite for your external lyorship, how will you offer 
your sacrifices? When you are scattered amongst 
other nations and debarred from the performance of 
religion, how will you observe the sacred ordinances 
which God has commanded you to keep ? 

This was a question to which it would not be easy to 
return any other answer than one which must have 
brought the melancholy truth home to their hearts, that 
they would labour at once under a temporal and a 
spiritual &mine, and that how grievous soever the for- 
mer might be, it was not to be compared with the latter. 
If the soul is more precious than tlie body, the want 
of their bread for their soul must be far more grievous 
thau the want of nourishment for their body ; if the 
want of means to perform the duties of religion be 9, 
calamity of great magnitude, it follows clearly that 
want of religion itself must be an infinitely greater. A 
spiritual famine must be a much severer punishment 
than a temporal one ; and the condition of those per- 
sons who have no means of obtaining the food and 
sustenance of their souls, must be &r more miserable 
than theirs, who suffer, merely from temporal privation. 
What will they do in the solemn day, and in the day 
of the feast of the Lord ? " Wherewith shall they 
come before the Lord, and bow themselves before the high 
God 9 Behold! the days come, saith the Lord God, 
that I mil send a famine upon the land; not a famine cf 
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bread, nor a thirst far water, but cf hearing the ward 
of the Lordr This is a sufficient proof that an op- 
portunity and means of observing the solemn ordinances 
of religion^ and consequently^ that religion itself^ is the 
greatest blessing which any nation can possibly enjoy ; 
the want of it — the greatest misery that can be&l it. 

In a nation however, where, by the blessing of God, 
the welh of salvation are open to all men. Where the 
means and opportunities of observing all the solemn and 
sacred duties of religion are so abundant, that aU may 
join in them, from the least to the greatest. When re- 
peated and most encouraging invitations are given to 
induce them to do so ; and, moreover, when the very 
1)1 mode of observing these duties is that which was ap- 

pointed by the author and object of their religion, 
the question of the text ^' What will ye do in the so- 
lemn day, and in the day of the feast of the LordT 
cannot be put as implying, with what outward forms or 
ceremonies will you come before him, but (in a higher 
and more important sense,) what is the frame of mind, 
what is the disposition of heart in which you intend to 
spend the solemn days on which you are called upon to 
perform the great duties of your holy religion ? 

In a Christian country like this, and with the most 
*^ solemn day I* as well as with the most joyful day 
of the fea^t of the Lord before us, the question con- 
sidered in this light appears to me peculiarly impressive. 
For let us consider how solemn a day — and how joyful 
a feast we are about to commemorate. But where 
shall we find words adequate to express the solemnity 
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of that day 7 It were suffiknent to fill the fioul of one 
who had never heard of the pasaion of Jesus widi sol^oin 
Bme, to be told that on that day, the sun wm darkened, 
that the earth did qtioke, and the rocks rent, and the 
graves were opened, and many bodies of saints which 
slept arose ; it were sufficient to convince us of its awful 
solemnity, to be assured that when the Roman Cen* 
turion and those that were with him saw those things 
that were done, they feared greatly ; and that all the 
people that came together to that sight beholduig the 
thmgs that were done, smote their breast and returned^ 
It were sufficient to attest the awful solemnity of that 
day — ^to tell you that as on that day the man Christ 
Jesus, ahet having been acknowledged innocent by his 
betrayer, and pronounced so by his judge, was led as 
a kmb to the slaughter, and, in the midst of the most 
excniciating torments, was sacrificed to the malice and 
vindictive fory of an infatuated multitude. It were 
sufficient to represent him as hanging on the accursed 
tree between two malefactors, his head crowned with 
thorns, and his hands and his feet pierced with nails. 
But even this does not constitute the awfiil solemnity 
of that day, it is the dignity of the sufferer — it is the 
cause for which he suffered — and it is the result of 
his sufferings — ^that constitute its appalling solemnity. 
When we reflect that the suflferer was no other than the 
Son of God, that it was the sin of man that required 
so great an expiation, that it was to expiate our sins, 
that it was to obtain eternal redemption for us, and to 
reconcile us to his Father by his own blood, that ihe 



t SUNDAY BEFORE BASTEK. 

ily begotten Son of Crod thus consented to bear our 
IB in his own body on the tree, that he submitted to 
nth— «Ten the death of the cross, and took away the 
indwriting of ordinances that was agdnst us, procured 
reversion of the sentence that had been pronounced 
id recorded against us. When we reflect that on 
at day the gracious scheme of our redemption was 
inithed ;" the victory over death and the grave tri- 
aphantly achieved, and a fountmn set open for sin 
dfor uneleanaess, whatever feelings of solemnity the 
evious recital of our Lord's sufferings might have 
Bated, they are all absorbed in one solemn sensation 

awe and self abasement We ask with humblest 
;lings of admiration. Lord, what is man, that thou 
t mindful of him ; or the Son of man, that thou so 
^ardest him ? We ask too, what will ye do in the 
lemn day, what will be your thoughts, your feelings, 
ur actions — on the day on which so much has been 
ne for you ? or how will ye behave in the day of the 
tst of the Lord? 

For Secondly :— Our thoughts must not be confined 
lely to the mournful scenes on Moimt Calvary, but 
> must learn also to turn them to the Garden of 
seph. We have not only to join the sorrowing group 
Ett stood by the cross of Jesus, but we must also ac- 
mpany the pious women to his tomb, beholding, with 
e eye of fiuth the ^white robed Angel, and hearing 
ose words of comfort, "fear not ye, for I knaw that 

seek Jems which was crucified, he is not here for he 
s risen as he said" 
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We Imve not only to celebrate bis sufferings, if 1 m 
say so, but we have to hold a feast in conunemoratii 
of an event of no .less importance to ua, I mean t 
CToit of his resurrection — "for, if Christ be not raisi 
par faith is vain, ye are yet in your sins, <mA they ai 
who are failen asleep in Christ are perished." Our < 
cape from the power of sin — our salvation — our fai 
depends upon this great event ; that is, upon the a 
"thority and credit of his resurrection depends th 
"&ith, by vehieh alone we are to be justified."* i 
was delivered for our sins, androse again for our Jus 
feation, " O most comfortable word (says the homi 
"of our Church) evermore to be borne in remembraiu 
" He died to put away sin, He rose again to endow 
"with righteousness. His death took away sin ai 
"malediction. His death was the ransom of them bol 
" His death destroyed death, overcame the Devil, ai 
"mquished hell; if any man doubt of this victoi 
"let Christ's glorious resurrection declare him t 
"thing, if death could not keep Christ under bis d 
" mimon and power but that he rose again, it is mai 
"lest that bis power b destroyed; if death be co 
" quered, then it must follow that un, whereof dea 
"was appointed as the wages, must be also destroy* 
" If Christ had the victory of them both by the poTV 
"6{ his death, and openly proved it by his most v: 
" torious resurrection ;"•(■ we want no further confinn 
tion for our faith ; and fmth so established, is ' couTit 
unto us for rigkteous/tess.' Our only object, therefoi 
must be to ascribe thanks to God, for having giv 

• Sherlock. t For Good Friday. 
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US such satisfiu^tory proof of the victory through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. What captive would not 
gratefully commemorate the event of his release from 
a long and tyrannical slavery ? How eagerly would 
he not observe the anniversary of his restoration to 
liberty? What will ye do on the day of the feoM 
of the Lord, on the anniversary of that day when the 
captain of your salvaticm arose in triumph from the 
grave 7 Were we left to follow the dictates of an awe- 
struck and grateful hearty we might perhaps be inclined 
to adopt various methods of testifying our sense of the 
great things which God and our Redeemer have done 
for us. We might endeavour to perpetuate the mi^nory 
of his sufferings and of his rising from the grave, by 
methods, as different as our dispositions, and, tiierafore, 
might often doubt as to what we ought, iand what would 
be most proper for us to '^ <2o ^ the iolenm day, and in 
the day of the feast of the Lordf* But from this 
doubt we are happily reUeved by the af ection and wis- 
dom of our Lord, who has taught us die only way in 
which we can shew forth his death till he come and keep 
the feast with true, sincere and acceptaUe service. A 
way, which unites our sympathy with his sitferii)gs, 
with exultation at his triumph — which, while \% hinnbies 
us to the dust by reminding us of those sins wfaidh had 
separated between us and our God, revives us by r^e- 
senting to us the method of access to him again, and 
by which, '^ am sorrow is turned into joy'' The eele- 
bration of the Lord's Supper to which I allude, is both^ 
be it observed, an institution in remembrance of his 
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death and passion, " a representation of a feast upon a 
''sacrifice,''* and also a Eucharistical feast in memory 
of his resurrection. 

'^ The Lord^s table engages our meditation, not only 
^ on the cross and passion of our Saviour, but on his 
'^ resurrection, ascei»ion, and intercession at the right 
^' hand of God. We learn at his table to reflect where 

* he now is, as well as where he once was. We view 
^ ihe Lord of glory, as well as the man of sorrows. 
^ We nsmember that our Redeemer has entered heaven 
^^as our surety and forerunner, and that he has pro- 
^' inked to come again, that he may receive us unto 
^ hfanself. This sacred feast then carries our thoughts 
**<» our Saviour's present ghry, his intercession, his 
^dominioa over all worlds, his mediatorial throne, hb 

* infinite gt^ce. What a benefit is this ! What a con- 
^ soilatBMi ! What a source of joy ! Every time we 
"receive the Lord's supper, we receive a pledge, that 
''where he is, there we shall at length be also." 

Are your hearts therefore deeply penetrated by a sense 
of the unspeakable torments and sufferings of Christ in 
your stead ? Do you pity him, as you behold him on the 
cross, bleeding and faint with thirst, and would you keep 
alive the recollection of the solemn day in your hearts ? 
You must do it by partaking of the sacred emblems of 
hss body and blood. Does your soul liflt up itself in 
praise to God, for l^e redemption purchased for you by 
the blood of Christ ? Do you io<^ up to the cross, and 
see there the great sacrifice made for the sins of the 
^^le world ; and aire you anxious to skew yowr grati- 

* Heys* Lectures. 
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ide for so great a detiverance ? O " take the cup of ■ 
dvation, and call upon the name of the Lord" Come 
id join your Christian brethren in celebrating the 
ost of the Lord. Whatever your feelings may be, 
1 opportunity is ofiered you, my brethren, of testiiying 
lem. The celebration of the Lord's supper both on 
ood Friday and Easter-day, will ^ve you all an op- 
jrtuiiity of doing so. If you refuse — tell me What 
ill ye do in the solemn day, and in the day of the feast 
' the Lord ? Will you follow your common and diuly 
ork, and never think once that on that solemn day 
le Son of God died for you upon the cross, and which 

he had not done, your soul had perished for ever ? 
^ill you, on the day of the feast, partake of the bread 
lat perisheth, and reject that bread which endureth to 
'erlasting life ; will youjoin perhaps some social group 
' friends, and refuse to kneel at the table of the friend 
id Saviour of your souls 1 ■ " Look to it," my brethren, 
for evil is before yoif if you do. 

The Jews, remember, were threatened with having 
le bread of their souls taken from them. Gadara, 
■o, refused to suffer the Lord of life to enter her gates, 
id be warned by her fall ; "hut of how much sorer 
miskment shall they be thought worthy, who count the 
'ood of Christ by which they are sanctified and re- 
lented," an unholy thing ? Let them but consider 
jw solemn a day is drawing nigh, to how joyful a 
ast they are invited, and they will want no further 
•guments to induce them. Let them examine their 
i^es and conversations by the rule of God's command- 
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ments. Let them pray for pardon through the blood 
shed 09 that solemn day. Let them draw near with 
faith grounded on the truth of the resurrection ; let 
them do so with sincere and thankfiil hearts^ with 
unmixed and heartfelt charity to man^ and with steady 
resolutions (through the grace of God) of amendment 
of life ; and they will do in the solemn day^ and in the 
day of the feast of the Lord^ what will tranquillize their 
consciences^ increase their faith^ strengthen their hope^ 
and what above all^ will be acceptable to God. Ye^ 
therefore, my brethren, who have hitherto been ac- 
customed to assemble with your fellow Christians at 
the Lord's table on these occasions, come once more, 
for it may be that you may never have another op- 
portunity. Ye, who Tiever haoe come before, come, I 
beseech you, lest you never be permitted to come at all, 
lest the bread of your souls be taken from you, and you 
he rejected from any share in the privilege promised by 
our Saviour to the Twelve, that they sJiould eat and 
drink with him at his table in his kingdom ; that is, 
that they should be advanced to the highest state of 
glory in heaven, and admitted to the greatest degree 
of intimate communion with him ; and to which that 
we may also be advanced, may God of his infinite 
mercy grant, through the merits and mediation of the 
same Jesus Christ our most blessed Advocate and 
Redeemer. 






■•I 



11 






SERMON VII. 



FOR GOOD FRIDAY. 
EccLuiABTsa, Chap. hi. V. 14. 



know that, whatsoerer God doe&, it shall be for ever : Dothing 
be put to it, nor an}' tiling taken from it ; and God doetli it, 
men shoold fear before bim. 

SRE we at mil disposed to question what the [»eaclier 
here adraoced in the text, respecting the " bmlder 
I maker of ail tkingt," the extent, the perfectim, 
1 the object of all his woi^, we should find ourselTes 
itited by tiie very first chapter in the Bible, where 
are told that " God saa every thing tiiat he had 
de, and behold, it was very good" as well as bj 
declaradou <tf the four-and-tweaty Elders whwn 
John describes in the RevelatioDS — as "xeorskipping 
t that Uoethfor ever and ever, mtd catting their crowu 
vre the throne, mying thou art worthy O Lord to 
m>e glory aaid honour tmd power, for thou hast created 
ihingg and for thy pleasare they lu-e and were erta- 
." "Lift up your eyes," says God himself, ^leaking 
the prophet Isaiah, " on high and behold who hath 
Tted all tilings, that bringeth out their host by nuta- 
, that calleth them till by names, by the greatness 0/ 
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his might, for thM he is strong in power ; not onefail^ 
ethr* He hath mtide every thing beautiful in his time. 
Wonderful as the improvement is which man has made 
in the different branches of art — deeply as he has in- 
vestigated the recesses of science — ^yet nothing that 
his ingenuity can devise^ or his industry discover, can 
ever equal the perfection of every thing, which the 
author of perfection himself pronounced originally — 
''very good,'* even though now deteriorated by the 
effects of man's transgression. 

But these remarks apply to . the visible works of 
Creation. " Lo! these^ as Job says, " are parts of his 
ways, but how little a portion is heard of Mm.** '^ The 
heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament 
skemth his handy work.** So wonderful is their con^ 
struction, their concord, and the regularity with which 
they observe their appointed seasons, that we cease 
to feel surprise at the conclusion at which Philosophy 
had arrived, respecting their eternity. But we know 
that these shall not ^^ be for ever,** Revelation has 
removed the mist which Philosophy could not pene- 
trate. And how is our admiration of all the glories 
of the heavens, and the beauteous ornaments which 
adorn the bosom of the earth, converted into awful 
reverence and adoration of that Being, at whose word 
(we are assured by St. Peter) the heavens shall pass 
away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat, and the earth and all the works that 
are therein shall be burned up. It is not, therefore, to 
the <^ things that are seen,** but to *' the things that are 
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not seen*" that I am about to apply the language of the 
text — ^not to objects of our senses, but to objects im- 
pervious except to the eye of faith — unapprehended, 
except by the spiritual heart. Yes ! my brethren, it is 
to that peculiarly great and stupendous work of God, 
which was planned and begun ^' before ever the earth 
or the round world was made/* but which, as on this day, 
was ''finished^ — the Redemption of man by the sacri- 
fice of the death of Christ — ^that I am about to apply it 
And may I not feel confident that, having thus declared 
the peculiar work of God to which I allude, every one 
of you is ready to exclaim in the language of the text, 
'* / know that, what God doeth, it shall be for ever : 
nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it : 
and God doeth it, that men should fear before him/* 
The peculiar characteristics of the scheme of Redemp- 
tion, devised by the Almighty, are, that " it shall be for 
everr It began before the beginning of time, and shaU 
survive its final consummation. Nothing can be put to 
it — ^it is full, perfect, and complete. Nothing can be 
taken from it — deprive it of any one of its requisites 
and you destroy its efficacy and its essence. And it was 
indeed adopted that, besides its primary intention of 
reconciling us to God, it might be a lasting monument 
of God's anger against sin, and an effectual motive to 
obedience, and godly fear amongst men. God doeth 
it, that men should fear before him. 

Such being the characteristics of the scheme of Re- 
demption devised by the Almighty, I will now proceed 
to shew you, more at large, how the words of my text 
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apply to the great event, which ought, and, I believe 
does occupy all your hearts. I do not deem it requisite 
to prove to you that you need a Saviour to redeem you : 
your very attendance here to-day is an evidence thai 
you know, and fain would I hope that you feel the 
need, and the value of having such a Saviour ; one 
who is indeed " mighty to gave." My object is, there- 
fore, to give you some instruction to enable you how U 
airuige your thoughts properly on this great subject 
by leading you to consider : — 

I. — That the Redemption purchased for us by the 
death of Christ shall be for ever. God having made o1 
one blood, all nations of men, its effects and benefit! 
were first conferred upon the Patriarchs, who " died it 
faith, not having received the promises i but having teet 
them cfar off, and were persuaded of them, and embracec 
thm" " The hope of the promise made of God untt 
Aie Father^ was kept alive in the hearts of many, whc 
"wmted for the consolation of Israel" through all th( 
Buecessive intervening ages, till the day spring from on 
high arose and shed a peculiar glory over his people. 
Israel. " As many as received him, to them gewe hi 
power to become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on his name" And, when it was more expedieni 
for them that he should go away, his place was supplied 
by those " who, from the beginmng, were eye witnessei 
and ministers of the word; and they went forth arte 
preached every where, the Lord working with them, atio 
confirming the word with signs following ; and such ai 
were ordained to eternal life believed ;" all those whosf 
f2 
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hearts and minds were disposed to embrace the gospel, 
received the benefits of that Redemption, by the for- 
giveness of their sins, and by the promise of eternal 
inheritance, both Jews and Gentiles. ** It was ne- 
cessary^ said Paul and Barnabas to the Jews at Antioch, 
'^ that the word of God should first have been spoken 
unto you ; but seeing ye put it from you, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo ! we turn to 
the Gentilesr ^* So that by their fall salvation came 
to the Gentiles'' And, from that period, the effects 
of the Redemption were evidently universal, no longer 
confined to the lost sheep of the house of Israel, they were 
j oBTered to all men, they included all men. *' There is 

neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision. 
Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free, but Christ is all and 
in all!* In every nation he that f ear eth him and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with him. Let him be of 
whatever nation, under heaven, whoever is saved, is 
saved only through virtue of the Redemption through 
Jesus, '' who is the Saviour of all men, especially of them 
that believer Nor will it be otherwise till the end of time, 
for there is no other name under heaven whereby we can be 
saved, hut only the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. "/ cfe- 
termined^ said St. Paul to the Corinthians, ^^not to know 
p any thing' among you, save Jesus Christ, and him cn^ 

cified^ neither to preach, nor even to appear to know 
of any other method of salvation, than through a chi-* 
cified Redeemer. ^* Heaven and earth shall pass away^ 
said Christ, " but my words shall not pass away ;" and, 
amongst his words were these — *^ he that beUeveth in 
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fne shall never die f the effects of his Redemption 
therefore *' shall he for eoerll' eren through eternity 
itself, for they, whom St. John saw arrayed in white 
robes in . heaven, were declared to be those who had 
vmhed their robes, and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb, But, 

IL— '* Nothing can be put to it J* It was wrought 
out for us by one, whose merits and powers were 
all-sufficient for that purpose, able to save to the 
uttermost, those that came unto God by him. The 
victim who suffered, was '^ a Lamb provided by God 
himself, without blemish, and without spot, aiid in whom 
dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead AorftYy,'*— eternity, 
power, and wisdom ; who knew what was requisite for 
our Redemption, and was able to execute what was 
requisite. 

To attribute salvation, therefore, to the joint effect 
of human exertions and the merits of Christ, is to 
degrade the doctrine of Redemption through his blood. 
His Death is the sole meritorious cause of the expiation 
of our sins — ^his Mediation, the sole meritorious cause 
of the acceptance of our prayers, and good works. The 
faith that will be imputed unto us for righteousness — 
is unfeigned, unwavering, faith in his Blood, and in 
his Mediation, as the source of our sanctification and 
salvation* Nothing can be put to the eternal Redemp- 
tion which .he has purchased for us — ^it borrows no 
lustre from any thing we can do — neither the firmest 
faith itself, nor the warmest charity — ^neither the most 
profound humility, nor the most exalted piety— can add 
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" one jot or one tittle^ to the eflBcacy of his Redemption. 
God hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to his own 
purpose and grace, xohich was given us in Christ Jesus, 
before the world began. After ye have done all, said 
Christ, say we are but unprofitable servants, servants 
who can lay no claim to salvation but through the merits 
and mediation df their Redeemer — whose best works are 
so characterized by imperfection, negligence, and wilftd 
waywardness of heart, that they are nothing worth. 
The only light in which we can be allowed to look upon 
our best works is, as an evidence of our faith and love 
to Jesus Christ : an evidence, without which, though it 
cannot of itself save us, we cannot be saved. And, 

r 

therefore, while we acknowledge the reasonableness of 
St. Paul's exhortation to Titus, This is a faithful saying, 
and these things I xvill that thou constantly affirm, that 
they which have believed in God might be careful to 
maintain good works — while we maintain, that " saving 
faith cannot subsist without sincere obedience, that he, 
and he only, builds his house upon a rock, whose faith 
works by charity, by keeping the commandments of 
God in that pure and spiritual sense in which they are 
explained and enforced by our blessed Saviour in his 
divine sermon on the Mount ; and that no one whoever 
professes the high calling of a Christian will ever think, 
in preaching or in practice, of separating things so 
essential to salvation,"* we must own, at the same time, 
with Job, that he sealeth up the hand of every man, that 
all men may know his work — that all men may see and 

♦ Dr. TowNSON. 
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acknowledge that their Redemption is the work of God 
alone^ and that nothit^ can he put to it. 

III. — Still more^ Nothing can be taken from it. No 
man can say that the vicarious sufferings of Christ were 
ineffectual to the putting away sin, and to our re- 
concilement to God, because the idea is contrary to the 
dictates of human reason — ^no man can say that Christ 
died, merely to give mankind an example of patience, 
of fortitude, and of resignation to contingent trials and 
sufferings, to encourage his followers to believe in him, 
to confirm his doctrine, or to carry on the scheme 
of imposture which he had practised through his life — 
no man can deny the divinity of Jesus, and his 
equality with the Father in every divine attribute, or 
more impiously attribute to him the feebleness and 
fraaties of mere human nature, without taking from 
the intention and sufficiency of that glorious work of 
Redemption, which, ^^ is the Lorcts doing, and is mar-- 
teUous in our eyes'* — ^without dishonouring God, and 
endangering his own soul ; ibr he maketh God a liar, 
because he believeth not the record which God hath of 
his Son, and this is the record which God hath given to 
us, eternal Ufe, and this life is in his Son — and he 
plainly proves himself to be one of the *' enemies of 
the cross of Christ.** 

Oh ! well would they do who '' talk so exceeding 
proud^ concerning thei doctrine of atonement by the 
blood of Jesus — ^well would they do to consider by 
what means they must be saved, when, as we have 
seen their Qwn works are utterly inefficacious to this 
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end^ and they have rejected the counsel of God against 
themselves — ^have despised the great salvation offered 
to them^ in the sacrifice^ which this man^ after he had 
once offered^ for ever sat down at the right hand of Ood, 
from henceforth expecting till his enemies be made his 
footstool t Do they tell me that they rely upon the 
mercy of God ? I reply that there is no mercy to be 
expected^ but the mercies of God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord — ^mercies bestowed on man^ not for his own 
righteousness^ but on account of His obedience to 
deaths even the death of the cross. And we should 
all remember, my Christian brethren, 

IV. — *' That Goddoeth it that men should fear before 
him ;" should fear the commission of those sins which 
required so great an expiation, and which, when re- 
peated, " crucify the Son of God afresh, and put him 
to an open shame,** — should fear the danger of losing 
the benefits thereby conferred upon them, and to a 
knowledge of which they have been called, /or if they 
sin wilfully J after they have come to a knowledge of the 
truth y there remains no more saerifice for sins, but a 
Jj certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indigo 

nation, which shall devour the adversaries. Yes, my 
brethren, there is no truth recorded in the holy scrip- 
tures more certain than this, " that the Lord Jesus 
shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 
in flaimng fire taking vengeance on them that know 
not Gt)d, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Who shall be punished with everlasting 
f^ destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from 
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the glory rf his power, when he ahaU come to be 
glorified in his Saints, and to be admired in all them 
that believe/'* 

While the doctrine of Redemption through the 
blood of Christ, will be the '^ stone that shall grind 
to powdef^ all those who reject it — ^whHe thej who 
count the blood of the covenant, wherewith they are 
rnict^d, an unholy thing ; '' repenting and groaning 
for anguish of spirit, shall say mthin themselves, this 
was he whom me had sometimes in derision and a 
proverb of reproach; we fools accounted his life mad- 
ness, and his end to be xvithout honour^ Therefore 
have we erred from the way of truth, and the light of 
righteousness hath not shined unto us, and the sun of 
righteousness rose not upon us"* — it will ever be to the 
Christian an object of the most unbounded admiration— 
lihe horn of his salvation and his refuge ; he will see 
its extent, its perfection, and its object, it shall be for 
ever, nothing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from 
it, and he wiU feel that God doeth it, that men should 
fear before him. Knowing, therefore, '^ that Almighty 
" God our heavenly Father, of his tender mercy, did 
" give his only begotten Son Jesus Christ, to suffer 
'^ death upon the cross, for our Redemption, who made 
** there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a 
^^ foil, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and 
** satis&ction, for the sins of the whole world.'* — Know- 
ing th^, I say, can any Christian at the same time 
forget that '^ he did institute, and, in his holy gospel 

• 2 Thess. i. 7, 8, 9, 10. 
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command us to continue a perpetual memory of that, 
his precious death, until his coming again T 
Can he be really sensible of the extent* the perfection, 
and the object of that precious death, who refuses to 
come to the Lord*s table, though he sees the very 
means, by which he is to commemorate that death, 
and to testify his own sense of it before his eyes? 
'' / wot, brethren^ that hitherto *' in ignorance ye did 

fH it/* but I hope that I have now explained the doctrine 

of Redemption by the cross of Christ, in such a manner 
I at least, as will prevent your pleading total ignorance 

in excuse for your sins. 

Go, then, and turn your backs if you please on the 

I j Lord's table ; but, " know of a surety,** that by so doing, 

you are presuming to add to the efficacy of Christ's 
death, by trusting to that mercy of God which he has 
never promised — you are taking from its efficacy, if 
you suppose that it will not strengthen and refresh your 
souls ; or that there is any sin, which the sacrifice of 
the death of Christ, which is there conunemorated, can- 
not atoi\e for — and you plainly do not fear the Lord, 
because you do not fear to transgress the last com- 
mandment of his dear Son. Go, then, but do not call 
yourselves Christians, do not profess to say that you- 
look up to the cross of Christ for Redemptibn and 
Salvation ; do not say, for you cannot do it with truth, 
God forbid that I should glory — save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto 
me, and I unto the world* 
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But come ye good and &ithful servantB of the Lord 
Jesus^ '' ye that mind to come to the holy communion 
of the body and blood of our Saviour Christ^'' — meekly 
kneelmg on your knees, and making your humble con- 
fession to Almighty God, partake of the heavenly feast 
prepared for you. Come, trusting not in your own 
righteousness, but in his manifold and great mercies. 
Come, fixing your eyes on the sacred emblems of your 
Redeemer's body and blood, renew your vows of obedi- 
ence to his commands — ^reiterate your supplications for 
his assistance to enable you to keep them — ^give utter- 
ance to the feelings of your hearts, whether throbbing 
mth anxious hopes and fears, or weighed down to the 
ground with sorrow and distress, lift them up unto the 
Lord with gratitude for the mercies you have received, 
and let them be stayed upon him in firmest confidence 
that he knows, and will do, whatever is best for you. 
Intreat him, above all things, to give you a clean heart, 
and renew a right spirit within you, to graft in your hearts 
the love of his name, to increase in you true religion ; to 
nourish you with all goodness, and of his great mercy, to 
keep you in the same, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
^' And, hear us, O most merciful Father, we most humbly 
** beseech thee, and grant that we, receiving these thy 
^* creatures of bread and wine, according to thy Son 
" our Saviour Jesus Christ's holy institution, may be 
" partakers of his most blessed body and blood, and 
*^ though we be unworthy, through our manifold sins, 
*' to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet, we beseech thee 
^* to accept this our bounden duty and service, not 
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wd^iiiig our merits, but pardoning our offences, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, by whom, and with 
whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honour 
and glory be unto thee O Father Almighty, world 
without end." Amen. 
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Isaiah/ Chap. xi. V. 2, 3. 



And the Spirit of the Lord shaU rest upon him, the spirit of wis- 
dom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit 
of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord ; and shall make him of 
quick understanding in the fear of the Lord. 

Had the Ethiopian Eunuch fixed his eye on this pas- 
sage of the prophet Isaiah, instead of that which he 
was reading on his return from Jerusalem, when Philip 
was ordered hy the Spirit to join himself to his chariot, 
probably he would have still asked the question ''of 
whom speaketh the prophet this, of hipiself or of some 
other man ?" And it may be as probable that many of 
those now before me, may be equally inclined to make 
the same enquiry. In this discourse, therefore, I will 
endeavour to explain to you the original application of 
the passage, as well as the practical application which 
we may make of it to ourselves. And, first, you must 
be informed that the person, upon whom the Spirit was 
to rest, was the Messiah, the Son of God, the blessed 
Jesus, the Redeemer of the world. He was the great 
Prophet foretold by Moses,* who was to be endowed 

• Deut, XVIII, 15, 
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with the gifts of God's Holy Spirit, in a manner sur- 
passing every other prophet that had appeared in the 
world; God anointed him with ^'the oil of gladness 
above his fellows,** and the Holy Spirit was not ^ven 
by measm'e unto him, but '' in him dwelt all the fulness 
of the godhead bodily f every kind of divine know- 
ledge and sagacity, of wisdom and prudence, of purity 
and courage, of holy affections, of vigour and strength 
for obedience, and whatever was requisite for the exer- 
cise of his personal n^inistry, was to be, as it were, 
embodied in him. All these endowments of his human 
nature are ascribed to the operation of the Holy Spirit, 
the third person in the blessed Trinity, who was thus 
^*to rest upon him.** And that it did so, ''his holy 
life, his stupendous miracles, his boundless knowledge 
and heavenly wisdom, his words and his works all pro- 
claimed." You may even refer to the circumstance of 
his Baptism, when the actual descent of the Holy 
Spirit upon him was witnessed, and recorded by the 
Baptist. 

All these circumstances serve to prove to us, who is 
the person alluded to by the prophet, upon whom the 
Spirit of the Lord was to rest, and, therefore, we will 
proceed directly to the practical application of the 
words of the text. For not only does this passage of 
scripture convey to us groimds'of confidence in the 
blessed Jesus, as beyig all wise, and all powerful ; but it 
likewise contains a promise to all his followers, that the 
same Spirit which rested upon him, shall also rest upon 
them, enduing them with understanding and power of 
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obedience, so that in all things thej shall be conformed 
tmto hit image, and follow hit steps. " Of his ftUnett" 
says St. John, " have all we received, and grace for 
grac^ for all the wisdom^ knowledge, strength and 
grace of Christians is derived from him, who of God, 
St. Paul says, m made unto ns "msdom, and righ- 
teoutness, and sanctj^ation, and redemption f who is 
the (nmse of our obtaining these blessings, from the 
Holy Spirit of God. i^ow if any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of hit, says St Paul, and 
therefore it is indispensably requisite for every man 
amongst us seriously to consider, whether we are 
guided by that same Spirit which, as we have seen, 
retted upon Jesus Christ. It was his own assurance to 
liis disciples — " I will pray the Father, and he shall give 
yoQ another Comforter that he may abide with you for 
erer, even the Spirit of Truth, whom the world cannot 
recdre because it seeth him not, neither knoweth 
Iiim, but ye know him for he dwelleth in you, and 
shall be in you." That this promise was not confined 
to the Twelve y»u will be convinced, if you turn to 
the second chapter of Acts, 38, 39 verses, where we 
read, that when the Jews heard the forcible preaching 
of St. Peter, and being pricked in their hearts, enquired 
" men and brethren, what shall we do?" Peter said 
onto them, "repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
For the promise is un^o you, and to your children, and 
to all that are a&r off, even aa many as the Lord our 
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God shall call." Not oDly, you will ohserre, the Jem 
of that day, and their immediate descendants ; but all 
that are afar <0'—ai\ Gentiles, and men in every nation 
that feared God and embraced the gospel, were to enjoy 
the promise, Uiat the Spirit of God should rest uptm 
them — ^persona of every age and rank were to be the 
objects of the sanctifying influences of the Spirit of the 
Lord. 

We have no scriptural grounds to e]q>ect that God 
will pour upon lu, or upon our descendants, the extror 
ordinary gifts of the Spirit ; that they shall see pro- 
phetic dreams or visions — we have do reason to believe 
that the jnanifestaiion of the Spirit is given to any man 
ui such a manner, as that he can possibly assert a direct 
comimtmcation with God — But we have every reason 
to expect; and to believe, that the Holy Spirit of God 
shall rest upon us. " The Spirit of wisdom and under- 
standing" — that we may " know the things that are 
freely given to us of God. Which things we may also 
speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, 
but which the Holy Ghost teacheth, comparing Spiritual 
things vrith Spiritual" — The Spirit of counsel and 
Tnight ; of counsel — to form good designs^ and of 
might, or courage — to execute them ; "for God hath 
not given us the Spirit of fear, but of power, and ef 
love, and of a sound mind" The Spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the Lord, the knowledge of the will 
of God and ^e disposition to obey it, which Sfurit 
ihall make m of quick understanding in the fear of the 
Lord, inducing us to lay hold of all opportunities of 
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adrandng God's honour^ and promoting true pieftjr^ 
and thus resembling om* blessed Savionr in that very 
particular which shewed him most especially to be the 
person predicted by the prophet ; ^^ for it was his meat 
and drink to do the will of him that sent him and to 
finish his work.*** 

We have every reason, I repeat, to believe and to 
expect that this Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon us, 
if we wttl but receive him and obey his godly motions, 
and, above all, tf we will but pray for him. Turn to 
die eleventh chapter of St. Luke, where our Saviour 
says *^for every one that asketh receiveth ; and he theft 
seeketh Jindeth ; and to him that knocketh it shall he 
opened^ But what was it they were to receive and to 
find ? He tells them plainly a few verses afterwards 
when he had enqiured whether they would not comply 
with the requests of their children, '^ If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts onto your children ; 
how much more shall your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask him V The Holy Spirit, 
therefore, was what they were to ask for, and what 
they would receive and . find, and who wouM open to 
them the kingdom of heaven, ^^ for it is alone by his 
infinences that we are brought to know God and our- 
selves ; to repent, to believe in, and to love Christ ; to 
hope, rejoice, and obey, and so are made comfortable 
aiid useful in this world, and meet for happiness in the 
next" It is, therefore, of the very greatest moment 
t^ us to reflect, whether we hape the Spirit of Christ or 
fast. Hme ym become wise xxvAo' salvatnon ? Have we 
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cmirageously endeavoured to do the will of God ? Are 
we eager to do what we can to be religious ourselves, 
and to make others so ? This was the Spirit that rested 
upon him, and /or which we are exhorted by him to 
pray. Be assured that this Hohf Spirit will neither 
visit you nor abide with you, if you do not beseech 
him both to come and to tarry with you. And, reflect, 
what can you do without him ? 

What can you know — or how can you please God ? 
What support can you have in sorrow ? What light in 
your spiritual darkness? or what strength to resist 
your temptations ? You can have none ; only look at 
the many times that you have &llen again into your 
did sins, in spite of all your determinations to overcome 
them ; only look at the disposition of your mind, even 
when you are kneelmg before God in prayer; how 
noiany things will come into them, even at that solemn 
moment, to turn your thoughts from God and from 
your duty. Look too at the manner in which you bear 
any mbfortune that befidls you — how apt you are to 
murmur, and to forget who it is tiiat afflicteth you. 
These things will shew you, that if you will not pray 
fervently to God to send to you the Holy Ghost to 
counsel you — ^to grant you to have a right judgment 
in all things, and evermore to rejcnce in his holy com- 
fort, to purify your hearts, and to enable you to ke^ 
his commandments, and to please him both in will and 
deed — ^you cannot expect to be happy or. holy either 
in this world or the next; for experience shews you that 
when left to himself, '* the condition of man n&ex the 
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'' M of Adam is such^ that he cannot turn and p«e- 
" pare himself, by his own natural strength and good 
'* works f^ he cannot run wkh patience the race thai is 
tet before him, or be in any way perfect as his Father 

fore, to know the will of God, to be able to bear the 
hardships of your present state, or to be free from your 
present sins — do let me entreat you, my brethren, to 
be earnest in your prayers to God for the Spirit cf the 
Lord to rest upon you. And, believe me, you will be 
able to tell wh^i he does rest upon you, and is in you. 
I do not mean that you will feel any thing extraordinary 
in your hearts or minds — ^you will not be able to dis- 
ting^h the modems of the Spirit from your own 
thoughts. What I mean is, tllat you will not perceive 
within you any thing keeping you back from sin, or 
niaking you more holy against your own will; for 
instance — ^if you have been addicted to drinking or 
bearing, or any other vice, you will not find any thing 
in your hearts which will either prevent your feet from 
carrying you to those places where you were in the 
habits of drinking, or closing your mouth to prevent 
your swearing, or in any manner over-ruling your 
actions and inclinations. 

You are not to expect to feel the Holy Spirit working 
within you, as some people say they do. But how is it 
tha't you are to know that you have the Spirit of Christ, 
and that the Holy Ghost dwelleth in you ? Look at 
the text — see whether you have the spirit of wisdom and 
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u^der standing, the spirit of ctnmsel and mighty the 
spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 

The habitation of the Holy Spirit within us is 
known only by its effects — ^when you find within you a 
greater acquaintance with the spiritual meaning of the 
gospel and a greater degree of power and resolution 
in conforming your lives to it; a greater desire to 
please God, and to adorn the doctrine of Grod your 
Saviour in all things — ^when you find yourself more 
sensible of your sins, more aUve to the deadly nature 
of them, as well as more contrite for them — ^when 
you place your whole trust and amfidence in the merits 
and mediation of your Redeaner, and take him for 
your Prophet, your Priest, and your King — when you 
live in a constant sense of the just anger of God 
against all mann^ of sin, and habitually remeniber and 
fear <' to fall hOo the hands of the Ueing Godf then, 
my brethren, you may rejoice in reflecting that yon are 
hdbjf the Spirit of Crod, that you hace the Spirit of 
Christ, and that the Spirit of the Lord rests upon you. 
Yfhsaa you compare your own lives with the word of 
God, and find that they are guided by the same S jnrit 
as that which the text predicts, as the Spirit of the 
Lord which was to rest upon Christ ; thongh you 
must fisr ever acknowledge that you are but unprofit- 
able servants ; you vriU want nothing to comfort you 
in adversity — to dieer you in doubt — to strengthen yoa 
vn temptation — and to give you a signal victory over 
the woild« And beware that yoo never kse or grieve this 
#/a/m Spirit. WUle you acknowledge that without 
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him you can do nothing, that by him you are sanctified, 
and that you depend upon him for strength and deliver- 
ance from your spiritual foes, you must remember to 
watchy to strive y to labour, as if all depended on your^ 
selves. He worketh with you, not without you; he 
never comes, but when he is invited, and never stays, 
where not properly entertained. 

In a heart polluted by pride, malice, dishonesty, in- 
temperance, or by the sinful lusts of the flesh, he mil 
not dwell. But he will never refuse to rest upon those 
who are humble, pure, and pious. For thus, saith the 
High and Lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name 
is Holy, / dwell in the high and holy place, with him 
ako that is of a contrite and humble spirit to revive 
the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the 
contrite ones. Humbly, therefore, let us beseech God, 
that, as by his special grace preventing us, he doth put 
into our minds, good desires, so by his continual help 
we may bring the same to good effect through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with the Father and the 
Holy Ghost be ascribed as is most due, all honour, 
power, praise, might, majesty and dominion, now and 
forever. Amen. 
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SERMON IX. 



THE LEPER CLEANSED. 



Matthbw, Chap. viii. V. 2, 3, 



And, behold, there came a leper and worshipped him, saying. 
Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me dean ; and Jesas put forth 
his hand, and touched him, saying, I will; be thou clean. And' 
immediately his leprosy was cleansed. 

There are few portions of the New Testament which 
are more impressive than this story of the leper cleansed 
by Jesus. There is a conciseness about it which' ren- 
ders it peculiarly striking. The simplicity of the leper's 
request; the ready compliance of our Lord; and the 
immediate removal of his disorder^ incurable by human 
remedies^ all combine to give a wonderful degree of 
interest to it in the eyes of an attentive reader of the 
Word ; while perhaps on many they may feil of produc- 
ing any e£fect whatever; ,at least, I may say that 
many of my present hearers have never perhaps con- 
sidered the various beauties contained in so small a 
compass. To unfold these beauties to your view, and 
to enable you to make a proper application of them, 
is my present object. To accomplish which, I must call 
your attention to the several points in the story ; and 



THE LEPER CLEANSED. 89 

I. — To the leper. He was one of a wretched class 
of men, labouring under the severe visitation of an 
incurable disorder, which excluded the sufferer from 
public ordinances, and from most of the employments 
and comforts of society. No sooner had the priest, 
who was appointed to determine the nature of the 
disease, pronounced a man to be infected with the 
leprosy, than it was ordered by the Levitieal law, that 
'' his clothes shall he rent, and his head bare, and he 
shall put a covering upon his upper lip, and shall cry 
unclean, unclean, all the days that the plague shall he 
in him; he shall he defiled, he shall dwell alone, with- 
out the lamp shall his habitation be!" Thus, cut off 
from all intercourse with his fellow creatures, compelled 
to warn them from approaching him, and condemned 
to perpetual solitude, the case of the leper is one 
which excites the strongest emotions of pity in our 
breasts ; such a one was the man who came to Jesus. 
We are not told how he had heard of the fame of Jesus, 
but our first introduction to him, is as coming, and, 
as Luke records the ma^^Ae, falling on his face beseech- 
ing him, Juord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. 
His address appears indeed not so much a supplication 
for the exercise of the Saviour's mercy and healing 
power, as an acknowledgment of it, and an unshaken 
confidence in it. He docs not say, behold, and see my 
sufferings, pity my desolate condition, and restore me 
to society ; but he simply says, '' if thou wilt, thou canst 
make me cleans I know that thou possessest the power 
which alone can cleanse me, if thou art but willing to 
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employ it in my behalf. He expresses not^ like the 
pirdud Syrian, an expectation that he would ''stand, 
and call on the name of the Lord his. God, amd strike 
his handover the place, and recover the leper ^ he comes 
to him as to God himse^, not presuming to supplicate 
a favour, but meekly acknowledging his power to 
grant one. And he needed not to supplicate, for 
Jesu3, who knew his inmost thoughts, iMtosiiiy put forth 
his hand and touched him. An act, I should observe, 
which was prohibited by the law, and could only be 
done without incurring defilement, by the High Priest, 
when he applied the blood of the offering made upon 
his cleansing, to the various parts of his body, '' the 
tip of his right ear, the thumb of his r^ht hand, and 
the great toe of his right foot,'* intimating to the cleansed 
person, henceforth he was to hear and obey all the 
commands of God ; to do his work, and to walk in his 
laws ; but this very circumstance of Jesus touching the 
leper, was a plain proof that he was indeed that great 
High Priest, whose peculiar office it was to cleanse and 
purify mankind ; putting forth his hand, therefore, and 
touching him, Jesus said / mil; be thou clean, and im^ 
mediately his leprosy was cleansed. He was satisfied 
with the evidence which the leper gave of his faith, by 
coming to him, and no sooner had the gracious words 
proceeded out of his mouth— words which, fijr sublimity 
and power, can only be equalled by the Almighty fiat — 
*' let there be light — than the wretched sufferer found 
himself instantly restored to health, and to his station 
in society. 



Si 



THB LEPER CLEANSED^ 91 

F(Nr a moment review the scene ; behold the 8i]£Eenng^ 
leper throwing himself on his face before the Saviour, 
declaring his confidence in his Ahnigfaty power ; behold 
the compassionate Saviour laying his hand on the 
loathsome object from whom every one else would 
have shrunk with horror, and no sooner has he done 
so than the outcast leper rises to his feet in all the 
vigor of renovated healthy and with all the exultation 
naturally consequent on a re-establishment in his rank 
and respectabiSy. And where can we find on earth a 
more interesting incident, a clearer testimony of the 
power and compassion of Jesus ? It is quite impos- 
sible, I think, to imagine an incident more likely to 
afiect the minds of all who only read the Evangelist's 
description of it; and it must have been peeuliarly 
fitriking to the Jews who witnessed it, and who knew 
do weU the misery attendant upon the disease— and if 
any thing could have convinced them that Jesus was 
the Son of God, it must have been this miracle of 
healing the leprosy, a disease which they knew could 
have been removed only by the immediate interposition 
of the Deity. No wonder then, that, notwithstanding 
our Lord's strict injunctions to the cleansed leper to tell 
no many but to go and shew himself to the Priest, and 
offer for his cleansing according as Moses had com- 
manded fm* a testimony unto them, as a proof that he 
was really cleansed from his disease, and as a proof too, 
that he who had cleansed him was in deed and in truth 
the Son of God— no wonder, I say, that as St. Luke 
informs us, '' so much the more went there a fame 
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abroad of him, and great multitudes came together to 
hear, and to he healed hy him of their if^rmities. 

IL — ^But how much more interesting does the inci- 
dent become, how much more confidence and encou* 
ragement does it convey, when we contemplate it in its 
spiritual character^ as representing to us the. present 
fallen and polluted state of human nature, which needs 
the healing hand of the great Physician ; as pointing 
out to us. Him who alone is able to recover us of the 
leprosy of sin^ and who is not only able, but willing to 
do so ; and upon our application to whom, in faith 
and with confidence, our leprosy shall immediately be 
cleansed. 

Dangerous and unwarrantable as it is to put a forced 
construction upon any of those plain parts of Scripture, 
which, when taken in a literal acceptation, contain 
sufficient correction and instruction in righteousness, 
we may be allowed, I think, to consider the miracle 
recorded in the text, in this spiritual and more extended 
sense^ for the parallel is exact between the disease of 
the body and that of the soul ; and between the methods 
by which the one was, and the other is, to be restored. 

Every man who is conscious of his many and inherent 
sins, must feel himself to be a leper, excluded thereby, 
from the society to which he ought to belong ; the saints 
that are vpon the earth, and tJie spirits of just men 
made perfect in heaven. Like the leper he can only be 
cleansed by the power of God, and his Redeemer. 
Must he not then be ready, in order £o be recovered of 
the leprosy, to throw himself at his feet exclaiming. 



t 



THE LEPER CLEANSED. 



93 



** if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean f^ With this 
recorded instance of his Saviour's compassion before 
him^ can he doubt but that he will cleanse him of his 
sin and restore him to his forfeited station among such 
as '' shall he saved through faith that is in him f" 

It is no forced interpretation^ therefore^ of this miracle 
to apply it thus. — 

In the infected leper^ does every sinner behold a 
portrait of himself; every sin to which we are addicted^ 
drunkenness, fornication, theft, murder, covetousness, 
evil thoughts, is only a prominent feature of a polluted 
nature, which will certainly exclude us from the society 
of the blessed ; '' tmthout the camp, shall our habitation 
heP for *^into the holy dty nothing entereth that 
worketh abomination, or thai loveth a lieJ* " This I 
say brethren^ says St. Paul, " that Jlesh and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, neither doth corrupt 
turn inherit incorruptionr Man, in his natural state, 
biassed by evil designs, devoted to carnal objects, could 
not be ^' meet to be a partaker of the inheritance with 
the Saints in light" He is to them what the leper 
was to the Jews : he is proscribed, and must cry unclean, 
unclean. But surely he has heard of Jesus, he has 
heard that he ^^came to save his people from their sins'* — 
he feels that there is a remedy for him — ^he knows that 
the remedy is offered to all who will apply for it; 
that He who hath in mercy appointed it, '^ knoweth what 
things he hath need of,** and therefore while he need 
not dwell upon the specialities of his disorder, he 
must testify his sense of his power to cleanse him ; all 
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t he can say w " if thou wUt," if thoa fliinkest me a 
tfaject of thy mercy, "thou earut make me clean" — 
1 no one who ever comes to the great Phyracian, inth 
confidHice in his power, and reliance on his mercy, 

ever be rejected. It is not, said our Lord, it is not 
vnUof your Father, which ia in heaven, that one oj 
e little ones should perish ; that any who beUeve in 
and are conscious of thdr miseiy, and are anxioos to 
lealed, should be left a prey to the ravages of a deadly 
irder. As He came into the world to do His will, so 
s ready to heal all their distempers ; his language is 
ivery repentant ann^, be thou clean, upon this ac- 
wledgment of thy sinfulness, and of thy sense of the 
' in which alone it can be blottal out, all that is past 
It be forgiven and forgotten. Thy former sins shall 
more be had in remembrance in the sight of God, 

from the abject state of spiritual leprosy arise to 
mess of life ; henceforth hear, obey, and serve God. 
lis, as in the literal sense of the text, Christ healed 

prostrate leper, so in a spiritual sense, will he 
wive the spirit of the contrite oaesT Purified by tiie 
tour's touch and words, the miner, though "faUen 
m times a day" recovers himself from the snare of 

Devil. Old things are passed meay and new 
ires, new occupations, new hopes employ and ani- 
te his breast, he goes on his way rgoicing, he resumes 
place, as a candidate for immortality ; his delight 
p} the taints that are upon the earth, and on such as 
el in virtue ; and ]as conversation is in heaven, where 
future abode khall be, amidst th(»e blessed spirits 
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who even now rejoice at the recovery and converaon 
of a brother spirit saved from perdition. 

III. — Thus explained^ you have not failed, I should 
think, to have remarked what it is requisite for the 
spiritual leper to do. He must feel conscious of his 
disease, incurable but by one appointed remedy ; fatal 
if that remedy is not resorted ta Every man amongst 
us, I say, must feel convinced of the nature and cost- 
sequences of sin, however denominated, or however 
displayed ; in short, every man must feel convinced of 
the natural sinfulness of his own heart, for there is the 
seat of the disease. Murders, fornications, thefb, 
drunkemxeas, are only, as I have before observed, so \ 

many symptoms of its existence within us ; any one of |j 

them is decisive, any one of them is the '' bright spot^ 
which proves, that the plague of leprosy is within us. 
Look thai on your general conduct — do you see ^ 

nothing among them that leads you to fear you are 
infected? Do you discover nothing that makes you 
dread expulsion from the camp of the '^ true Israelites f" 
Can you say you are clean ? Is there no pride, no lust, 
no covetousness in your thoughts ? Is there no wan- 
tonness, no intemperance, no revengefulness in your 
deeds ? Is there no haste, no impatience, no impiety 
in your words 2 Doe$ not this review convince you of 
sin, and lead you to trace each and all <^ these sins to 
the bitter fofumtma from whence they flow ? Does not 
the convictioni produce alarm as to their consequences ? 
You canned surely remember that the end of '^ these 
things is deetM" — '' mdignatum and wrath. 
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and anguish upon every soul of man that doeth evil,*' 
without *^fear and trembling T Surely every one who 
feels this to be his case must be afraid^ and be anxious 
to be cleansed. What then, when these feelings arise 
within his bosom, must he do ? 

Let him look to the conduct of the leper in the text. 
He fell on his face before Jesus Christ the Son of God 
and acknowledged his power to heal him; and tiie 
spiritual Leper can do no more. With heartfelt con* 
sciousness of his disorder he must prostrate hunself in 
spirit and in truth — in body and in soul before his 
Redeemer — ^he must cry *' unclean" and acknowledge 
his sole and sovereign power to save him, for nothing 
eUe can save him. And this he must proclaim, "far, 
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and mth 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation." This was 
what David felt when he poured forth the prayer, 
'' make me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right 
spirit within me. Cast me not away from thy presence, 
and take not thy Holy Spirit from me. O give me the 
comfort of thy help again, and stablish me zvith thy free 
Spirit." How similar is this to the language of the 
leper ! if thou wilt, thou canst nudce me clean. He 
was sensible, you see, where the seat of the disorder 
lay — ^and, therefore, he prays for a *' clean heart." And 
this will be the prayer of every man who seriously 
reflects upon the nature and the consequences of a state 
of sin. It will be the prayer of every one of us, when, 
'^ pricked in his hearf he addresses the throne of grace 
for help and strength to overcome his sins, and feels 
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liie fiill force of the apostle's declaration^ **to he carnally 
minded is deaths but to be spiritually minded is life and 
peace ; became the carfud mind is enmity agmnst God, 
for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be, so then, ye that are in the flesh cannot please 
God!* Men who only mind the pleasures and the em- 
ployments of this world— who never pray, or even wish 
that God would purify their hearts from all sinful pur- 
suits and attachments — ^men who never kneel before 
him and implore him to assist and guide them by his 
Holy Spirit — ^men who go on still in their wickedness, 
cannot please him — of themsdves they have no power 
to do so, and they never ask him to enable them. It 
IB, therefore, an utter impossibility for them to please 
him. They are still lepers, and if lepers — ^how miserable 
their condition ! how hopeless their prospects ! 

To obtain a full and perfect cure — this must be their 
conduct — this must be their prayer, they must come 
unto God by the '^ new and living way^ and pray for a 
** clean heart and a right sprit ;" for, unless the heart, 
in which the wishes, the motives, the actions — ^all 
originate, be clean, what can proceed from it but im- 
purity ? Doth a fountain send forth at the same plaee 
szveet water and bitter? Can a man's actions be tem- 
perate, pure, and pious, while his heart is set upcHi things 
directly opposite ? They may appear to be so, but as 
the principle from which they spring is faulty they are 
not. really what they seem. In order to be really 
temperate, pure, and pious, he must pray for a clean 
heart, and a right spirit, though he be conscious of its 
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impurity^ (and^ if he is not so conscious^ there is great 
reason to fear thtxt the God of this world hath blinded 
his mind, lest the light of the glorions gospel of Christ 
should shine unto him,) he must say — If thou wilt, thou 
canst makenjte clean. 

And let him be informed^ that it is God's wish that his 
heart should be clean — ^that he is willing to cleanse it, 
if the sinner is but anxious to be cleansed ; for Moses 
tells us, that when God had heard all the wordbs which 
the children of Israel spake, he said — " Oh! that there 
were such an heart in them that they would fear me and 
keep my commandments always, that it might be well 
with them and their children for ever r 

Shall God then himself express the wish, and man 
refuse to entertain it ? Shall God be willing to give 
you a clean heart to enable you to keep his command- 
ments and to please him, and will you refuse to pray 
for it? Let the supplication of the Psalmist, my 
brethren, form a part of your own daily prayers, and 
teach your children to use the same — " Try me, O God, 
seek the ground of my heart, prove me, and examine 
my thoughts, look well if there be any way of wickedness 
in me, and lead me in the way everlasting." Unless you 
do thus pray, you never will be cleansed from the 
leprosy of sin ; it will cleaye to you as the leprosy of 
Naaman clave unto Gehazi, and to your seed for ever. 
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SERMON X. 



THE PARALYTIC HEALED. 



St. Lvkb, Chap. v. V. 20. 

And when he saw their faith, he said unto him, Man, thy sins 
are forgiven thee. 

It is not long since I took occasion, as you may 
perhaps recollect, to, explain to you the miracle of 
Christ healing the leper, and I then observed, that 
while it was both unwarrantable and dangerous to put 
a forced construction upon any of those plain parts of 
scripture, which, when taken in their literal acceptation, 
contain sufficient correction and instruction in righte- 
ousness, we might still be allowed and ought to con- 
sider them as containing a spiritual meaning, without 
which we should lose much of their force and ultimate 
intention. One great object of all the miracles of 
Christ was, to lead the beholders of them to reflect on 
the divine powers of Him who performed them, and to 
induce them to apply to Him for that spiritual relief, 
which it was quite as easy for him to bestow as allevia- 
tion from hodily sufferings. And, while we Christians 
willingly and cordially admit with Nicodemus '^ that 
thou art a teacher come from God, for no man can do 
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these miracles th^it thou doest, except God be with him ;" 
we cannot but £eel some degree of astonishment that 
this admission of his divinity was not more general, or 
that any attempt should be made to ascribe these mira- 
cles to a confederacy with the Devil, and to find fault 
with the time, or manner of then- performance. But 
the Jews, we must remember, were a people who had 
always been favoured with miraculous manifestations 
of the divine power; and even in the early periods of 
their history, we find them heedless and unconcerned 
at the token of God's immediate attention to them ; 
or at least, if roused occasionally by their portentous 
display, soon forgetfiil of their intention and design.— 
Even when the thunder which announced the divine 
presence, or the undeniable evidence of a divine com- 
mission, (like that displayed in favour of Moses, in the 
case of Dathan and Abiram,) awakened their fears, 
the effect was transient,^ — ^and, as there is reason to 
believe that the open display of God's agency had not 
entirely ceased, (and of which the healing efiicacy of 
the Pool of Bethesda is a proof,) we may in some 
measure account for the little effect produced by the 
miracles of Jesus, by their familiarity with supernatural 
works, and may suppose that if our Saviour's miracles 
had been performed amongst a people less accustomed 
to such extraordinary events, the effects produced by 
them would have been greater and more lasting. If 
Jesus had healed the sick, the prophets had done the 
same — ^if Jesus raised the dead, Elijah had restored 
the widow's^ son, and even the bones of Elisfaa had 
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raised him who was buried in his sepulchre. It required, 
therefore, on the part of Jesus, some peculiar manner 
in the performance of his miracles, which should dis- 
tinguish them from all former mirades, and leave those 
who witnessed them no room to doubt of his divine 
power, as well as induce them to draw the proper 
inference of their having a spiritual meaning. '* But 
perverseness seldom attends to circumstance" — and so 
great was the blindness that had happened unto Israel, 
that even the extraordinary language of the text drew 
from them no other observation than a direct charge of 
blasphemy against our blessed Lord. Their indignation, 
it is true, allowed his divine claims which their prejudices 
rejected, " Who can forgive sins hut God alone f* 
Their hearts unconsciously admitted the inference which 
they were labouring to disprove — and thus, like the 
unclean Spirits, bore unwilling testimony to the truth 
that he was indeed the Son of God — ^who had power 
both to forgive sins and to cure all manner of diseases 
among them, and to whom, therefore, they ought to 
have applied for the relief of their spirittial necessities. 
This inference which, owing to their perverse hearts 
and darkened minds, they drew thus unconsciously, 
it is my object to teach you, my brethren, to draw from 
this miracle sincerely and cordially, that while by the 
consideration of it you gain an additional evidence for 
your faith, you may likewise learn to look up to the 
great Physician of souls — ^who has not only the power, 
but also the willingness to forgive your sins. But we 
must first review the evangelist's account of the miracle, 
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which took place m the following manner^ and und^ 
the following circumstances. 

As our blessed Lord was teaching, surrounded by 
the Pharisees and Doctors of the law^ which came <»it 
of every town of Galilee, and Judea, and Jerusalenv— « 
behold, men brought in a bed, a man which was taken 
with a palsy : and they sought means to bring him m^ 
and to lay him before him ; and when they could not 
find by wVt way they might bring him in, because of 
the multitude, they went upon the housetop, and let 
him down through the tilmg, (through a door m the 
roof of the house,) with his couch into the midst before 
Jesus« And when he saw their fiiith, he said unto him, 
Man, thy mm are forgiven thee. This expression, as 
we have already seen, gave rise to a charge of blasphemy 
against our Lord» in the hearts of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, for that they had not given utterance to it 
is evident from what follows — '^ But when Jems per^ 
ceived their thot^ht^, he answering said mto them. 
What reason ye in your hearts 9 Whether is easier, to 
say. Thy mis heforgvoen thee ; or to say. Rise up and 
zpalk f* Surely the power that could enable me to 
command him to do the latter, could as easily effect the 
former, and I have chosen to make use of the former 
expression, that ye may know that the Son of man hatib 
power on earth to foi^ve sins ; but now, (as it w^e in 
compliance with their prejudices — and to leave them no 
ground for complaint against the manner in which the 
miracle had been performed) he turns to the sick man* 
and says, ^* Arise, and take up thy couch, and go unto thtne- 
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houM. And mme£atelp he rote up before Ibem, and 
took vf that whereon he lay, and departed to hu own 
houK, glorying God." And what a souroe of thank- 
fblnesB and J07 must the graaoas dedaraticot of Uie text 
have heesa to him, assuring him as it did that his sins, 
whidi perhaps had been the cause of his bodily sufi^r- 
ings, were now forgiemf He at least would for ever 
own the dinne power and goodness of the Son of God, 
to iriiich he owed so maeh, and which alone- could have 
omferred tuch a blessing upon him. 

But wha^ you may wish to be infonned, is the 
^Iritual instruction to be learned &om this mirade 7 
It b to be looked for then, as in the case' of the 
miracle of the leper, in the nmilarity between the 
Btate of die man taken with the palsy, and the soul 
Then infiected with sin ; and in the methods by which 
the one was, and the other is to be, healed. For the 
bocmy disease bears a very strong anJ striking resem- 
bluice to tlie sinritual distemper — and the manner by 
whidi both the body and the soul become affected, 
renders the words of our Saviour equally applicable, 
both io the immediate object of the miracle and to us ; 
&r what is called in the text " the palsy" is often, we 
know, brought on hy intemperance, and sinful indulg- 
ence. WherrftHre, if this paralytic, or palsied man 
had brought his disease upon himself by t^ese means, 
the propriety of the temw in which the cure was pro- 
nounced, is manifestly and beautifiilly appropriate — 
'Thy sms are forgiven thee,' those sins which have 
reduced thee to thy present helpless and miserable 
h3 
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condition are forgiven, and their forgiveness is testified 
to thee by restoration to the full and perfect use of thy 
bodily faculties. Consider for one moment, what is 
the helpless state of one visited with the severe infliction 
of the man referred to in this miracle. Deprived of 
all power to exert his bodily faculties, he can make 
no effort towards his own comfort, defence, or enjoy- 
ment ; little, if any, is his hope of ever being restored 
to his former activity and strength ; and he feels himself 
condemned, as it were, to a perpetual state of infirmity 
and sufferings. Surely we trace here a very close 
resemblance between such a bodily calamity and the 
distemper of the soul when its powers are weakened, 
and its energies destroyed by the palsy of sin. It has 
been well remarked of the Pharisees on this memorable 
occasion, '< that their minds seem to have been in the 
same enervated and dead condition which the body 
of the paralytic had been in before his cure, only 
the misery of their state was greater than his, the 
palsy of the soul being an evil much more deplorable 
than the palsy of the body."* And such is the case 
with every sinner in the world when under the influence 
of this dreadful and deplorable disorder — all the powers 
of his soul are paralized and dead ; he no longer can 
walk in the way of God's commandments— he hears 
not the voice saying this is the way, walk ye in it ; 
when he turns to the right hand, or when he turns 
to the left — ^he sees not " the loving kindness of the 
Lord in the land' of the living^ . nor can he " taste, and 
see hotv gracious the Lord is.*" '* For this,'' to use the 

♦ Mc. Knight. 
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language of Jeremiah, hb ^^ heart is faint, f(n' these 
things his eyes are dini* — ^his relish for all spiritual 
enjoyments is gone, and his soul is rendered incapable 
of discharging its proper functions. How surely too, 
my brethren, is this melancholy state produced by our- 
selves, thereby bringing the resemblance between the 
two cases much closer. Surely this palsy of the soul, 
this state of inaction, helplessness, and misery, can only 
be attributed to continual indulgence in those lusts 
which *^ war a^gcmst the soul^^ and destroy its vital 
powers ; so that in every particular, we may draw 
a very close parallel between the bodily distemper 
under which the man who was brought to Jesus was ' 
labouring, and that disease which reduces the soul to 
the mournful btate described by St. Paul as being the 
state of the heathen world, by their being '^ dead in 
trespasses and sins ;" and which the Prophet had so 
deeply lamented, when he exclaimed, "for the hurt of 
the daughter of my people am I hurt; I am black; 
astonishment hath taken hold en me. Is there'' he asks, 
"«o halm in Gilead; is there no physician there? 
Why then is not the health of the daughter of my people 
recovered ?"* 

That there was " a physician,'* was clear, from the 
last question, and this brings us naturally to the 
consideration of thd means, by which the bodily dis- 
temper was, and the spiritual distemper is, to be 
removed. And here I need hardly remind you that 
it was at the assurance of Jesus, that the man was 
made whole from a disorder which, in its confirmed 

* Jeremiah viii. 21, 22. 
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state, admits of no cure from hmnan assistaaoe^ but 
I must direct your attention to the style of his addresis 
to him, and to the application of that address to the 
diseased soul. And^ in order to shew you what great 
encouragement is held out in this miracle to those who 
are conscious to themselves of labouring under this 
disorder, which can be healed only by having recourse 
to this Physician, I must refer to St. Matthew's ac- 
count of the miracle, who tells us that '' Jems seeing 
tJmr faith said unto the sick of the palsy ; Son, be of 
good cheer ; thy sins be forgiven thee."* He, who knew 
so well what is in man, that he needeth not that any 
should testify of man — He, who could discern the 
malicious and captious reasonings of the Scribes and 
Pharisees within themselves, losing sig^t of the evidence 
which the miracle afforded of his divine power^ wi^le 
they were occupied in frivolously finding fault with his 
manner of performing it — He saw at once the hopes 
and fears that agitated the mind of the '^ man taken 
mth the palsy T and therefore, at once he assures him 
of his own kind feeling towards him, and addresses Idm 
with words of parental affecti<m — *^ Son, be of good 
cheer" '^ thou art come hither in desire and confidence 
^' of cure, I will give thee more than thou askest, an 
happy restitution to a good estate of soul ; thy palsy 
is healed, thy sins (the cause of it) are for^ven 
thee/'* Here then our Lord himself points out to 
the sinner what are / the Teelings with ^hich he must 
approach him — ^with desire of a cure, and with conj^ 
dence in His power to perform one. 

* Bp. Hall. 



€€ 
€€ 



THE PARALYTIC HEALBD. 10 

He must be eomciotu of the destructive tendency < 
am, and be anxious to be released Jrom it. And v/h 
is QuExe that cm have listened attehtively to the secoti 
lesMm of this evening's service (5th of Galatians) vrl 
can fix'bear feeing ccmscious of it ? For the Apostle tel 
us very fully what an is, and so plainly, that no man wli 
knows that he can be justly taxed with the commissic 
of any one of the things which he enumerates, an 
seriously reflects upon the consequence — the tremei 
dous consequence — that attends it, can avoid desirin 
to be released from it, he says, june the works of ti 
fietk are these—*' aduUery, fontication, uncleannes 
Uuavioumess, idolatry, witchcraft, haired, varianc 
emulaiiom, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, enDtfing 
nmrders, dnrnkenmeas, reveiii^s, and such like." Thei 
are thiiigs that produce a palsy of the soul — and coi 
timiance in these things renders the disease incurabi 
without a remedy ; for hear how the Apostle proceed 
of the ^Mch I tell you before, as I have often told yi 
in times past, that they who do such things shall a 
inherit the kingdom of God — they never shall hear thi 
gracious declaration, " Thy sins are forgiven thee 
What tlien is to be done 1 Look at the miracle — ^thei 
you see who hath power on earth to forgive sins ! Yc 
see how he addressed the sinner that iras brought i 
lum, and how he heated his distemper. Look ne: 
into your own hearts, and see whether or no yoii a 
be taxed with any of those sins which St. Paul inention 
cdtitinuance in aiiy one of them will bring on a pali 
of the soul — which, if recourse is not had to tl 
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Physician as soon as you are conscious of its exbtence, 
may become confinned — and^ £6r all you can tell^ utterly 
incurable. But, while God yet spares you there is 
hope, and if you wiU but earnestly desire to be healed, 
and beseech God to forgive you what is past — ^if you 
will but <' kneel down and pray with faith in the 
" uprightness of your hearts for strength from above,** 
you may then be comforted with the reflection, that 
Jesus, seeing your faith, will bid you '' be ofgoodcheerr 
your dns be forgwen you. 

But, never forget, my brethren, that there must be no 
reservation, no exception made in favour of any one 
favourite vice or weakness, you must leave and hate 
them all, or else your desire for a cure is not sincere, 
and your application for it will be fruitless. You have 
seen from the explanation of this miracle, that it proved 
beyond a doubt, how intimately Jesus was acquainted 
with the *S thoughts'" of those who surrounded him, and 
of the man who was brought to him to be healed. And 
he is equally acquainted with the most secret thoughts 
and wishes of your hearts — ^with the sincerity, or 
hypocrisy of your desires and prayers. It is not sujBS- 
cient to say, when you come into this sacred place, 
'' O Lord, deal not with us after our sins ; nor reward 
after our iniquities." It is not sufficient for you when 
you kneel at the holy table to say, '^ the remiembrance 
of them is grievous unto us, the burden of them is 
intolerable/' unless in your very hearts you are fearful 
of their consequences, and are sensible of their weight. 

It was the complaint of an early Father of the chyrch 
" that when he in his unconverted state begged a divorce 
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'^ from his sbj his heart was afraid lest God should 
'' hear his prayers."* And how much reason have not 
we^ my brethren^ to make the same complaint when we 
pray for the cure of our spiritual palsy ! When we 
pray for the spirit of temperance, how unwilling are we 
to debar ourselves from the sensual mdulgences in whidi 
we have so long found pleasure ! When we pray for the 
spuit of humility, how mortified should we be to find our- 
selves placed on the same level with those whom we have 
long despised! When we pray for a heart devoted to 
God's service, how cold are we in the performance of om* 
religious duties! how often unwilling to begin! how often 
glad to end them ! Thus, I think we must see our need 
of coming to the Physician to be healed of those symp- 
toms of spiritual poky, which we cannot but confess are 
to be discovered in our souls. We cannot but feel that, 
without his healing power, they will become stronger 
and more dangerous ; and surely we want not any 
encouragement to apply to him to pity and to heal us. 
In the miracle of his healing the man taken with the 
palsy, we see clearly every proof of his power, his 
omniscience, and his compassion — ^we see the inference 
which we are to draw from the literal acceptation of 
the Evangelist's description of it — and all that remains 
for us, is to apply that inference properly to ourselves, 
to pray to him to pardon our sins, and, with the re- 
stored paralytic, to ^' ghrify God^* that he hath be^ 
stowed upon us so sure a means of restoration, pardon, 
and salvation, as he hath given us in our Saviour Jesus 
Christ 

• AUOUSTINE. 



SERMON XL 



THE TEN LEPERS CLEANSED. 

Luke, Chap. xvn. V. 17. 

And Jesus answering said, were there not ten cleansed? but 
where are the nine ? 

The question put by our Lord in the text^ was occa- 
sioned by the following circumstance. Jesus on his 
way to Jerusalem^ passed through the midst of Samaria 
and Galilee ; and having entered into a certs^in village^ 
there met him ten men that were lepers^ winch stood 
afiaj oflP^ and they lifted up their voices and said Jesiis, 
Master^ have mercy on us ? And when he saw them, 
he said unto them^ go shew yourselves to the priests ; 
and it came to pass that as they went titiey were 
cleansed. And one of them when he saw that he was 
healed turned back^ and with a loud voice glorified 
God, and fell down upon his face giving Urn thaid^, 
and he was a Samaritan. And Jesua answering said> 
were thiere not ten cleansed ? but where are the nine ? 
there are not found, that returned to give glory to God 
save this stranger, and he said unto him arise^ Go thy 
way, thy faith liath made thee whole. 

In considering this miracle, it will be sufficient for me 
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to observe^ that I shall pursue the plan I have adopted 
in my fomer discourses, and point out to you both the 
Uterd and spiritual meaning of if, but from what I 
have already said on the subject of leprosy, I think 
there will be no occasion for me to do more than re- 
mind you, that it was a disease of the most afflicting 
nature, rendering the sufferer incapable of any public 
employment — and depriving him of all the comforts of 
domestic or social life ; without the camp, was to be their 
hahitaUon under the Mosaic law, and all intercourse 
with them positively forbidden. The close resemblance 
between this bodily distemper, and the spiritual state 
(tf die soul .when polluted with sin — I have already 
pointed out, as well as that the cure .of both equally 
manifests the power and compassion of the blessed 
Jesus; and I will now only add that if any men are con- 
scious of the existence of the disorder within them — 
they must, if they hope to be healed, imitate the conduct 
of the lepers, and join in their petition, '^ Jesus, Master, 
ham mercy an us.'' You are struck, I trust, by the 
amilarity between their conduct and that of the leper 
whose case we have already considered ; and you must 
observe that their silence like his, as to their sufferings 
and destitution, bears ample testimony to the extreme 
wretchedness of their condition, and to their confidence 
m His knowledge of their wishes and their wants, and 
in His power to grant and relieve them to whom they 
applied. Trusting that my observations oh these points 
may yet be fresh in your memories, 1 shall pass over 
all the inddehts of this miracle till we come to the 
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words of the text^ **were there not ten cleansed f bid 
where are the nine f* and in considering the imraete 
from this point we shall learn, I think, what ought to 
be the conduct of those who have implored the heal- 
ing power of the great physician, and have mercifully 
receiyed its aid ; and happy will it be for us, if, while 
we contemplate and admire the conduct of the gratefiil 
stranger, we do not find too much reason to class our- 
selves with the nine who were eager enough to be 
cleansed, but too forgetful of the return which their 
cleansing demanded. 

To correct this culpable forgetfiilness was our Lord's 
object in the question, where are the nine f as well as 
to shew us that, however unmindful we may be now of 
his mercies, he still requires from us a suitable return; 
and surely it should lead us to reflect that a time wiQ 
come, when the reasons of our forgetfiilness and in- 
gratitude will be strictly enquired into. No one who 
reads or hears this simple and affecting story, can 
help joining in the question of our Lord, where are the 
nine f Sharing as they had the same miseries ; mingled 
as their voices had been in one suppliant cry for help; 
it might have been expected that they would have 
united in giving glory to God for the mercies they had 
received ; but instead of this, one single voice is heard 
pouring forth the due tribute of praise and gratitude, 
one single form is seen in lowly reverence giving him 
thanks, and he was a Samaritan ; one of those whom 
our Lord himself had designated by the degrading ap- 
pellation of dogs ; and into whose cities he forbade his 
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disciples, when bearmg forth the glad tidings of salvsn 
tion, to enter; while the rest of his fellow sufferers, **the 
mne^ we may conclude, nationally at least, claimed to 
be descendants of the faithful Abraham. If any had 
not returned to give glory to God, this man might 
have been supposed to have been the person, and his 
conduct had perhaps afforded less cause of wonder and 
regret ; but the less claim he had to the notice and 
compassion of Jesus, the greater he felt to be his obli- 
gation to return him thanks. 

Well therefore might our Lord, on seeing this solitary 
instance of grateful sensibility, enquire *^were there 
not ten cleansed? but where are the nine f^ In so 
large a number, who have equally enjoyed the blessing 
of restoration to health and all the comforts of society; 
is there only one who is sensible of the mercy bestowed 
upon them ? Is there only one who can discover in 
the miraculous cure they have all received, the Al- 
mighty power and divine compassion to which they 
owe it ? Is there only one who would return to give 
glory to God, by publicly bearing testimony to my real 
character ; are the rest all insensible to the feelings of 
conviction, gratitude, and faith ? 
. These were the feelings that dictated the return of 
the grate&l Samaritan, when he saw that he was healed. 
He was convinced of the character of him from whom 
he \aA received, the order to shew himself to the 
priests. He felt what was the return he ought to make, 
and, by his conduct in coming back and shewing him- 
self to that merc^l and faUI^ul High Priest in things 
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periaimng to God, who by one offering hath for ever 
perfected them that are sanctified, he gave the plainest 
proof of that faith to which our Lord assured him his 
recovery was owing. Arise', go thy way, thy faith hath 
made thee whole. Here truly is a character and con- 
duct which, while we contemplate it, we cannot but 
admire ; but let us see how we are to imitate it. For, 
admitting that we are all more or less infected with 
the leprosy of sin, we must all seek for the same power 
to heal us that recovered him, and remember, that 
in order to his recovery, he was commanded to go and 
shew himself to the priests ; to obey the injunction of 
the law of Moses. But this it appears he did not do, 
while the nine did. And could not our Lord, it may 
be said, have found here a su£Bcient reason, for the 
difference between their conduct and that of the Sama- 
ritan ? Why when they were about to obey the law of 
Moses, should he pass the censure upon them which 
his question conveys ? 

The reason appears to be that, while they were per- 
fectly satisfied with observing the outward forms 
required by their religion, their hearts were wholly 
unaffected by the greatness of their deliverance. The 
difference between them and the Samaritan lies here, 
that his heart was touched and theirs were not. 
It was not sufficient for him to conform to the mere 
outward acts required upon his cleansing ; but his first 
impulse was to come and pay his heartfelt acknowledg- 
ments to that Being who had shewn such kindness unto 
him. He was ready, you observe, to obey the commands 
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of Jesus and to go and shew himself to the priests ; and 
had he gone without returning to give glory to God, 
still he would have been cleansed. But how then had 
he shewn his contrition, his gratitude, or his faith ? 

He had never given us that memorable lesson which 
his conduct conveys, that a heart de^y penetrated with 
a sense of the Saviour's power, grateful for the inestim- 
afaJe gift of redemption which he has bestowed upon us 
and shewing forth that gratitude *' not only with our lips 
but in our lives," is the only thing that will be accepted 
with him. When you have received merdes at the hand 
of God, when you have been deliv^ed from the fear of 
evil, from the danger of sickness, or from the oppresaon 
of want, will it be sufficient to say, that you have made 
the return required from you by simply shewing your- 
selves in the house of God, and obeying all the out- 
ward forms of religion ? Are we to suppose that the 
mere regular observance of the Sabbath, the constant 
receiving of the holy sacrament of the Lord's supper, 
are in themselves a sufficient return? Look at our 
Saviour's question where are the nine, at the very time 
when he knew that they were intent upon complying 
with those aatward forms which their recent purification 
required. Look at his commendation of the Samaritan 
and learn from it, that unless his various mercies of 
creation, preservation, and redemption, afifect your 
hearts, turn them eagerly and submisdvely to him, you 
can never expect to enjoy a similar approbation, but 
vrill be included in the question where are the nine? 

And let us put the question to ourselves — of the great 
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bulk of those^ who when they have been brought by 
sickness^ by sorrow^ or by any other visitation^ to feel 
their own weakness and want of support ; who have cried 
with the lepers^ Jem^^ Master, have mercy on us, of those 
who^ when their minister has vbited their sick bed, 
have shewn some signs of repentance and amendment, 
who have promised to lead better lives^ and have at the 
moment gladly listened to his instructions, and laid 
hold on the means of grace ; is there one in ten to be 
found who has returned to give glory to God by a steady, 
sincere, and heartfelt sense of his mercies ? Is there 
one in ten to be found yiho doQS not outlive his own promi- 
ses, and disappoint the expectations that have been 
formed of him ? Alas ! the Evangelist's description of 
this miracle is but too true a picture of human nature ! 
Some indeed are to be found, who when they have 
become sensible of the many mercies vouchsafed to them 
have like the Samaritan returned ^Ho give glory to God,** 
but their number is very small — ^not more than one in 
ten. It is therefore no libel upon the great bulk of 
Christians to say, that the conduct of the nine pourtrays 
their own — ^it pourtrays their own anxiety for relief in 
the hour of need, their own forgetfulness and ingratitude 
when that relief has been granted to their prayers, it 
pourtrays their reliance on outward forms of religion, 
and the conviction of their hearts that the steady obser- 
vance of them will present them clean in his sight. But 
surely, my brethren, this miracle has been recwded, as 
I have shewn you, in order to teach us a very di£ferrat 
lesson, and to those who will study it, no lesson can be 
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more awful and awakening. It l^ads natuifally to the 
question does my own conduct resemble the Samaritan's 
or the conduct of the nine ? Purified as I have been 
by my Saviour's blood, from the guilt and stain of sin 
that I brought with me into the world as a child of 
wrath — ^blessed as I have been with the promise of the 
Comforter '^ to put into my heart good desires, and to 
enable me to bring them to good effecV* do I make 
that return which this spiritual purification and grace 
demand ? Am I as gratefiil for all God's blessings as he 
may reasonably expect, and, as I learn from the question 
of the text, he does expect me to be ? Do I shew n^self 
before our great High Priest, as an humble, thankful, 
and &ithful object of his pity and mercy, who must have 
been left a prey to a deadly disorder had he not conde- 
scended to have mercy on me, and to restore me to the 
enjoyment of present peace and to the hope of fiiture 
happiness ? Out of the ten that were cleansed, only 
one was found that returned to give glory to God, 
and he was a Samaritan, a stranger — and this charac- 
ter of a stranger belongs as much to Qvery one of us as 
to him, for we were all (as St. Paul tells the Ephesians 
to remember) ^'Aliens from the commonwealth of Israel 
and strangers from the covenant of promise, having no 
hope, without God in the world" Had not God in his 
mercy extended the benefits of his gracious promise to 
Abraham ' beyond the circle of his own immediate de- 
scendants according to the flesh, we who are the olive 
tree which is mid by nature, must have perished ; the 
mercy and compassion therefore of God, in bestowing 

i2 
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upon M the iderthnable blettdngs of redemption loid 
sanctification, af e as gracionBly^ and as con^euoudy 
manifested in ota case, as they were in the case of the 
Samaritan, who was cleansed as he went to sh^w 
himself to the priests* We h&d no claim to them 
any more than he had, and therefoire, we are bodXid 
to imitate his conduct, as wft resemble hhn so much 
in our condition. 

Thus We pereeive what is the instructicm to be Avkpffa 
from this miracle. It shews us the compassion of imr 
Redeemer, who knows our necessities before We a;!^-^!t 
shews us the return, and in £EK^t, the only return l^ch 
he requires; and while it teaches us to turn omr thoughts 
within and to examine our conduct, it farther impTeteei 
upon our minds the certainty of that future inqiiiiy 
which will be made into the manner in which ^e 'hate 
received his benefits and his mercies. Did we ai& tM 
for any positive illustration of that awful truth, *' thai 
many are called but few chosen,'* I think we may find 
it here ; strait is the gate and narrow is the wog^ t/uu 
leadeth unto Hfe, and few there he that find it ; ^sxA 
why ? not because the offers of mei'cy are liot madfe 
to all, not because God has chosen some, aiid Y^ct^ 
others; but clearly because there are not foimd wfa^ 
returned *' to give glory to Ood, save this stttm^T 
This is clear from the same cure being bestowed upon 
all the ten ; but the Samaritan alonfe entered in by Ae 
strait gate ; he alone out of ten who had been Stvoured 
with ihe same bies^gs-— who had been equklly called 
upon to make the same acknowledgment of them, was 



fljiw^ propcarly aeiwbto QJ^ »Rd 9tiitelul &r them ; and 

As^A 90 i% will lie^ my bretbfw, we may fael cwtaio, 
at t}i«i gr^ dfty of aqpQUAtai wJim the quastion ahall he 
0i, not M to wj^t vmarei doing or wheie we me, hut 
^th ir^l^jrcai^to the pwt ttamaaHom of our Eves, iriiat 
W^ Aore ^t»/^j und i«&ar« we vw^^ after that we had 
\m^ hro^Ag^t to a seiuie of our eonditioii, and of the 
tdf^Hiqga begftowed upoa us ? 

Whm C^ebaid had followed ^aamau the fiyrian^ and 
ohtfMQed from him a portion of the reward which his 
xoMtev hi4 re^}sed> he supposed that his ccxnduet was 
Qt^ly unhnQwn to Elijahs and in reply to the ques- 
tion ^^ti^mu:e come^t thou Gehazi^ he isaid, ''<% servant 
went no whither f" but what must have been his feelings, 
when the prophet shewed him how intimately he was 
acquainted with his proceedings ? What too will be the 
feelings of those who, like him, shall have endeavoured 
to gain the whole world, to enrich, to enjoy themselves 
here, and still presume to present themselves as clean 
and innocent before Him, to whom all hearts are open, 
and from whom no secrets are hid ? When he shall 
enquire, whence comest thou ? will it avail to say with 
Gehaad, thy servant went no whither 9 will it avail to 
say, we went to shew ourselves to the priests? 
Neither negative virtue nor formal obedience will 
profit us any thing, if at that day we would obtain the 
approbation of him who judgeth righteously. We 
must, my brethren, imitate the conduct of the Samari- 
tan, we must feel deeply sensible of all God's mercies, 

i3 
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we must humbly render to him the tribute of our grati* 
tude and praise for the cure of our spiritual leprosy which 
we have received by the redemption wrought out for us 
by Jesus Christ. This conduct can only proceed from 
confidence, enA faith in him^ and nothing but this con- 
duct can ever lead us to hope for that cheering command 
go thy way thy faith hath saved thee. But that we may 
all be so addressed at the last day, let us beseech God 
to make us '' know and feel that there is no other name 
under heaven, given among*st men, whereby we must 
be saved, but only the name of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
and to increase and multiply upon us his mercy that, 
he being our ruler and guide, we may so pass through 
things temporal, that we finally lose not the things 
eternal." 



SERMON XII. 



CHRIST WALKING ON THE SEA. 

I 

St. Matthew, Chap. xiv. V. 30, 31. 

But when he saw the wind boiBterous, he was afraid ; and begin* 
mog to sink, he cried, saying. Lord, save me. And immediately 
Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, 
thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt ? 

The second lesson of this morning's service has fur- 
nished me with an opportunity of again calling your 
Attention to one of the miracles of our blessed Saviour. 
There are two recorded in the chapter, but having on 
a former occasion considered the miracle of the loaves — 
I have now selected that of Christ walking on the sea ; 
a miracle, which seems to have made a stronger im- 
pression on the minds of the disciples than any of the 
former nuracles which Jesus performed; and which 
appears to have been performed for their particular 
conviction and improvement. They not only saw him 
perfoma what, to man, is a physical impossibility — 
walk upon the sea, but they saw him save from that 
devouring element one of their own number, who, in 
a too hasty confidence in himself attempted to ac- 
complish the same. And, no sooner had the bolster- 



122 CHRIST WALKING ON THE SEA. 

ous winds and waves perfonned, ** as mmsteri of hi$ 
which did his pleasureT their office of iiimishing him 
with the means of thus convincing the minds of the 
disciples, than they saw them subside into a state 
of cafan and quiescence, in a manner totally contrary 
to any thing with which they were acquainted, and 
which doubtless contributed greatly to the convictioR 
of men familiar with the ordinary changes of these 
elements. 

These circumstances left them no longer any doubt 
as to the divinity of their Lord and Master, and they 
came and worshipped him, saying, of a truth thou art 
the Son of God. To impress this truth upon their 
minds was the great end of all his miracles. Believe 
me, said he to Philip, that I am in the Father and the 
Father in me, or else, believe msfor the very workf sake. 
Let my miracles convince thee that I am the Christ 
And when we consider that the mighty works which 
he had done among them had not produced in the dis- 
ciples themselves, that full assurance of faith in him 
which they were intended, and were so well calculated 
to produce, (for they considered not the miracle of the 
loaves, for their heart was hardened, says St. Mark) 
we must own that the evidence which he was pleased 
to give them in this miracle, was an instance of the 
greatest love, mercy, and condescension to their preju* 
dices and weakness. It seems to have been intended in 
the first instance, for the benefit and instruction of his 
own immediate followers, and was therefore wrought 
at that peculiar hour, and in that particular situation 



CStBISf WAtl^IlSa ON fHt SSA. ISd 

wliioQ it woohi be eonfiiiddl to their iaspeetioii abi^ 
Bat in addlkkA to iHm gteai dod prisutry end* tbeve 
waft rtSt farther mi^riMliim whidbi this miracle oon- 
rejfed to thern^ md wUdi, in this discourse, I pr^r* 
pose to explain to you ; for I think that the incidenta 
oik apply Itemsdires more eloseljr to tike oraimon 
affltii9 of ChristmM thiot tboae of m«ny of the rest» — 
particularly to those cases and situations where, either 
from the weakness of thdr nature, or the dangers that 
surround them^ men may be apt to place too Btiudi 
QOiifidience in themaelves, w to give way to culpable 
despair. And this instruotion is to be deriyed from 
the conduct of St Peter, and from our Lord's be- 
haviour and language to him; which are cemtained in 
the verses I have chosen for my texL 

Peter, you know, was a man of great zeal, and fer^ 
vent {uety, but too confident in hia own strength. He 
was foremost on every occasion to ahew hia attachment 
to hia Maater; and on the present, as soon as the disr 
ciples had recovered from the consternation into which 
the extraordinary sight of Jesus walking on the aea 
had thrown them; far they mppoaed it had been a 
spSrU, amd cried (mt—for they all saw him and were 
trmbledr--'9A soon as they had heard his encouraging 
assurance—" Be of good cheer it is I, be not cfraid^ 
Peter ansiwered him and said Lord, t/* it be thou bid 
me came unto thee on the zoaier (" for having thy com* 
mission I believe that I shall be able to do it*") and he 
said come, and when Peter was come down out of the 
ship, he walked on the water to go to Jesus* But when 

♦ Whitby. 



It4 CHRIST WALKING ON 1SE SEA. 

he S€m the wkid bmsterous, he zmu afraid ; andbegkuMg 
to sink, he cried, saying. Lord, save me. And immediate^ 
Jy Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught him, and 
said unto him, O thou of little fcith, wherefore didA 
thou doubt 9 

Here four things present themselves to our notice. 

L — ^Peter's too great confidence in the nature of Ids 
own faith. 

11. — The &ilure of it when he found himself in 
danger. 

III. — The support that was vouchsafed to him on 
his appeal to Jesus for help. 

IV. — And lastly^ our Lord's rebuke. 

Overjoyed as he was on thus beholding his Master 
displaying his divine power in doing that which is im- 
possible with men; he hastily expresses the wish to 
join hun on the unstable element^ both with a view to 
shew his own faith in Him, and (as I cannot but thuik 
from his own words, and from the meaning of our 
Lord's rebuke to have been the case), from some latent 
doubt as to his personal identity. In order, then, to 
correct his self-confidence, and to satisfy his doubts, 
Jesus bid him Come. Descending therefore from the 
vessel, he boldly begins to walk on the water, and as 
long as he thinks only of reaching his Master, he suc- 
ceeds ; but no sooner is he sensible of the danger of 
his situation— no sooner does he see " the wind boister- 
ous,** than, thinking only of himself, he begins to sink 
— ^his confidence forsakes him, and he cries, '^ Lord 
save me ;" and his prayer was immediately granted ; 
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but accompanied with a severe rebuke. O thou of 
UUk faith, wherefore didst thou doubt 9 If thy fiuth 
in me had been firm and unshaken, thou wouldst hare 
{oxmA that thou shouldest have been able to have over*^ 
come the difiiculties that surround ihee> — ^wherefore 
didst thou doubt? In the miracle of the loaves hadst 
thou considered it, and in this instance of my walk- 
ing on the sea, surely thou hadst seen enough to con- 
vince thee that I would have enabled thee to do that, 
however apparently beyond thy natural powers, which 
I had commanded thee to do. Thy iiEither Abraham 
staggered not at the promise of Ood, through unbelief, 
but was strong in faith, giving glory to God; and 
being fuUy persuaded that what he had promised he 
was able to perform; but thou art one of little faith ; 
so long as thou art free from danger thou thinkest thy 
&ith is sure and stedfast, but thy present conduct 
proves it to be only temporary, weak, and wavering. 
By thus paraphrasing our Lord's words, we see that 
they conveyed to the too-confident, but as he must 
now have been, self-reproached disciple, the clearest 
proof of his own weakness, and of the necessity of an 
unshaken and stedfast faith — not only in the divine 
origin of Jesus — ^but in his power and wiUingness to 
carry him in safety through all dangers and adversities ; 
the necessity of a deeply-rooted principle of reliance, 
which should be brought into action amidst the diffi- 
culties which awaited him in the discharge of his duty. 
He. permitted him to make the attempt of walking on 
the sea, to shew him his own weakness, and he 
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stretched out his hand in <Piw«r to hw F^jrer^ to 
.omTince him th^t^ so long 9s hed$pmd«l xqpm, mA 
vps^^ to hm for nqpportj hQ would no¥«r louve him 
Qor fofinke him« but would rd«iMi0 him from 1^ Up 
dftDgw8» and pl»c9 him finally in a state of «aba md 
wwwity. 

This »pp«anb to he the meeqlag of this t»i««r 
Bfi^n, and thus eousidoredi it m^f he eppUed mih 
g(eAt ^oe and propiiety to Chwtiwsi both in ^ ti»r 
porel and spirituaJ point of Yiow. You wU reooUw^ 
ihsit » the office of publio baptiism* owe of ow first 

suppfieations to the throne of Qraee lor ^ i»&nt to 
be baptized, is-^'^ that bdng sted£EU»t in £iithj joyfi:^ 
through hope, and rooted in charity, he mvf so paw 

the wa^es of this troublesome world^/ th^t^ inaUy^ he 
may oome to the Imd of everlasting lifcj there to f^gn 

with Thee, world without end, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord"-^^that when he sees the mnd bmterott$, hip 
eonfidence luay UPt fi^il hmi like Peter's ; but^ looking 
unto Jepus the author aud finisher of his ^th« he may 
persevere upto the end, and finally, he brought URt^ 
the fkg/D^ where he would be. The i^ea QQQtMned 19 
this supplic9,tiou a,ppears so clearly to he t&keit fropi 
this transaction that we may be permitted to apply it 
to the situAtiou aud conduct of Christians iu this ^^ 
seut world. And how truly may thip world he comr 
pared to the stormy sea^ abeundiug^ as it does witb 

uuforeseen apd uuthought of acqidents and misfcartimep 

which put our feith — our eourager— and our oonstanej 
to the test. Iiet the world go well with us ; let m 
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wtot no HMittier of thing that is good ; kt us be 
strangers to poterty and to calamity^ and we shall 
probably thinks with Peter^ that our faith is sure and 
flted&st. We may profess ourselves ready to face 
dangers^ and to entounter difficulties; to endure pri-^ 
rations^ and to submit to the inflictions of God's 
appoitolment ; we may be ready to say, with Feter, 
^^ hid me tome unto time on the water f* and to assert, 
wAl iSbe tons of Zebedee, that we are aMe to drink of 
hk m^, and to be baptized with his baptism: that is, 
to undergo the most overwhehning and severest trials. 
These are oftentimes the feelings of men before iStse 
h6ar of trial comes ; but when they see the wind bois* 
terous— When the blasts of misfortune visit tlmii, as 
tiiey <3iink, too roughly— when they see their hopes 
Asappmited, their plans frustrated, and their ruin 
mevitaUe— '^ beginning to sink,'' they shew the fUse 
estimate they had made of thM: strengdi, and the 
littleness of their &ith. In the greatness of the tiial, 
they overlook the hand that appointed it. Peter for- 
got that if Jesus bid him wcdk on die sea, be dould 
prevent its swallowing him up : and his cry for help 
seems to have sprung more from natural ihfirmi^ than 
from any feelings of well-grounded conviction. Else> 
why the relmke — Wherefore didst thou d9ubt9 His 
very biy for help was a proof that he no kx^per doubted^ 
and would liave saved Urn fsom tiie censure of our 
Lold ; had it not been that it was produced more 1i|f 
fear 4um fiutii ; but still it was .gracio«ifily eom^ied 
witfi^ for it Was addressed to Him, who knew his in-^ 
firmities and pitied his weakness. 
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And wherefore then should the Christian doubt? 
When he reads of Cfarisi saying to his disciples — In 
the world ye shall have tribulatian, but he of good cheer 
I have overcome the world. When he reads the assur- 
ance of St. Paul and Barnabas that we mmt through 
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God. And 
again^ when he peruses the aflfecting description of the 
first professors of the faithy given in the 11th chap, of 
Hebrews^ that '^ they had trial of cruel mockings and 
scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: 
They were stoned, they were sawn a^sunder, were 
tempted, were slain with the sword; they wandered 
about in sheepskins, and goatskins, being destitute, 
afflicted, tormented^* — ^he no longer feels at liberty to 
expect that he shall escape the trial of his faith^ any 
more than they did who are now entered into glory^ 
and the joy of their Lord. He surely will recall to 
mind the saying of St. Paul — ^that^ if we staffer with 
him we shall also reign with him, but not otherwise. 
Unless the same spirit of confidence and trust animate 
the heart of the Christian^ when exposed to the waves 
of this troublesome worlds which upheld the suffering 
Saviour^ when the pains of hell came about him, and 
the snares of death overtook him : unless he keeps his 
eye steadily fixed upon the Cross of his Redeemer^ and 
there beholding him triumphant over the worlds the 
flesh and the Devil — ^feels secure in the multitude 
of his mercy, even in the truth of his salvation ; that is 
in the unfailing certainty of his saving those who put 
their trust in him and obey him ; his faith is but Uke 
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that of Peter^ and like him he is rebuked by the in- 
quiry, wherefore didst thou doubt 9 

Be assured that every earthly trial through which 
you are brought to a knowledge of^ and reliance upon 
God and your Redeemer, will not only be unable to 
harm you, but is the only way by which you can come 
to that complete and unshaken confidence which is 
essential to the salvation of your souls. 

This confidence is represented by St. Paul, to be 
the proof of our being real and true Christians, for 
in the third chapter of Hebrews, proving that Christ 
was more worthy than Moses, he says, Moses verily 
ms faithful in all his house, as a serDant,for a testimony 
of those things which were to be spoken after; hut Christ 
as a son over his own house ; whose house are we, if 
we holdfast tUe confidence and rejoicing of the hopejirm 
unto the end. And hence it was, that he tells Timothy 
for which came I also staffer these things, nevertheless I 
am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that he is able to keep that which Ihaioe 
committed unto him against that day ;* Hence it was 
that he bid him thou .therefore endwre hardness as a 
good soldier of Jesus Christ. It was the want of this firm 
confidence and rejoicing of hope, this full persua- 
sion, this enduring of hardness, which our Lord con- 
demned in St. Peter, and the necessity of which we learn 
fircMn this miracle. 

These remarks upon earthly trials, apply likewise 
to your spiritual trials and dangers, when the Ttncked- 
ness of your heels as David calls it, your natural 

• 2 Timothy i, 12. 



ISO C«KlffT WALKING OH THE SEA. 

tende»cy to go wrong, creates alarm as to your eternal 
safety, when the cotisdousness of the many and daii'- 
gerous temptations that surround you makes yon afraid. 
When you see yourself placed amidst a sinfol and 
tkottghtless world, wherefore diould you doubt ! Re- 
member that if you steadily pursue the path of duty, 
and are fully " persuaded in your own ndndsr that if 
you repent you truly <tf your former sins, resolve to lead 
a new life, have a livdy fidth in God's mercy through 
Christ, with a thankful remembrance of his deaA» and 
are in p^fect diarity with all men, God will parddii and 
save you ; remember that great 4ure the troubles iff tk 
righteous, but the Lord delivereth him out of dU. All 
you have to do is *Ho he sober, be vigikmt, because your 
adversary the Devil, as a roaring lion, Ttalketh abosi 
seeking whom he may devour ; whom remt stec^ast k 
the faith, knotving that the same €0ietions are accom- 
plished in your brethren that are in the world; and tM 
no temptation hath taken you but what is common to 
man. But God is faithful, who mil not sxffer you t» 
be tempted above that ye are able, but wUl, with Ik 
ten^tation, also make a way to escape, that ye may ht 
able to bear it. So that the tried of your faith being msch 
imore precious than that of gold that perisheth, though 
it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise od 
honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus CMd, 
whom having not seen, ye hve ; in whom though naf 
ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with Joy unr 
speakable andfuU of glory ; recekm^ the end ofyd^ 
faith — even the salvation of your souls.'' 









f 
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But let it not be rappoaed that I am' incoloating tlie 
idea that it is necessary for you to have^ as it were an 
assurance of your final salvation, conveyed by some 
sensible and miraculous manifestation of tte Sfnrit — 
some marvellous great light revealing to yon your 
final situation among such as shall be saved — and 
thus giving you a kind of ocular sense of your salvation. 
This is not fiuth but &ncy ; not confidence but pre- 
sumption ; not persuasion of mind but a surrender of 
reason to imag^tion. 

The confidence of a Christian is built upon his con* 
viction of the truth of God's revealed word, and of the 
oertainly of the salvation of all those who obey it, not^ 
mtfastanding the obstacles and dangers, and temptations 
that beset them. 

This is that general assurance which all men ou^t 
to have, in the truth, the mercff, and the power of Gk>d; 
and which is very fiir removed from any notion of a 
partiQular assurance of their own final salvation; a 
notion which is too ccmimonly instilled into the minds 
of the ignorant; and *' insisted upon in terms too per- 
^ emptpry and unqualified, and for which there is not 
'^ sufiSbcient authority in Scripture." But still every 
Christian is exhorted to hope and to believe that, after 
a life of piety and virtue, or afiber real repentance and 
conversion, his sins will be pardoned, and that he 
will be received into the joy of his Lord. Not to cherish 
and entertain this faith and hope, is to subject oursdves 
to the rebi&e given by Jesus to St. Peter wher^are 
didst thou doubt 9 To entertain any confidence or ex- 

K 
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tendency to go wrongs creates aiarm as to your eternai 
safety, when the consdousness of the many and dnh 
gerous temptations that surround you makes yea afiaicL 
When you see yourself placed amidst a sinfiii and 
thoughtless world, wherefore diould you doubt t Re- 
member that if yea steadily pursue the path of doty, 
and are fully '' persuaded in your own mndsl* that if 
you repent you truly of your former Asm, resohre to lead 
a new life, have a lively fidth in God's mercy through 
Christ, with a thankful remembrance of hb deati^ and 
are in perfect diarity with all men, God will pardon and 
save you ; remember that great iure the troubles of Ik 
righteous, but the Lord delivered him out of oil. AH 
you have to do is *Uo be sober, be vigilcmt, become your 
adpersary the Devil, as a roaring lion, mdheth cAout 
seeking whom he may devour ; whom resist stedfast k 
the faith, knomng that the same ^j0icAons are accom- 
plished in your brethren that are in the world; and that 
no temptation hath taken you but what is common to 
man. But Ood is faithful, who mil not suffer you is 
be tempted above that ye are able, but wUl, with the 
temptatian, also make a way to escape, that ye may he 
able to bear it. So that the trial of your faith bmngnwoh 
-m/ore precious than that of gold that perisheth, thougk 
it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and 
konour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ, 
whom having not seen, ye love ; in whom thoi^h ncffp 
ye see him not, yet belieeing, ye r^oice witii joy uth 
speakable and full of glory ; recekmg the end of your 
faith — even the salvation of your souls/' 
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But let it not be rappoBed that I amincvloatiiigthe 
idea that it is neeesaary for you to have^ as it were an 
aasurance of your final salvation, conveyed by some 
sensible and miraculous manifestation of the Sfnrit — 
some marvellous great light revealing to you your 
final ntuation among such as shall be saved— ^^and 
thus giving you a kind of ocular sense of your salvation. 
This is not fidth but fancy ; not confidence but pre- 
sumption ; not persu£^don of mind but a surr^ider of 
season to imagination. 

The confidence of a Christian is bmlt mpcm hb con* 
fiction of the truth of God's revealed word, and of the 
certainty of the salvati<m of all those who obey it, not- 
ivilhstandihg the obstacles and dangers, and temptations 
that beset th^n. 

This is that general assurance which all men ought 
to have, in the truth, the mercy, and the power of God; 
and which is very fiir removed from any notion of a 
partk^ilar assurance of their own final salvation; a 
notion which is too c<mimonly instilled into the minds 
of the ignorant ; and '' insisted upon in terms too per- 
^ emptpry and unqualified, and for which there is not 
^' suflBlpient authority in Scripture." But still every 
Christian is exhorted to hope and to believe that, i^er 
a life of piety and virtue, or after real repentance and 
c(mversiim, his sins will be pardoned, and that he 
will be received into the joy of his Lord. Not to cherish 
and entertain this faith and hope, is to subject ourselves 
to the rebuke given by Jesus to St. Peter wherefore 
didst thou doubt 9 To entertain any confidence or ex- 
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pectation beyond this^ is to suppose ourselves '^ invested 
'' with that sanctity of character and importance in the 
view of the Creator, which, since the days of the 
Apostles, has been vouchsafed to no man."* 
Thus I have endeavoured to shew you from this mi- 
racle what is the confidence of a Christian, as well as 
to guard you against that spurious and dangerous kind 
of confidence, which alas ! forms a very leading feature 
in the religious opinions of many, the natural tendency 
of which appears to me to be this — ^that it opens a 
door to great carelessness of conduct ; and begets the 
greatest degree of spiritual pride — a tendency wholly at 
variance with the word and will of God. While there- 
fore you look forward with a well grounded hope, and 
unshaken confidence, that God will forgive your past 
oflfences on your sincere repentance, for the sake and 
through the intercession of your blessed Redeemer; 
while you look steadily up to Him in all the dangers 
and difficulties which beset you in this troublesome 
world, and doubt not but that he will make a way for 
you to escape, as shall seem best to him ; be not at 
the same time my brethren high minded but fear; watch 
and pray, lest ye enter into temptation; and if any 
man thinketh he standeth let him take heed lest he fall; 
lest, when the hour of trial comes, he find that he has 
sadly overrated and mistaken the strength, and nature 
of his faith ; and that the character and rebuke applied 
by our Lord to Peter, are equally applicable to himself 
" O thou of little faith! wheref(yre didst thou doubt, f* 

• Smyth's Visitation Sermon. 
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LOOKING UNTO JESUS. 



Isaiah, Chap. xlt. V. 22. 



Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth : for I 
am God, there is none else. 

As all men are invited to come unto Christ — as there 
" is no other name under heaven given amongst men, 
whereby they must he saved — ^and as we are exhorted 
by the Apostle to lay aside every weight and the sin 
which does so easily beset us ; and to run mth patience 
the race that is set before us, *' looking unto Jesus the 
Author and Finisher of our fmth^ I shall not make a 
ivrong application of the Prophet's language in the text^ 
m referring it to the second person of the blessed 
Trinity ; and calling your attention by means of it to 
the great events which in common with every Christian 
in the world we this day celebrate ; Look unto me, and 
be ye sa/ved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, 
there is none else. And surely if any thing could add 
to those feelings of pious gratitude, which must animate 
the heart of every true believer, it is the thought that 
his own are the feelings of men in all the ends of the 

k2 
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^firth. The£uthof the Christian is not the &ith of an 
unknown obscure sect limited to any single country, 
or confined to any single class. Wherever enterprize or 
interest has led to new discoveries^ there also has Chris- 
tianity accompanied it, so that its sound has already 
gone out into all kmds and its wards unto the ends of 
the earth. And though as yet there are those who 
have never listened to its dieering vcnce ; a time will 
come, we are taught to believe by Christ himself speak- 
ing by the* prophet Isaiah, that ^ all flesh shall know 
that I the Lord am thy Saviour and Redeemer, the 
mighty One of Jacob/* 

But if we can look forward with joyfiil anticipation 
to that period, when ^^the knowledge of the Lord skall 
cover the earth as the waters cover <Ae seas,'' when aU 
the «idsof earth, however divided by spaoe or di£^ 
ing in national peculiarity, shall be united in one com- 
mon employment of looking unto one and the tsame 
source of salvation, professing one. fiuth, adoring oar 
Lord — Surely they who have been taught to ^' trstst 
in the living God, who is the Savkmr t^ all man, 
especialltf of those that beUeve'' are particularly bound 
to obey the exhortation of the text on this day, if dtey 
hope to share in that promised salvation whidi will be 
awarded to their obedience ; Look unto me, and be ye 
sa/oed, oil the ends of the earth: for lam Qod, there is 
none else* Here then let me lay before you lluree diflfer* 
ent points of view, in which you are to '^look unto'' him. 

L — As a divine person, as God. 

II.— As God incarnate^— 4B God made flesl^ aad 
dwelling amongst men. 
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HI. — ^Yoiiflfe tolook to the exalted o^Soes wiiidi 
be bearSj-^HnAenoe I tmst jrmrwiU see howaouch reaaoii 
we Clizisiinia iM^e to adopt the JbngaB^ 
«ild shjy Lo, tAi$ tf avr Ood; we have waited for bim^ 
mdAe zritt save m: tk$$ i$ tie Lard; we baoe waited 
for Urn, wewiO be giadaad r^aiee bi his sahation. 

h^^Yoa are to look tmto him as 6hd, as being 
in an inoompreheiifliUs manner Trith the Fadier frc^a 
tiie begmning ; as ooequal Mth hun m honor, in power, 
and in glorj ; as him in idiom dwells all the fulness of 
tiie Godhead bodily, tiie Alpha and Om^g;a — ^the begins 
ning and the ending — ^the first and the last, the Almighty 
sad justly called therefore '^ Esnnaniiel, God with ns." 
This belief is the foundation of Christianity. He is 
aot A Cfaristia& who denies tt» Belief in his diyinity is 
the Boek on which Chrirt himself told St. Peter he 
mnU iuiidhie Chmtk, and against whidi, the gates 
of hell diould not pceraiL No powers of evil spirits or 
of men, should he able to prevent the progress and 
imiwersal establishment of the laiih of Jesus. But this 
hdkita the dirinity of the Mesaafa, must be grounded 
upon endeoce. And therefoie we must briefly review 
what diat evidence is; why do you bdieve that Jesus 
Christ IB God ? b it merely because you have been 
tdd so firomyour youth up until now ? 

Noi you believe him to be God, first from tihe iVo* 
phedes a£ the Scriptures concerning him, where you 
fiddtiiat the Herald of the Messiah was announced 
as cr^ng in the wUdemess, Prepare ye Uiemmf of the 
fterd ; and that the message was delivered to Zion, 

k3 
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** Behold your Gadr You leiEum therefore that Christ 
was the Lord whose way was to be prepared^ and the 
God whom Zion was to behold ; for you see the ao 
complishment of the prophecy m the person of John 
the Baptist, and m that proclamation to the Jews 
which constituted his superiority to every pro[^et; 
'' Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the Hm 
of the world. You belieye him to be God next by 
his Miracles: who but God could cast out demls, 
rebuke the elements so that they obeyed him; who 
could give sight to the blind, feet to the lame, cleans* 
ing to the lepers, or life to the dead but God ? This 
however Jesus did, therefore he is God. Yon must 
turn likewise to his Words ; who but God could have 
spoken with such authority, or so plainly cleared- up 
the greatest difficulties which mankind had to contend 
with but God ? No one could or would have dared to 
promise blessing to those who were not oflPended in 
him, or rest to the souls of those who came to him — 
no one could have revealed the future happiness di the 
righteous, and the final misery of the wicked but Grod — 
no one could have told us, that we must appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ ; or that we must renounce 
all hope of future recompense, as the reward of our 
own works, and look for salvation only through a cru- 
cified Redeemer but God — ^yet this did Jesus. Surely 
then must we look unto, and believe in him as God. 

11. — You are to look unto him, iw God incarnate, 
as God made flesh and dwelling amongst men. Though 
his name was foretold by the prophet to be wonderful, 
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counsellor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace — ^though angels proclaimed his birth 
to his own nation^ and a star led the wise men from 
the East to his cradle; what are the circumstances 
under which you find Him, to whom these glorious 
titles are applied ? He is found to be born of a pure 
but humble Virgin, the betrothed wife of a poor me- 
chanic; and his cradle the manger of an inn. For 
years you see him obedient to his parents, which must 
mean^ following their employments^ and sharing all the 
hardships of their lowly state; and even when you 
look unto him as exercising all the powers of God, 
contrcUing the elements — expelling demons — curing 
diseases — ^and speaking as never man spoke, it is as 
one despised and rt^ected of men; a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief, promising rest indeed to others, 
but himself mthout where to lay his head. When you 
hear him praying that the bitter cup might pass from 
him ; you behold the clearest proof that he was possessed 
of all the feelings of man, all the dread of pain and death 
inseparable from the nature of man ; you see why he is 
touched mth a feeling of our infirmities, for he knew 
them by experience. There was no sorrow like unto 
his sorrow wherewith the Lord afflicted him in the day 
of hh fierce anger — of his anger, remember, not against 
him (for God's own voice proclaimed him his beloved 
Son in whom he was well pleased ;) but of his anger 
against us men and our iniquities, which had separ(ited 
between us and our God, and which nothing but the 
incarnation and humiliation of the Son of God him- 
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« 

1^ coidd reoondle. And to niake this recondfiitkn 
he took ttpon himidf dieie varioiis ^Se«> k yMA 
voii &ro 

III. — ^To look unto him. 

He became your Instructor appointed to praaeh good 
tidings to the meek^ to bind up the broken heartedi 
to comfort them that mourn ; as the day spring from on 
high giving light to them that sit in darkness, and in 
the shadow of death, and guiding ouir feetiotolte 
way of peace. He came to tell you that if you w^ 
but repent of your sins, and believe on Urn, there b 
no condemnation to them that obey him, fmd copy his 
example ; tat his instruction was notconfined to words* 
He has given us an example that we should fellow his 
steps, and walk as he walked — in purity— ^in meekness 
— ^in obedience to God's commands^ and in dependanoe 
<m his promises. 

To those who thus walk, he has told us, I repeat, that 
there is no condemnation, because he is their Samiat 
and Redeemer. He has saved them from the efifect 
of their past transgressions, and has purchased them 
with his own blood. Whatever of mystery might attach 
to the consequences of the introduction of sin into the 
world ; he has cleared up for — as in Adam aU die, so 
in Christ shall all be made alive ; whatever of doubt 
might exist as to the way in which man was to approadi 
his Maker he has removed ; for by him haoe we recess 
through one spirit unto the Father — ^whatev«r of anxieQr 
might remain, as to the disposition of God towards 
you he has relieved^ for being justified b^ fixUh ym 
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hwe peace mth God tkromgh mar Lord Jaus'iJ^m^*^ 

tHuLtevw of c&trast miglii be Mi, as to your poiner 

of dbeyiag Gdd^ he has proved to be groundiesi ; for 

jou tm do ail tfungs through Christ who streagtheaeth 

yoa^ And £»^ ymir codMlatiqti yoa are bid to look iiiito 

liim as your Intercessor, continually pleading^ mAk the 

Fsdira for the forgiveness of your sins^ for the accept- 

nikoe of your prayers^ and for the supply of Grace to 

sflsist your endeavours. But there is yet anotbor office^ 

in trhich you must never foi^t to l6ok unto him aa 

about to faiear*^and that is ; as your Judge, for the 

Ikther kath committed all judgment to the Son ; and we 

must edl appear brfare the Judgment seat of Christ, to 

receive the thing* done in the bodg whether they he good 

^dosti^yes my brethren! in this great and awful office 

you niMat behold him. Though you may have refused 

Um as your Saviour and Redeemer — though you may 

]>«Te neTBT unvoted him to act m your Intetoessor at 

the <hrOne of Grace*— yet as your Judge, invested rn&k 

all power to bestow vfpon you ^adless happmess^ or 

eternal misery, you must hok unto Mm, every eye 

shaU see him and they also which pierced Aii»— «Him 

whom you this day look unto as the in&nt Saviour, 

yon must heboid as the awful Judge ! 

Ok ! tnay you look unto Mm in that dread day and 
he sa/oed; may you hear him saying unto you, ceme ye 
blessed ef my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world! Are you 
guihy isiimers, addicted to gross and haltttiial vices, 
'* Uamplieniers of God, Underers or slanderers of his^ 
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word^ adulterers, or in malice, envy, or any oth^ griev- 
oos crime?' Oh ! look unto him, ere it be too late, and 
he ye saved. Repent and turn yourselves fronfi all your 
transgresskms, so iniquity shall not be your Rmn ; for 
unto you was bom more than 1800 years ago a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord. 

Have you hitherto thought but little of thb Saviour, 
and n^lected to come and look unto him in that holy 
rite which he has appointed, to keep you in remembrance 
of himself ? or do you now intend to continue in that 
neglect, and to leave the church this day without 
coming to the Lord's table? Reflect I pray you, 
that his eye this moment sees you. Where two or 
three are gathered together in his name, there we have 
his own assurance, he is in the midst of them. And 
are we. not gathered together in his name, are we not 
assembled for the very purpose of celebrating his birth 
and of testifying our gratitude for the great things he 
has done for us ? It is no presumption in us to hope 
that he looks upon us with an eye of complacency, and 
of mercy — ^it is no presumption in us to hope, and to 
feel assured that he hears our prayers, and will accept 
our services, if he sees that they proceed from a sincere 
and grateful heart, and are performed according to his 
will — it is no presumption in us to draw near to his table 
even while we feel conscious of our sins, if that consci- 
ousness be accompanied with unfeigned penitence, and 
stedfast resolutions of amendment, and fervent prayers 
for assistance — and lastly, it is no presumption in us to 
look unto him^ in sure and stedfast hope of being 
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saved^ if we do ' but continue in well doing unto our 
lives end. But thinks my brethren^ what presumption 
it will be to say that you have been to churchy and 
properly celebrated this Holy day, if you turn your 
backs upon the Lord's table, when more than any 
where else your salvation is set before you. 

Though I speak u/nto you mth the tongtie of mm and 
angels, and succeed in setting before you, the way 
that leadeth unto life ; yet what words of mine can 
80 deeply touch the heart as these, or who can fail to 
feel tiieir force when the consecrated bread is placed in 
their hands, '* the body of our LfOrd Jesus Christ which 
was given for thee, preserve thy body and soul unto 
everlasting Ufe. Take and eat this in remembrance 
that Christ died for thee, and feed on him in thy heart 
by faith with thanksgiving^' No one surely can hear 
these almost inspired words, without looking unto him 
of whom they speak, with gratitude and confidence — 
no one who worthily receives the bread which we bless, 
and " feeds upon it by faith with thanksgiving;" but 
lifts the eye of faith to Him whom it represents, as 
the sacrifice for his sins and the preserver of his body 
and soul unto eternal life. And no one who thus looks 
unto him, can doubt of his power and willingness to 
save him. Look then unto Him, and be ye saved, for 
'^ this is the mil of him that sent me,"* said Christ 
himself, ^' that every one which seeth the Son, and believ- 
eth on him may have everlasting life ; and I mil raise 
it him up at the last day" Draw near, my brethren, 
k believing on him, seeing in the consecrated bread and 



$ 



r^: 



142 LCXMUNQ UMTO fUUS. 

wine the emUenifl of hii body and blood, feed npcm 
them ividi a thankM heart and be coiiMent that if yo^ 
do BO, and make a coortasit practice of thus shewing 
foirtii his dea% he vrill make good to you the gracnous 
deckradon ivhich he made to the Jews, when tkey itnm 
among thenuehes saying, haw can this man gwe as his 
jksh to eat f — whoso eateth my flesh and drinketh my 
blood hath eternal Ufe; and I wUl raise him up at the 
last day. Let no difference of o^Hnion on certain points 
of doctrine keep you back. Let no Mydous excuses 
or fears deter you. Look only unto him who is the 
Saviour of all the ends of the earth ; and jdn in what 
was the prayer of the pious Psalmist, and will be equally 
the prayer of every true and «ncere Christian — ^Let 
thewerds of my mouth, and the meditation cf my heart 
he absays acceptable inthy sight, O Lord, my strength 
and my Redeemer/^ 



SEEMON XIV. 



THB christian's KOLE OF WALKING. 

Galatuns, Chap* n. V. 16. 

And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them» 
and mercy, and upon tlie Israel of God. 

The Apostle m diese words wishes '*peaoe and mercj^* 
i^n those whose actions are confoormed to a certain 
role. Axid, since these are blessings to whidi we all 
look forw^rd^ and for which we continually pray, H 
may not be either uninteresting or unprofitable to 
enquire, 
1. — ^What is the rule to whidi the apostie alludes ? 
II. — How far its results extend ? 
III. — How we are to learn the rule ? 
I. — ^What is the rule to which ilie apostle here 
alludes ? In order to answer ibis question, we must 
go back to the words immediately preceding the text, 
as weU as to other parts of the ejnstle. In the twelfiji 
verse, we find him warning the Galatians against those 
teadbers, who, being unwilling to suffer hardships and 
p^secution, on account of the religion of Jesus Christ, 
and wishing to make a fair shew in theJM^; tint is. 
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to appear well in the eyes of the Jews, on account of 
their attachment to the law of Moses, obliged them to 
submit to the rite of circumcision, as the only means 
of obtaining the favour of God ; and he tells them that 
those teachers did not keep the law themselves, but 
obliged them to keep it in order that they might gain 
credit for having made proselytes of them, and thus 
escape the persecutions which awaited all of '' that way!* 
But God forbid, says St. Paul, that I should glory ; 
" save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the worldJ* 
I have no wish to escape from the dangers and hard- 
ships which my profession brings upon me, and to gain 
credit for having induced you to undergo circumci- 
sion, because under the Gospel neither circumcision 
nor uncircumcision is of any avail towards our accept- 
ance with God ; but the being a new creature, that is, 
an entire change of principles, dispositions and habits ; 
and as many as walk according to this rule ; seeking 
acceptance with God, not by circumcision, but by thus 
becoming new creatures, may peace be their portion 
in this life and pardon in the day of judgment. The 
same blessing he wishes for the believing Jews, who are 
here called the " Israel of God!* 

In the preceding chapter he uses much the same 
words, *' for in Christ Jesus neither circumcision 
availeth any thing nor uncircumcision, but faith which 
worketh by love!* It was neither the observance of 
rites and ceremonies — nor faith alone that was available 
to their salvation, but it was faith producing in their 
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hearts love to God and man, displaying itself by their 
obedience and charity. Comparing this passage with 
the verse before the text, you find it clear beyond con- 
tradiction, that to be thus influenced by a lively and 
active faith, and to be a new creature are one and the 
same thing in the opinion of St. Paul.. And of this you 
wi]l be more convinced if you look at what is called in 
the Bible ** the old man,** or in other words the works 
of the flesh. Now says he — the works of the flesh are 
manifest, which are these ; Adultery, fornication, un- 
cleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, 
variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, 
envyings, mnrders, drunkenness, revelUngs and such 
like, of which I tell you before as I have also told you 
in times past, that they which do such things shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God. If a man resolutely goes 
on in the practice of any of these sins, he has not 
put off the old man with his deceitful lusts; he never 
shall be admitted into heaven — ^the rule he walks by 
is the unbridled gratification of his passions — ^he may 
indeed follow it if he chooses, but woe unto him if he 
does so — ^let him tremble to think that peace and 
mercy are for ever lost to him ; he has trampled under 
foot the blood of the Son of God ; he has chosen dark- 
ness rather than light ; — Christ will not save him in, 
and nothing else can save him from the bitter conse- 
quences of his sin — ^his portion is with '' the dogs with-- 
out,** amidst darkness, desperation, anddeatlu 

Nor let him thank that it will avail him any thing, 
to plead the observance of outward forms — ^let him 
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not deceiTe hunnlf with csUing tin — noAing Imt 
himian frailty^ imavoidabletemptation^ pardonaUeweak* 
neas. The very moment a man knows and feds that 
hifl conduct is sinful and contrary to the laws of God, 
and still persists in it, whatever he may say, orthink,one 
thing alone is true ; his heart is wrong, ami cut of the 
smlirea^ure of hk heart, he bringeth forth thatwhichu 
evil; he shall know no peace here, nor pardon here- 
after. In order to qualify him to do so, it is indispen- 
ably requinte that he must be a ^^ new creature ;** he 
must ^* walk according to this rule,** different from the 
former canon of his acti<ms in every point ; he must be 
completely altered in hb views, his habits and pursuits; 
he must no longer seek for salvation in outward forms, 
but he must seek it solely at the cross of Christr- 
instead of an idolater, or a despiser of all religion, 
he must become pious and zetxtch unto prayer ; instead 
of an adulterer and fornicator he must become chaste 
even in thought ; instead of being filled with envy, 
hatred, or malice, he must become gentle, meek, and 
peaceable to all men ; and instead of being given to 
drunkenness, revellings and such like, he must become 
*' temperate in all things!* When a man sees and feels 
the necessity of living in this manner and reaUy endemh 
ours to do so — ^should we not call him even in com- 
moa language a new creature, quite another person ! 
And if we see this change take place from a deep con- 
viction that his former life was displeasing to Grod, and 
framan anxiouB desire to please him by ameDdment 
of life ; should we n6t say that it arose from *^ faith 
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wof^cing hg love ;" that he was inflaeneed by CfatiBtian 
hopes and fears^ and brought &>fth Christian finnts of 
holiness ? The rale therefore that St Paul la^ down 
in the text is clearly this, thafc it vms necMsary for his 
Galatian cokrerts to become new careatitres, afid on 
their becotlnng so, he prays that they may obtaua 
certain blessings, which we are next to consider. 

11. — '^ Peace be on them, and mercy/* is his prayer, 
and little may be requisite for me to add to this ; foir 
sorely— ^the new c^eatore, the real Christian, has the 
promise of the life that now is, as well as of that which 
is to come* He has all that is truly valuable in this 
world — ^he has serenity of mind, he has a quiet con- 
science ; (and tell me '^ ye who best can teir'-^*--ye who 
know what it has been to sin, and to feel the stings of 
conscience — ^whether any thing is ha^ so valuable as a 
eonscieiioe at peace with God, and man) his enemies 
comparatively, '^ are at peace with him"" — he has die 
hope within him that " maketh not ashamed/* which 
leeondles him to the poorest condition here, and bids 
him lift his eye to those scenes beyond the grave, ^' where 
the wicked eease from trofubUag, and the weary are at 
rest** And as to mercy, do you think that he can &il 
of ^^ finding mercy in that day/' who has looked for it to 
the Cross 1 Shall he fsul of mercy who dischums it as 
his due, and acknowledges it to be the ^'free g^f of 
Gedf ? Shall he fail of mercy, who in sorrow, has sought 
refuge and consolation in the power and promises of 
Jesus ; who in sin, while he sheds floods of penitential 
tears over Ins iniqmty, feels that it can only be bfotted 
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out by His precious blood ; who in temptation prays for 
His grace to help him in the tune of need ; and when he 
finds himself sinkings begs of his Saviour to stretch out 
his hand towards him ; who in his best works, says> with 
David, not unto us, not unto m, but unto thy namegke 
the praise ; and who finally in death, hath, like the 
Martyr Stejdien, looked up with the eye of unshaken 
faith to Him ? Shall such a one, I say, iail of meicy ? 
Oh ! my brethren, never let the unworthy doubt once 
cross/ your mind ; it is the suggestion of the wicked 
one, and contradicts every word of God, and your 
Redeemer ; it makes God a liar ; for it contradicts the 
record which God gave of his Son; '^ that God hath 
gwen us eternal life, and that this Itfe is in his SonI* 
who himself has said, " Come unto me all ye that labour, 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest J* But 
how far do these results extend? The Apostle wp 
to ^^ as many as walk according to this rule,"* " ad 
tqHm the Israel of GodT to the believing Gentiles, 
and to the believing Jews ; in short to all those of 
whatever nation under heaven, who, acting under 
the divine influence, endeavour to amend their lives ; 
acquire new virtues, abandon old vices, and become as 
it were new and different persons. 

in. — ^But now we must enquire, how we are to learn 
this rule. Can we of ourselves turn and con£3rm our 
lives according to it ? No ! most certainly we cannot. 
This change of mind and disposition is wrought in us 
by the Holy Spirit of God; we cannot repent; we can- 
not pray ; we cannot believe, of ourselves ; our ability 
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todd so^ is in consequence of the renewal of the native 
bat >W4^ened faculties of our souls^ by thei^ third per- 
son in the blessed Trinity. He assists us i^'the culti- 
ration of those sekb of virtue^ which we possess^ as 
well as the seeds of vice — he invigorates the powers of 
our souls — ^he suggests the proper motive from which 
we pray for " a clean heart, and a right spifit." You 
will observe that St. Paul calls the ChriiStian graces 
of love, joy, peace, hng^t^ering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, temperance, not the works of man, 
even of the new man, but the ^* fruits of th4 Spirit^ 
dwelling in us, and day by day renovating and increas- 
ing our virtues, and our capabilities of virtue. 

If this new creation however be thus, as you represent 
it, altogether the gift of God, and the work of the 
Spirit ; must it not, you may say, entirely depend on 
tile pleasure of God, whether you are thus to become 
anew creature or not? Some people perhaps may 
tell you that none are thus born of God, %iid favoured 
with this precious gift, but those whom he chooses to 
select for this purpose ; but I think in this they err. 
The very cnrcumstance of our renewal being a grace, 
and favour of God, is a clear proof, that it is in- 
tended for aU real and true penitents, and not for any 
particular chosen few. Did not our Saviour lead his 
disciples, and consequently all believers, to suppose 
that whcUever they should ask the Father in his name 
he would do it 9 Does not St. John say, whatsoever 
we asky we know tJmt we have the petitions that we 
desired of him ? If a man then asks, like David, give 

l2 
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me O Ijord a clem heart, and renew a right SprU 
mthm tne ; and if ha Sfiks^ far Jesus' sake, in the language 
of our cbuirehj that he may '^ daily be renewed by the 
Holy Spirit ;" do you suppose, that God will refuse to 
l^rant his r^qi^est? If he does so, it can only be 
becAiuse the man asked amiss ; he was not sincere in hiis 
desire for reformation ; he only pretended to leave and 
hate his sind. 

The very circumstance then of the renewal of our 
nature, beii^ a gift from God, proves I repeat, that 
you must obtain it from God, as you do any other 
gift — ^by constant and fervent prayer — ^by prayer both 
public, and private ; its being a gift and a grace, proves 
that it nviy he obtained, by these means of obtaining 
any other ^ace. To your prayers, you must add the 
most resolute ^ideavours to keep away from all those 
places, circumstances, and persons, which* will keep 
alive in you a fondness for the works of the fie^, the 
deeds of the old man. 

Make the attempt^ and I am confident that you ivill 
' i^nd yourselves begin '' to grow in grace, and in tie 
knowledge <^ God;'' for^ remember, that in your bap- 
tism, where you became '^ regenerate and were made 
his children by adoption and grace/' you entered into 
this covena^ with God — that you should keep his com- 
mandments, and that he should give you the Holy 
Spkit to enable you to do so. Now, *' whi^ he hath 
promised he will most surely keep and perform;" a 
promise from God, is as good as the performance of it; 
hath he " said and %haU he not do it f The Holy Spirit 



THB CHBISTIAN'S RULE OF WALKING. 151 

was promifled to every child that is brought to the 
*' laver of regeneration!' It is no proof i3tMt God does 
not make good hb promide^ because we see some men so 
desperately wicked as to drive away from them^ and 
Milfttlly to griere the Holy Spirit. There ave timei^^ 1 
beliefrey when the very worst of men have had some 
visitings and whispers of the Spirit— Hsome warning' to 
turn from the evil of their ways, and to be renewed in 
the Spirit of their mind — and if they had but listened 
to, and accqyted the invitation, how many a pang 
would have been spared to themselves and others! 
But do you imagine that this great change of mind 
and heart is essential only to gross and opto sinnears, 
and that you do not require it ? Alas ! my brethren how 
little does that man know him^l^ who can entertaiti 
the thought ! Does he say that he is not a murderer, 
an adulterer, a fornicator, a tMef ; it tnay be so, but 
how few could plead not guilty evai to tlm charge^ 
if tried by the full and spirittiail meaning of the law ? 

Who ateong you will stand ferward and boldly say 
that he is not proud, self-willed, haughty in his behayi- 
onr, uncharitable, unforgiving, or envious, or' n^ligent 
upon all c^ligious subjects ? Who can look into the 
secret recesses of his own heart and say that he' hm no 
sin; who dare say it ? And who then I would ask, does 
not need this vital, this important qhange ? In some men 
it is true the change is too evidently needfiil, in others 
the necessity may be best known to themselves ; but 
for one and all it is indispensable* Without it you 
cannot be saved. 

l3 
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Having undergone it, peace and mercy shall be 
on you, both in this world and in the next* 

Observe, I beg of you, that I do not tell you that this 
change consists in any secret internal sensations ; it is 
not a moral change wrought in a mystical manner — ^it 
is not a sudden, sensible, and irresistible revolution of 
our habits and desires ; but it is simply this, leaving off 
your sins and iniquities ; and acquiring and practising 
the contrary virtues ; as the prophet says '' ceasing to 
do evil, and learning to do well,** at the suggestion 
and by the help of the Holy Spirit. This is easy enough 
for every one to understand ; would to God, my bre« 
thren, that you could be induced to try and practise it. 

Many I know, too many I fear, will go away from 
this place, and never think more of what they have 
now heard ; but some perhaps will let these things sink 
into their hearts. May God of his mercy write them 
there, may he so deeply impress them with the sense 
of their importance that they may fervaitly beseech 
him to give them a '^ clean heart, and to renew a right 
Spirit within them.** — ^may he grant them to grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of his Son Jesus Christ, so 
that, having walked through life according to this rule, 
peace and mercy may be on them for evermore, 
through the merits and mediation of their Lord and 
Saviour, Jesus Christ 



SERMON XV. 



THE ONE THING TO BE REQUIRED. 

Psalm xxyii. V. 4, 5. 

One thing have T desired of the Lord, which I will require ; even 
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to 
bdiold the fmr beauty of the Lord, and to visit his temple. For in 
the time of trouble he shall hide me in his tabeniacle; yea, in ^ 
secret place of his dwelling shall he hide me, and set me up upon a 
rock of stone. 

How different^ my brethren, is this desire of the pious 
Psalmist in the tett from those of the generality of 
men ; and how forcibly does the reason by which it is 
followed present itself to the mind of every thinking 
person ! One thing have I desired of the Lard which 
I ztfill require (or seek after ), even that I may dtvell in 
the home of the Lord aU the days of my Ufe, to behold 
the fair beauty of the Lord, and to visit his temple ; that 
I may have continual access to that sacred place where 
worship is offered to him, his ordinances are adminis- 
tered, and his word taught ; that my heart may be 
daily occupied in admiring the beauty of his divine per- 
fections, his truth, his justice, his mercy, and his love ; 
and that I may enjoy the privilege of resorting to his 
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more immediate presence, in the place so especially 
favoured and selected by him. Nor was it only for the 
sake of thus enjoying the highest degree of happiness 
which man can ei^oy, that of intimat^ communion with 
God, that David expressed the wish — ^but it is followed 
by the expression of his conviction, that therein he 
should have a place of refuge and security against all 
his foes and under all his misfortunes — ''/or in the time 
of trovble he shall hide me in his tabernacle, yea, in the 
secret place of his dwelling shall he hide me, and set 
me up upon a rock of stone ^^ for there can I take shel- 
ter, as in the pavilion or royal tent of the heawnly 
king; where no enemy can find me, no want aasai] me, 
no danger make me fearfol ; secured by his protection^ 
'' though an host of men were hid against me yet shall 
not my heart be afraid ;" I shall be as safe as if I was 
placed upon an inaccessible rook. Monarch as David 
was, one would not have been astonished to have heard 
him giving utt^ance to his anxiety as to the future 
prosperity of himself wid his people, and praying for 
success upon his own schemes to promote it ; boi we 
find him centering them all in being allowed the enjoy- 
ment of his Religion — as if he was convinced that it 
w^ tho best safeguard of his own and his people^s hap- 
piness* And such proved to be the case, Ah: if you look 
back at the state of the kingdom of Israel, durmg the 
reigns of the different monarchs who succeeded David — 
if you consider attentively the fiict that when they |»e- 
served their religlan pure and undefiled they prospered ; 
whw they polluted or neglected it they were givm over 
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a prey imto their enttoies, yoawiU want no otl^r evi- 
dence of the wisdom of David in selecting thb '^ one 
t/ungf^ 08 the great object of his desires^ and as the 
rock of his confidence — *^for in the Lord Jehovah is 
everlasting strength!' But surely it is not to David in 
las regal character alone^ nor even to David in any 
character whatever, that we are to confine the words 
of the text ; they are as applicable to Christians bodi 
in their public and private capacities as to him^ and 
their wisdom will be equaUy conspicuous as his, if their 
desires are but tiie same ; if they can only say from 
their heart *' One thing have I desired of the Lord, 
which I mil require ; even^that I may dwell in the house 
of the Lord all the days of my Ufe, to behold the fair 
beauty of the Lord, and to visit Ms temple.*' 

'^ Whatever be the Christian's rank, expectations, or 
employment, he considers the salvation and the service 
of God as the '^ one thing needful f ^Ssa& he prays for, 
this he seeks after — ^he desires to dwell near the ordi- 
nances of God, that he may have constant access to 
them. He delights in contemplating the beauty and 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ — ^he enquires 
into his will by reading his word and praying for his 
teaching Spirit— -be hides himself firom cares, from 
fears, from foes, in the presence^hamba: of his hear 
v^y King, and while he drinks the waters which flow 
from the rock of ages, he fixes his hope and soul upcm 
the rock itself for stability and support." 

Thus you see the text applies to Christians as well 
as to David, and therefore let me point out to you more 
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particularly how graciously God h»i dealt witii m, m 
affording us the opportunity of enjoying all the hap- 
piness and security which David desired and sought 
after. 

I. — His desbe was» we have seen, ** to dwM in the 
hau$e of the Lord all the daps of his life,'* for there he 
might worship him, receive his ordinances, and hear 
his word ; and this will be the wish, as we have also seen, 
of every good and real Christian. He wishes to have 
it in liis power to visit the temple of the Lord, when- 
ever he has the opportunity. Gladly does he hail the 
return of that sacred day, the Christian Sabbath, 
which bids him release his mind from the thraldom of 
the cares, the mortifications, the trials of this life, and 
turn his thoughts to those brighter scenes beyond the 
grave, ^' where the wicked cease from troubling j and the 
weary are at rest!" When it arrives, remembering to 
whom it is dedicated, he repairs to the temple of the 
Lord '*to worship him, to ^ve him thanks;" ^^ trust- 
ing not in his own righteousness, but in His manifold 
and great mercies," he '* comes into his home on the 
multitude of those mercies, and lifts up his hands to- 
wards the mercy-seat of his holy temple" He praises 
God for the blessings he has received, and implores a 
continuance of them, and lays open his most secret 
wants and wishes before him. He ever bears in mind 
that he came there to " worship the Lord with holy 
worship" Too many however forget that this is the 
great object of visiting the temple of the Lord ; they 
forget that Jesus Christ himself called his Father's 
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house *' the house of prayer f they forget that to 

come into that house without having this great pri<- 

vil^e and object nearest to their heart, is but to offer 

the sacrifice of fooh — ^that their very prayers — ^if they 

oifer any — are ** turned into sin ;" and that they wil* 

Mly stand in l^e way of their own *' peace with God!^ 

Never, my brethren can he retire from the temple of the 

Lord into the bosom of his own family, with any thing 

like the justification of the Humble Publican, whose 

first and chief object has not been to pray to God for 

pardon, for sanctification, and for salvation, through the 

blood of Jesus. " Drawing near to God with ih&r 

mouths wMle their hearts were far from him" was, you 

know, one great sin of the Jewish nation, and oh ! that 

there may be none this moment amongst ourselves who 

feel that they have reason to pray for pardon of the 

same ! If any such be here, pray, I entreat you ere 

you quit the temple of the Lord, that for the sake of 

his dear Son he will '* not lay it to your charge." 

II. — The Christian's next object in visiting the 
temple is, to draw near to the ordinances of God ; 
and here indeed does he ^behold the fair beauty 
of the Lord!* Where is the true Christian who, 
recollecting that ^od '* by the baptism of his beloved 
" Son Jesus Chjfist in the river Jordan, did sanctify 
*' water to the/ mystical washing away of sin" does 
not see the mfercy of the Almighty most clearly set 
forth in the *'laver of regeneration^' purifying the 
infant soul frota the original taint of sin which cleaves 
to it — typifyiijig its death unto sin and its *' resurrection 



158 THB ON£ THIHO TO BB BBQUIRSa 

to the life of righteousness,'' and sealii^ to it all the 
blessings and assistance of his promised grace? Is 
there too, I ask, in any one who calls hiikiself a Chris- 
tian worshipper in the temple of the Lord, a heart so 
insensible as not to behold, in the ordinance of the 
Lord's supper, '* the fair beauty of the Lord?" To 
such a one would I say — O taste and see how graciom 
the Lord is — wash but your hands in innocency afd so 
come to his altar, and there you will learn the loving- 
kindness of the Lord Your own guilt which needed 
expiation, the prescient afifection of the Father which 
planned the scheme of expiation by the blood of Christ, 
and the love of Christ which carried that plan of ex- 
piation into eflfect by laying down his life for you, will 
all meet your view; you will learn to feel, and to appre- 
ciate th^ force and yalue, if you do but sincerely pray 
with Dayid — lead me forth in thy path and learn me; 
for the secret of the Lord is with them that fear Mm, 
and he will shew them hifi covenant ; them that are meek 
shall he guide in judgmenif^ind such as are gentle, them 
shall he leam his way ; but h^ver, my brethren^ can 
he expect to be guided in peace^through the difficulties 
of his spiritual conflict, or throlli^h the stormy paths 
of life, who never visits the temple^ thus to *' see the 
goodness of the Lord in the land of\he living. Oh ! 
did Christians but remember, as they oifghi to do, what 
David says — ^^ the Lord shall give striength vjnto bis 
people^ the Lord shaU give his people} the blessing oj 
peacer — that He has appointed this iWaveBly ordi- 
nance for the very purpose of ** strenjgthening and 
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refreshing their souls," and that they who there '' wait 
vpm the Lord shall renew their strengtlT — ^what a 
privilege, what a blessing, would they not esteem it 
thus *^ to visit his temple r 

III. — ^How much too would they ralue the oppor* 
tunity there afforded them, of hearing his word ; of 
hearing His word, I say, and not the words of man. 
The ordinance of preaching is doubtless " a pearl of 
great priced and the due discharge of it is attended, 
according to the promise of Christ, with an especial 
blessing, both to the preacher and the hearer ; but still 
it is inferior, I conceive, in point of intrinsic value, to 
those portions of the Holy Scriptures which are read, 
as the lessons, epistle, and gospel for the day, when 
heard with attention and received with &ith. To this 
part of the Church service, therefore, I entreat you 
earnestly to attend; they are '^ the words of etertud Itfe,* 
in them you hear God's word and nothing else. 

In a sermon it is true, you hear diflSculties explained, 
doctrines enforced, and directions given. Butmudi 
must depend upon the lisaming, the zeal, the judgment 
of the preacher ; he is not infallible, he is '^ but a poor 
instrument to make God's Holy Truth to be more 
known unto the people." We preach not oursehes, says 
St. Paul, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your 
servants for Jesui sake. Well therefore did our Lord 
direct his diseiples to '^ call no num master upon earth f 
not to depend upon the opinions of any man, but to be 
guided only by the will and word of God. 

Now in the case of many, acquaintance with his will. 
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and guidance bjr his word would be impossible^ -were it 
not that in his temple it is appointed to be puUiciy 
read ; and while the selection does not dependupon the 
caprice or momentary feeUngs of the minister, bothiiig 
is ** kept back that is profitable for auivaiion,** ** He 
that hath eats to hew^ may there hear what he must 
'' do to be saved.** Any man if the blesang of edu- 
cation has unfortunately been denied to him, by at- 
tending seriously to the lessons, to the epistle and 
gospel in the communion service, and praying to 
God to write in his heart what he there hears, may 
become acquainted with the things that belong unto 
his salvation. How often are the ministers of God, 
when engaged in the duty of attending on the sick, 
and dwelling on the necessity we all have of the assist- 
ance of the Holy Spirit to aid our weak endeavour 
after holiness — or pointing out the mercy of God in the 
redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Chrisfc^or 
holding up to the sufferer's view the blessed means of 
grace, dr the hope of everlasting glory — checked, and 
repulsed by the answer, I am no scholar, I cannot read, 
and I know nothing about these things ! How often 
too, do they find that assent is given to their enquiries 
as to the sick man's knowledge on these points, merely 
to prevent their suspicion of his ignorance ! 

This seldom would be the case, if when in health, 
jpen would attend properly to those portions of scripture 
which are read on the Sabbath day ; and therefore con- 
sider seriously, that even those who have to lament 
the want of learning, are still *^ without excns^ for 
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not being acquainted with the will and word of God, 
because they may come to hear it read ; and if they 
attend to what they hear^ may learn that which will 
make them wise unto salvation. Can any man, I ask, 
who has ever listened to the second chapter of the 
Acts of the Apostles, when appointed for the second 
lesson, and heard there how the Holy Ghost was 
poured out on the Apostles on the day of Pentecost, 
and that St. Peter said that the same Holy Spirit 
should be given to all who, repenting of their sins, 
should embrace and obey the gospel ; for said he to 
the Jews, the promise is to you and to your children, 
and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord 
our God shall call — can any man I say, who has attend- 
ed to this attempt to excuse his ignorance on that 
point by saying that he has '* never so much as heard 
whether there be any Holy Ghost ?" Can he say that 
he is totally ignorant of the death, resurrection and 
ascension of Jesus, if he only listened to the account 
given of him, in that chapter by St. Peter? Or 
which of you, my brethren, can lay his hand upon his 
heart and say, that he knows not how to approach unto 
God, and to whose mediation he must trust for salva- 
tion, who has ever attentively listened, to the second 
lesson of this evening's service, 7th chapter of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, where the Apostle says of 
Jesus, ^^ that he is able to save them to the uttermost 
that come unto God by him, seeing he ever Uveth to 
make intercession for them ?" Not a single Christian 
sabbath passes, but something might be added by every 
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man, to his stock of spiritual knowledge, if he woukl 
but seriously attend, and endearour to remember what 
he hears, and above all if he would sincerely pray to 
God to write it an the flethiy table of his heart, and 
to give him '' grace to receiye it with pure aflfectkm, 
and to bring forth the fruits of the spirit." 

If these things are so; if fill these blessings and 
privileges are to be met with in the house of Grod; 
may we not well join in the wish of David, in the text, 
'^ that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the 
days of my life ; to behold the fair beauty of the Lord, 
and to visit his temple ?" 

But from these considerations, for one moment, turn 
your thoughts to the second reason for David's enter- 
tainment of the wish ; ^^for in the time of trouble shall 
he hide me in 1^ tabernacle ; yea, in the secret place 
of his dwelling shall he hide me, and set me up upon a 
rock of stone."* Nor is this less applicable to us than 
the former reason for his wishing to visit the temple. 
For where, but in the temple of the Lord, can the sons 
of sorrow find refuge and consolation ; what can say to 
the heart irritated by privations, insults and disap- 
pointments, '^ peace, be still,** like the inspired voice, 
that speaketh from the '' volume of the book,** in the 
temple of the Lord ? What can reconcile you to the 
trials you are doomed to meet with in this *^ vale of 
tears,** but retiring to the pavilion of Him who careth 
for you ; who knoweth all your wants ; and '' can do 
more for you than you can either ask or think T* What 
can dry the tears of the fatherless ; bid the widon^ hecart 
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to sing for joy" or " revive the Spirit y* of Jbim that mourn*- 
eth the ^ Son of bis vows,** or ** the.wife of Ms hosom^ 
like going into his presence, who done has the power 
of re-unitbg them to each other? This is a topic how- 
ever on which I need not dwell ; few there are amongst 
us who do not know it from thdr own experience ; and 
they alas ! know not how soon they must be called upon 
to add theirs to the recorded testimony of inspiration, 
that tribulation is man's appointed path to heaven. 
But it leads previously to the temple of the Lord, and 
throu^ its sacred porch directs his fitultering steps to 
the Rock of his Salvation, '' and that Rock is Christ.'* 
Here he rests secure — no sooner does he learn to lean 
Ivith confidence on the promises, the merits, and the me- 
diation of his Redeemer, than he learns equally to bear 
up under all his trials — to submit to every dispensation, 
knowing that it is sent in mercy, and to recognize the 
hand of God in every event Dwelling in the temple 
of the Lord all the days of his life — ^he " renews his 
strength'' and confidence, by constant communion with 
his Lord in prayer — ^in attendance on his ordinances — 
and by hearing his word ; he becomes " rooted and 
grounded in love, able to comprehend tvith all Saints 
what %9 the breadth, and length, and depth, and height ; 
and to know thelove of Christ which passeth knowledge ; 
and he is filled mth all the fulness of God." 

Such^ my brethren, are the results of *' dwelling in 
the temple of the Lord." And now I leave it to your 
own consciences to say, whether with all the opportu- 
nities you possess of doing so, if you wilfiiUy neglect 

M 
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to improve them, the sin must not lie at your own door t 
By your hopes of heaven, and your fears of hell, I 
earnestly conjure you, therefore, to let every Christian 
Sabbath find you in the temple of the Lord, praising 
the Lord for oU the benefits he has done unto your soul, 
and imploring pardon for all the oflfences you have 
wilfully, or ignorantly committed against him. Be 
found at many, if not at every celebration of the Lord's 
Supper. Be found too when visiting the temple of the 
Lord, '' very attentive to heaf his word, and remember 
that if you would reap any benefit from hearing, yon 
must keep it, for you know that when ** a certain woman 
of the company lifted up her voice and said unto Jesus^ 
blessed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps which 
thou hast sucked,** his answer was, ^' yea, rather blessed 
are they that hear the word of God and keep it.** Who- 
soever therefore thus dwells in the temple of the Lord 
all the days of his life, he shall receive the blessing from 
the Lord, and righteousness from the God of his 
salvation. 



SERMON XVI. 



ST. Paul's thorn in the flesh considered. 

II. Corinthians, Chap. xii. V. 7, 8, 9. 

And lest I should be exalted above measure through the abundance 
of the revelations, there was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the 
messenger of Satan to bufiet me, lest I should be exalted above 
measure. For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might 
depart from me. And he said unto me. My grace is sufficient for 
tbee : for my strength is made perfect in weakness. 

You will perhaps be somewhat surprised that I should 
have chosen this subject for our consideration this morn- 
ing, it is not, I believe, one that is very commonly 
selected as appropriate to a mixed congregation like 
that now before me, but there are those I feel confident 
amongst my hearers, whose attention to the Scriptures 
leads them to meditate on parts of them which are 
dijfficult to understand, and of which, they are at a 
loss to discover the practical utility without the help 
of a little explanation. This induces me frequently to 
select such passages as the subject of my sermons ; not 
merely with the view of bringing you to a verbal knotth 
ledge of the Scriptures, but of shewing you that the 
whole of the Apostolic writings — as well those parts 
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which are less easily understood^ as those which are 
so plain that way-faanng men though fooh aannot err 
therein, are intended to set before us — ^not only the great 
truths of revelation^ but likewise — such an example of 
Christian behaviour under various circumstances, as 
may encourage us, in our progress to another and a better 
world, to depend entirely on the favour and assbtance 
of God, and to teach us that every thing we meet Mdih, 
whether pleasurable or painful, is directed by him — ^and 
thus to produce in us a real practical faith. 

It should always be borne in mind that the Scriptures 
are a Christian's rule of life, as well as a message d 
the glad tidings of his salvation ; they not only contain 
a declaration of his Redemption by the blood of Christ, 
and of his Sanctification by the operation of the Holy 
Spirit ; but they hold up to his view the most heavenly 
portraits on which the mind can dwells in order to en- 
gage his attention and imitation. Our Lord and his 
Apostles have not only told us whai we are to believe 
and to do, but they have shewn us h(m these things 
are to be done, and the manner in which our know^ 
ledge is to*be applied. And while in the character of 
our blessed Saviour we see the whole picture complete 
and finished,^ and contemplate it as one grand and per- 
fect pattern ; in those of the Apostles we are at leisure 
to dwell on the different component features singly, and 
therefore perhaps are more likely to think them within 
the scope of our own imitative faculties. We can ex- 
amine separately the sseal of Peter, the mildness of 
John, the honesty of Thomas^ the hutniUtjf of Paul ; 
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and each of these furnishes us with ample scope for ad* 
miration and imitation. It is to the last that in this 
discourse I wish to dratv your attention — and the pass* 
age I have selected as my text^ displays his example in 
a very striking and engaging point of view, and is very 
likely, I think, to arrest the attention of an earnest and 
enqluirittg hearer of the Word ; and to one of this dispo* 
sition I douht not but that it will appear as containing 
a great degree not only of interest, but of instruction 
and caution. We must consider therefore — 

I.^*— What gave occasion to St. Paul to make use of 
these words to the Corinthians. 

IL-^What is meant by a thorn in the flesh, the mes-- 
%enger of Satan. And 

II I.^ — What is the lesson we are to learn from the 
vrbole passage. 

I. — St. Paul you are aware was not originally a disci- 
pie of Jesus, he had been '^ exceedingly mad against that 
way^ and as he was going to Damascus with authority 
from the chie£ priests and elders, he was miraculously 
converted and commissioned to preach the very truth 
which he persecuted. And this he did with such energy 
and zeal as to make many enemies, who not only op- 
posed his preaching, but objected to his claim of Apos- 
tleship, pretending that he was not one of the twelve, 
nor chosen like Matthias in the room of any of them, 
and therefore they considered him as an intruder and 
an impostor. Against these calumnies he vindicates 
his mission and authbrity in this epistle^ imd to do this 
he is obliged to magnify his office, and to assert that 
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he was not in any respect inferior to the Very chiefest 
of the Apostles — ^neither in his sufferings^ nor in his 
miracles^ nor in his charity and diligence in the dis- 
charge of his office, nor in the success of it, nor in the 
revelations made known unto him. Upon this last topic 
he insists in the chapter from whence my text is taken 
where he speaks of the revelations vouchsafed to him 
by God at different times ; and he declares that the 
exceeding greatness and excellency of them was such — 
that he was in danger of being transported by them 
into pride and vanity, had not God of his wisdom and 
goodness seen fit to prevent his falling into so great a 
sin by a severe visitation, which was calculated to re- 
press all proud notions of himself, and to lead him to 
ascribe glory to God. From this visitation he says that 
he prayed earnestly to be delivered, but that God saw 
proper to refuse his request, saying to him however at 
the same time, '* My grace is sufficient for thee : for 
my strength is made perfect in weakness.** For this 
reason he has not only submitted patiently to, but even 
ghriedxn the severe infliction, because it prevented his 
falling into sin, and was an evident proof of the power 
of God. 

11.— This visitation he calls " a thorn in the fleshy 
the messenger of Satan to buffet him^ by which you 
are to understand him to mean some peculiarly distress- 
ing bodily infirmity which rendered him despicable in 
the eyes of those who looked no further than the out- 
ward appearance. This he tells us was its effect iQ)on 
his enemies, for they said his letters are weighty and 
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pawerftd, hut his bodily presence is weak and his speech 
cmtemptible. He calls it the messenger of Satan, in 
accordance with the received opinion of the Jews that 
diseases were inflicted on men by Satan with God*s 
permission — as in the case of Job ; and of the woman 
whom you read of in St, Luke's gospel (13th chapter 
11th verse) and of whom our Lord in accordance with 
this received opinion said^ '^ Satan hath bound lo f these 
eighteen years together,** and in the same sense thaf^ 
St Paul himself (1st Corinthians^ 5th chapter and 5th 
verse) speaks of delivering *^afnan unto Satan for the 
destruction of the flesh, that the Spirit might- be saved 
in the day of the Lord Jesus.** The thorn in the flesh, 
the messenger of Satan, was therefore some severe 
bodily infirmity (he does not tell us what, and it is 
useless for us to enquire) inflicted upon him in order to 
prevent his being too much elated by the favours he 
Iiad received from God, and which, had it not been for 
the power of God working mth him and in him would 
have rendered all his labours unfruitful. But this very 
infirmity of his body was a plain proof, that all his 
suffidency for the great work was of God, and thus the 
weakness of his body while it kept down all proud no- 
tions of his own powers in propagating the gospel, was 
an evident sign of the strength of God. For if he did 
things surpassing his own natural strength, it was clear 
that he must be assisted by some very superior power 
enabliAg him to do them — ^and therefore though he 
prayed that God might be pleased to remove the 
thorn from him, yet he not only submitted to the inflic- 
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tioB, but evenrcjoiced in it, as being a means of shew- 
ing forth more dterly the wonderful works, of God. 

III. — ^You have doubtless anticipated me, as to the 
practical use to be ibade of the example of St. Paul, 
as thus considered in this passage of the Scripture 
that its great object is to guard us against the sin of 
spiritual pride — ^and to teach us to ascribe every good 
thing we do — every good thought we think, and every 
good word we speak entirely to the asastance of Gotf s 
grace, enablmg us to do so. And if it would have 
been a fault in the great and good St. Paul, to have 
been lifted up in his own conceit, though advanced by 
God to so very h^ a perfection of knowledge and 
sanctity ; what a crime must it be in us to be exalted 
by self-4)pinion, who know so little and who practise 
much less. If it was necessary I say, for St. Paul to be 
kept from the sin of pride ; is it not a dear proof 
that the very best men, those that are most free from 
the actual commission of sin, may fall into this i^are 
of. the Devil, and finally p^sh? Other vices are 
found only in our evil actions ; but this arises out of 
our best works, nay it often springs out of its contrary 
virtue ; and a man may be proud of his own humility ; 
and the humble man as soon as he knows, and lets his 
mind dwell with complacency on his possession of this 
humility, is in great danger of losing it.* 

Now this pride against which St. Paul required to 
be guarded, was not pride of birth, of wealth, or of 
fame, but it was spiritual pride ; arising from a con- 
ceit of his own goodness, and of the favour of God 

* See Bishop Bull's Sermons. 
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sbewn to him. And observe, that though we caimot 
be guilty of exactly the 9ame, yet we may be guilty of 
a very dndlar pride. 

God does not condescend to favour men, with visions 
and revelations. — ^He does not transport men in the 
Spirit to the third heaven, to hear unspeakable words ; 
but he bestows upon them innumerable favours and 
mercies, which too often minister occasion unto men 
to be proud of their own excellencies ; and give thetn 
as they seem to think, a right to despise others. It is 
just as possible for men to be puffed up by spiritual 
pride, as it would have been for St. Paul ; nay I should 
be inclined to say, that this spiritual pride was the 
prevailing sin of the present day. For instance — ^has 
God blessed you with a believing heart, has he given 
you the Spirit of prayer, of humility, of temperance, 
of chastity, of resignation ? Has he enabled you by 
}a& bountiful goodness to be charitable to your fellow 
creatures, and to relieve the wants of the poor and 
needy ? Has he given you the blessing of a good edu* 
cation, and of having been early brought to a know- 
ledg-e of himself, and of J^us Christ our Saviour ? 
Has he favoured you with opportunities of making con- 
siderable 'advances in. this knowledge, and of becoming 
experimentally acquainted with your Redeemer ? Has 
he opefied your eyes to know the z&ondrous things of 
his law, the mercies of redeeming love, and the invigor* 
ating influences of the Holy Spirit ? Has he given 
you grace to be sensible of, '* to know and to feel,*' the 
burden of your sins, and to lay hold on the means of 
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escaping the punishment of them^ while you see others 
going on still in their wickedness^ and madly pursuing 
a course of pleasure and of ruin ? How possible is it 
for men to be proud of these things ! nay, how common 
is it for them to be so ? Tax them with it and they 
wiU deny it, but what do their hearts say, what is it that 
self-love and fancied superiority whispers to them ! Is 
it not the pharisaical sell-congratulation, '^ Lord I 
thank thee that I am not as other men are'* — ^my vir- 
tues are too evident and too exact for me to be classed 
with the generality of men; thy favours have proclaimed 
me one of thy chosen people — I bear the seal of electim 
stamped upon me , while these by whom I am sur- 
rounded, are only reprobates and therefore unworthy of 
my notice ? Is any thing, I ask, more common than 
to compare ourselves with another, and to say I am 
more pious, more humble, more charitable than such 
a one — I never commit the sins that he is guilty of, 
I am therefore far the better person ? Now reflect I 
beseech you, is not this making the very things '^ that 
should have been for your good an occasion of falling f 
of falling into that very *sin, which our Lord so ex- 
pressly condemned ; and to prevent St. Paul's falling 
into which, God thought proper to give to him a thorn 
in the fleshy the messenger of Satan to buffet him? 
Most indisputably it is; and therefore how watchfully 
ought you to guard against, and to be aware of its fatal 
tendency ; you may judge of the danger of it if you 
will- only remember, that it is the sin, which tempted 
David to say '* go number Israel' and brought upon 
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his sheep so dreadful a slaughter; and which could 
perhaps only be checked in the naturally high minded 
and impetuous apostle^ by an enduring and self-evident 
source of humiliation. 

'' It must" as a pious prelate says '^ be a desperate 
*' disease that requires so desperate a remedy,"* 

And let us suppose that God sees fit to give you a 
thorn in the flesh. Suppose that he visits you like Job 
or St. Paul, with a bodily infirmity ; or with the ca- 
lamitous loss of your property, your children, or your 
friends, and that you recognize it as intended ^' to 
humble you and to prove you, and to know what is in 
your heart ;" but that you earnestly pray like St. Paul 
to be delivered from it, and that your prayers are not 
answered by its removal ; what then are you to do ? 
Are you to suppose yourself deserted by God, and there-, 
fore at liberty to give yourself up to despair, are you 
to suppose that God does not hear ydu ? Oh no ! 
Look at his answer to St. Paul. He only refuses your 
request to make you the more sensible of his great 
mercy towards you, and more prepared for his heavenly 
kingdom. He denies you the favour you ask, in order 
to bestow upon you one which he knows is more ex- 
pedient for you. St. Paul's prayer was not treated 
with contempt : so far from it ; a remedy far greater 
than the ease he asked was granted to him ; he asked 
release from suffering, but an aid was vouchsafed to 
him, which turned that suffering even into a source 
of thanksgiving and of glory. "My grace is sufficient 
for theej for my strengh is made perfect in weakness ;* 

• Bp Bull. 
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and 80 sensible was he made^ that whdt he lamented 
and prayed to be delivered from^ tended to the glory 
of Godj and to the success of his ministry ; that it formed 
at last the great ground of his exultations and rejoicing. 
And should not every Christian glory and rejoice 
in any infliction, which will be a means of obtaining 
for him so powerfiil a help ? The promise here given 
to St, Paul, is given equally to all those to whom the 
gospel is preached ; and be assured that, if God in his 
wisdom sees fit to humble you by giving you ath^ 
in the flesh ; and you submit to it, and own that it is 
for your good, and let it produce true humility in you ; 
it will be an evident and most comfortable assurance 
to you, that the grace of God enables you to support 
that trial, under which your natural weakness must 
have sunk. And do we know none who have thus 
borne witness to the Grace of Grod, supporting and 
assisting them ? Have you never seen any, who have 
suffered the most painful disorders without murmuring, 
and with patience, and faith unwavering, of whmn 
you would be obliged to say, that they could never 
have borne the throes of agony which convulsed their 
frame so meekly, so resignedly ; had not '' the everlast- 
ing arms'" supported them ? I do not say that this 
visitation was the punishment of their pride ; but it 
certainly had the effect of ^' correcting what was amiss 
in them,'" of inducing them to get them right humbly 
to their God; and of ascribing to his goodness and 
support, their continuance in well doing. But now 
consider, that in order to obtain this assistance, it is 
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not indispensably requisite that you should be thus 
afflicted^ by a *' thorn in the flesh ;** you may escape 
the severe remedy requisite for the correction of the 
evil^ by avoiding the evil which reriders it requisite* 
Avoid Spiritual pride, and you will escape the in- 
fliction of the thorn in the fleshy Do not force the 
physician of your souls^ to use sharp applications in 
(oder to recover the leper, when, he has furnished you 
with an antidote against the disease. Take his yoke 
upon you, and learn qf him ; for he was meek and lowly 
in heart, and his declaration was^ Blessed are the poor 
in Spirit, for theirs is the Mngdom of God. *' Humble 
y&wrseives^' and then he will not be obliged to humble 
you* Do you ask how? " Mortify your members that 
are in the earths Bring into captivity every thought 
to the obedience of Christ. Instead of looking with 
complacency and self-satisfaction on your virtues; 
think on your vices — ^balance your vices and your vir- 
tues one against the other ; hold the scales with an 
even hand^ and see which preponderates — for one good 
thing that you do, see both how many more you have 
left undone, and how many more bad things you do. 
It has been well said "that the greatest sinner that 
every one knows, is himself;"* for no one but God, 
and a man's own-self can know the circumstances of 
the sin which besets him, or the remonstrances of his 
conscience which he has disregarded, or the strength, 
or the weakness of the temptation, to which he has 
yielded. No man knows the hearts of others, so well 
as he knows his orxm, and therefore notwithstanding all 

* Law*s Serioiu Call. 
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his virtues, all his prolBciency in religion and reli- 
gious knowledge ; I again repeat that the safest method 
for a Christian to pursue, is humbly to confess himse^ 
to be the greatest sinner he knows. 

This my brethren, will be to use the antidote with- 
out incurring the necessity of the severe application, 
which may otherwise be requisite to correct the inherent 
malady of your hearts. It will be the means of obtain- 
ing for you the assistance of God's Holy Spirit, without 
your undergoing the discipline requisite to prepare you 
for his reception ; for God giveth grace to the humble. 
I would say, to the humble, whether from inclination 
or conviction, or to the humble from divine correction. 

May you my brethren be among the former^ and 
may God enable you so to humble yourselves before 
him now, thai he may exalt you in due time, when the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall he raised, .and 
you shall be called, to enter into the joy of your Lord. 



SERMON XVII. 



THE NECESSITY 
AND RESULT OF AN ACQUAINTANCE WITH GOD. 

Job, Chap. xxii. V. 21. 

Aquaint now thyself with him, and be at peace : thereby good 
shall come unto thee. 

Man is a creature composed of hopes and fears, of 
virtues and vices, which alternately influence his con- 
duct, and by the preponderance of which his character 
is generally determined. These hopes and fears,, these 
virtues and vices, are all directed however to one 
great object, and this object consists in that undisturbed 
enjoyment of his mental and bodily faculties, and 
of the various blessings of providence, by which he may 
be surrounded, which is universally known by the name 
of *' Peace'' To secure this great object, every faculty 
of mind and body is eagerly put into requisition, and 
exerted to the utmost extent ; but experience shews 
him the futility of all his exertions, and the failure of 
all his hopes, whenever they are directed by wrong 
principles, are grounded on a false foundation, when 
he takes counsel bufc not of God, and covers with a 
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covering but not of his Spirit. The blessing of peace 
is only to be obtained by knowing where and from 
whom it is to be obtained^ and on what conditions. 
It is God alone whp can give peo/ce ; and " wherever the 
true knowledge of God is pursued and carefully culti- 
vated, the best sensibilities are awakened^ its virtues 
called forth^ its passions controlled^ its corruption 
effectually counteracted, its fears allayed, it is ^^a^ 
peace!" Wherever this knowledge is despised we in- 
sensibly glide into depravity; the corruption of our 
nature preponderates, and we become disposed to 
commit whatever sins our uncontrolled passions sug- 
gest."* Our whole conduct (by its restlessness and anx- 
iety) bears evidence to the assertion of the prophet 
'^ there is no peace, saith my God to the wicked.** It 
was this conviction that led Eliphaz the Temanite to 
address the advice of the text to the suffering and 
disconsolate Job ; attributing, but falsely, his severe 
afflictions to the sins of his former life, and to his de- 
parture from God. Acquaint now thyself with him, 
and be at peace : thereby good shall come unto thee. 
Receive I pray thee, the law from his mouth, and lay 
f^ his words in thine fieart. If thou return unto the 
Almighty, thou shalt be built up, and thou shaU put 
away iniquity — (by which no doubt he meant the e£fect, 
or the punishment of iniquity) far from thy tabernacles. 
*^ He exhorted Job to get acquainted witli the divine 
perfections, and to seek an experimental knowledge 
of the God of salvation ; whom a sinner may approach 
by faith and prayer ; thus might he have peace with 
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him and hb otm eomcience; and all posnUe good 
ivonld be the confiequence< Erroneoua as mw the snpp 
poffitbn of EHphas mth regard to the caiue of Jpb*s 
sufferings^ his adrice is admirable, and '^ worthy of all 
acceptation,'' since it leads directly to the acquisition 
of that blessing, which it should be the chief object of 
sU your thoughts and care to obtain, that ^' the peace 
of Ood which pasMcth understanding, may keep your 
hearte and minds through Christ Jesus.*' 
And let us then enquire what is meant by an acquaint- 
ance with God ? And when that acquaintance is to 
he made ? by which means we shall be able, I think, 
to see the reasonableness, and the certainty of the 
result to which it will. lead. 

I.^ — We are to enquire what is meant by an acquaint>- 
BDce with God ? An acquaintance with God can only 
mean an abiding and lively conviction of his perfec- 
tions, and attributes, as revealed to us in the Holy 
Scripturea — and such a knowledge of what he requires 
from us-^^^md of die means he has em^doyed iox our 
SaivBtion, as shall influence our conduct, both in a 
reUgioue and social point of view. ^^ This is life eterr 
nal said cNir Saviour, that they might know thee ike 
OfJytrue God; and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sentr 
To live with a knowledge, and under an actuating sense 
of God*8 omniscience and omnipresence— of his oomipo* 
tence and justiee--of his mercy and truth-— of his com- 
pasaion and long-suflfering — and to be truly sensible o^ 
and thankfiil for the Redemption purchased for us by 
the blood of Christ, is iheonly knowledge liy which xre 

N 
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can attain unto eternal life. But canst thou hy uarchr 
ingjind out God ? Canst thou find out the Almighty 
to perfection 9 This is neither possible nor expected 
firom us. But it is both possible and expected from 
us to know, because the Bible plainly tells us, that 
He is about our path, and about our bed, and spieth 
out all our ways ; that there is not a word in our 
tongue but he knoweth it altogether, and that he 
knoweth the very secrets of our hearts long before. 
When a man acts under this conviction, and regulates 
his conduct so that his actions may be pleasing before 
God, as the Apostle speaks, as if they were all per- 
formed in the immediate presence of the Supreme 
Being — when he feels confident that God knows hi 
wants, and will relieve them, that he will '' make i 
his bed in his sickness — and will be ever nearer to him 
than the nearest of his friends, coming with his dear 
Son to make *' Ms abode with him^ he may be said 
to know the Omniscience and Omnipresence of God. 
'' If, when sinners entice," and temptations *' eeisily 
beset him ^ he caUs to mind that for all these thingi 
God will bring him into judgment, and that the end of 
these things is death, for that he mil by no means clear 
the guHly ; and therefore resolutely refuses to do that 
great wickedness and sin against God, he is clearly 
acquainted with the Omnipotence and Justice of God. 
When contemplating his own condition as a lost and 
ruined creature, he is sensible of the extent and ef- 
ficacy of the means of redemption provided for his 
recovery, and learns to place his whole trust and con- 
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fidence in them-^when that trust and confidence re- 
main unshaken^ though assailed by doubts^ difficulties, 
and even death — when he has learned to set his (^ctidn 
on things above and not on things on the earth ; like the 
patriarchs, not having received the promises^ hut having 
teen them afar off and being persuaded of them, andhaty 
ing embraced them cordially and affectionately, with his 
h§art and understanding — then he is acquainted with 
the mercy and truth of God. And when again he reflects 
how often God has spared him when he deserved punish- 
ment, giving him fiirther time for r^ehtance and a- 
mendment of life, and continually calling to him to be 
converted and live for ever — ^when he reflects I say — 
how easily God could have taken away his breath when 
he was swearing, 61f lying, or blaspheming his Holy 
name — how easily he could have called him to appear 
before him, when in a state of drunkepness and impurity, 
or utter carelessness of another world, and of his ovm 
responsibility ; and when this reflection leads him to 
true contrition, repentance, and amendment of life, 
surely it is a proof that he is acquainted with the 
compassion and long-siffering of the Lord. This is 
a knowledge of God which man is capable of acquiring 
—compatible with his limited faculties, agreeable to his 
reason, and absolutely therefore required from him. 
It is the only knowledge of God, or acquaintance vrith 
him, which either reason or revelation teach us to hope 
that we can ever attain unto. The idea of any other 
knowledge of God, as it is too high and excellent for 
us, so would it be unproductive of any practical utility 
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whaterer^^it would only lead, as alas I it lias too oftca 
l^d, to ctithusiasQi, and to a neglect of that soberness 
of thought, both with regard to ourselves and to the 
application of Scripture language, which is as requisite 
as the knowledge of the truth. It may ^' V^'^T^ ^^ 
can neyer '^ edif^ the heart But the acquaintaxHse 
with him which agrees with the description I have given 
you of it, as implying a lively conviction of his perfec- 
tions, displayed by a corresponding conduct, is a sure 
foundation of virtue, of hope, and of consolation* 

And to this ](nowIedge of God, considered a^ the 
Supreme Being, must be added the knowledge of his 
S<m ^' Jesu» Christ whom he has sent/* And what is the 
knowledge of him that is required from us ? The Apo9- 
tiis has comprehended it in this one saying — ''But 4 
him are ye m Christ Jesus, who is made unto as wisdom 
and righteousness, . and sanctification, and redemption^ 
We are to know that the Father whose perfections we 
have been considering, sent him into the World to be 
tibia cause, or source from whence we are to derive these 
blessings. As the fountain of '' wisdom,*" supplying as 
with that knowledge which can alone make us zmse 
mnto Salvation ; revealing his Fathers will to us, thai 
whosoever beUeveth on him should not perish, but Aam 
esoerlasting life, and telling us that if we will hut come 
to him, take his yoke upon us and learn of him ; we 
shall find rest unt(^ our souls — ^Wisdom, which no otiier 
teacher could have imparted to us ! We are to know 
him as our '' Righteousness,** as the author cmdjimsher 
%f that finth, by which we are justified or accounted 



ij^teoUB. As our *' SaniiiffidiaAM,*' &s the Kititiise 6f dut 
rMtoirittioti td It cApabilitf df drawing near Untd God, 
by his Spirit which dwelleth in us> enablikig tid to a^ 
c^jf the Jtesh wiih the affections and Imt^i And tb 
f^y &ursdive9, even m He i^ pure, so that we may 
have &t£t fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting 
Ufe. We are to know hito lastly as our ^^ AedemptionP 
or &s the cause of our deliverance from the power^ and 
punishment of sin, by the price of his oiim blood, hat^ 
log '^ died fot us that whether we wake or sleepy we 
shuld live together with him!' This is the knowledge 
of Jemu Christ which is required from us — un ao^ 
guaintance with him" which if studiously euHivMed and 
sought after, will *'Jill you with joy, and peace in be^ 
/wiVig-."— But, 

IL — When is this acquaintance to be made ? I'he 
text says '^ Acquaint now thyself with him," lose no 
time to do so ; behold now is the accq^ted time^ now is 
the day of Salvation I And surely I need not stop to 
remind you of the great necessity of *' making haste, 
and delaying not to keep the comnumdm^Ms of God. 
It will sufiKce that I recall to your recollection, bow that 
all the miseries which befel the sinfiil nation of the Jews, 
arose from theur not knowing, that is ; not taking ad- 
vantage of the day of their visitation ; and that tite 
Saviour of the world w^pt over their obstinacy and 
blindness. But would he weep, think you, when he sees 
Christians of this enlightened age, and improved means 
of becoming acquainted with God, dii^laying ahtiost 

as much obstinacy and blindness ? I can almost tini^k^ 
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^rbea I cotuuler how many prgndicee the Jem had to 
OT^icome : — how maoy long and foodly cherished hopes 
of a temporal Messiah they had to abandon, hdoK 
they could atonce embrace " the truth at it u in Jena," 
that his tears would for ever obliterate their guilt from 
the record of God's anger against them. I cannot 
read the dying prayer of the Redeemer, — '* Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do" and 
then contemplate the gracious acceptation of it deve- 
l(^>ed in the conversion of so many of them, as recorded 
at the 2nd chapter of Acts, 41st verse f^en, on the 
same day three thousand souls were added unto the 
Church at the preaching of St Peter, without thinking 
their case much more favourable than that of thoie 
Christians, who still continue to refuse to know the dij 
of their visitation — and shut thdr eyes, and harden thai 
hearts against the knowledge of God — and the acquire- 
ment of that peace, which is ofiered to them in the holj 
ordinances of the Christian Church. For them we 
know he wept, and prayed ; but let us ever fear, lest 
upon us he should pour forth " the jiercenets of hit 
wrath, anger, and displeaswe," when he sees so many 
of us negligent of our duty, and even after we have 
once known and partially practised it, putting as it were 
ovr hand to the plough, and looking back. For are 
there not those among us — who once regularly drew 
near to meet their Lord in the Holy ordinances of the 

testify their remembrance of him, and to 
acquaintance with him, but who are norw 

ever to be found there? Oh/ tkat tkey 
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were wise,^ that they understood this" that as St. Peter 
sajB, . ** it were better for them not to have Jcnown the 
way of righteousness, than after they have known it to 
turn from the Holy commandment delivered unto them. 
And why ? Our Lord himself has told us ; that the 
servant which knew his Lord's will and prepared not 
himself, neither did according to his will, shall he beaten 
with many stripes. 

But it is our consolation to be assured^ that whenever 
the servant will prepare himself— whenever the prodigal 
will return he will be received — ^whenever the Christian 
will but act up to the knowledge which he lias an op^ 
portunity of gainings he will be accepted with God, 
and shall be '^ at peace^ for this is the result of an 
acquaintance with him. 

IIL — ^And when you know that in every action, and 
ntoation of your lives God sees you ; when you Juiow 
that his ears are open ^o your prayers, and that his 
arm is not shortened that it cannot save ; what sorrow, 
what pain, what earthly want or affliction, is to prevent 
your being at peace ? When you know that you are 
reconciled to him by the blood of Christ, and that, if you 
truly repent you of your sins, and diligently keep his 
commandments for the remainder of your days, he mU 
not blot out your name from the Book of life, but mil 
not remember your sins ; why should you not ** be at 
peace 9*^ When you know that your Redeemer has 
overcome death and the grave ; and that though, your 
mortal body shall for a time be consigned to the darkness 
of the tomb, you shall be called to come forthi and rise to 



IW IHB MBCBnrrT md bmult 

an itierkamasy ik^dtrup^de, widi^led^ undtkai pofmsth 
not amagy why should you not *^be at pemmf Wlira 
jdu know that Satan with all hb wilas and MratligeinB 
cannot hann you^ as long as you rend him, and lliat 
joii 6an do all things through Christ who Str^ngtkeMth 
pom; why dionld you not ** be atpmtey Whm a 
ooilsdDusness of your manifdid tratisgressions uudces 
you afraid, and when eagerly enquiring *^ mhat nmiH I 
do to be 9€6ixd^ you fix your eye on that consolatory 
declaration of Holy Writ, that Christ was called ^^Jeout 
because he should ** save his people from their sins f 
why should you not ^' be at peace f Neither the world 
with all its anxieties and disappointments^--nor the 
grave with all ib darkness and terrors-^nor Satan witii 
all his deceits and stratagems — nor rfn with ite bitter 
and piercing stulg-^can rob the heart of peace, in 
this knowledge of God, and Je8U9 Chrirt wiioia 
he has sent, is the deeply rooted and actuating piinci^ 
It reposes with tconfidence on the promises of God* It 
Hoves him from the conyiction of the priority of ids love 
towards itself. And it holds with him that comBnnnon 
by lAealbs of his appelated ordinances, which conveys 
to it ^' £^ light (tf the k$umledge of the glory tjf Ood 
iH the face ijf Jems Christ 

Whem kneeling at the Holy table in remembraoee 
of him ; '' it may indeed yield great joy *' and c6i»- 
^ sohtion to us, to contemplate our Lord upon the 
^ Cross exercising his boundless diarity towwds os ; 
^ tramsacting aB the work of our redemption ; &feafe- 
'^ 11^ all the enfemies, »tid OferMmiag aU the otetadoi 
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'^ of our salvation. Is it not sweet aaid satisfiustory to 

^ Tiew our great High Priest on that high altar o&rin g 

'^ up his own pure flesh ; and pouring out his precious 

** hlood, as a umrersal complete satis&ction propitiatory, 

'' for the sins of mankind ? Is it not pleasant to con- 

'^ template our Lord standing erect not only as a reso- 

'^ lute sufferer, hut as a noble conqueror, when having 

spoiled principatities and powers he mdde a solemn shetd 

triumphing over them F"* But where I ask again 

can the Christian enjoy this glorious scene so clearly, 

as when hb eye of faith sees it portrayed in the sacred 

elements at the Lord*s table ? Where can we find the 

peace that passeth undentandir^, but in icnomng in 

whom we have believed, and testifying that knowledge 

by the reqmred obedience of thus shewing forth the 

Und's death till he c6me ? Oh ! may you be induced 

e?er thus to shew it forth, and may he grant y^tu ao* 

iiording to the riches (^ Us glory to he etrengthened 

zrith fMght in the inner man, that Cktiit may dwell m 

your hearts by faith ; that ye being rooted, and grounded 

in lose may be able tp comprehend with all Saints what 

is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height i 

and to knmo the love of God which passeth Jcnowle^, 

that ye may befitted with aU the fulness o/* God. 

• BiLRKOW. 
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PIETSr THE TRUEST PATRIOTISM. 

6bnx8I8, Chap, xyiii. V. 32. 
And he aaid, I will not destroy it for ten's sake. 

When the cry of Sodom and Oomorrha had become 
great, and thdr sin very grievous, so that God had 
determined to go down, and see whether they had done 
altogether according to the cry of it which had come unto 
him, and if not to know, Vfe find the pious and bene- 
volent Abraham taking upon himself humbly, but most 
earnestly, to intercede for their unhappy inhabitants, 
and appealing to the mercy of God, in favour of all 
the city, provided he should find a certain . number 
of righteom persons among them. Specifying at 
first the number of fifty, he gradually and with great 
ingenuity, reduces it till he has brought it down to so 
low a number as ten, in hopes, probably, to include 
his nephew Lot, who with his family were then sojour- 
ners in Sodom. For the sake of even this small num- 
ber God graciously declares to Abraham, '^ / will not 
destroy it for ten's sake." If I find amidst so large a 
body of men, even so few as ten righteous persons ; 
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that is^ ten persons who keep my kws, and do not join 
in the wicked customs and practices of those by whom 
they are surrounded ; wicked as their country is^ and 
justly as it deserves punishment, I will spare all the 
jplMeJ(yr their sokes. " And the Lord went his way as 
soon as he had left communing with Abraham, and 
Abraham returned to his place/* satisfied no doubt 
with the success of his intercession, and fully convinced 
that ten righeteous men, would be found to save their 
country fi-om destruction. 

What then may we suppose his feelings to have been^ 
when he gat up early in the morning to the place where 
he stood before the Lord and looked towards Sodom and 
Gomorrha, and towards aU the land of the plain ; and 
lo ! the smoke of the country went up as the smoke of a 
furnace ! What a mournful evidence did he behold of 
the universal depravity of those cities, in the dark 
volumes of smoke rising up to heaven, as it were to 
witness against them ! not even ten rigkteom persons 
to be found for whose sake th^ Lord might spare the 
city! But bitter as his grief might be at their destruc- 
tion ; as he had seen the willingness of God to spare 
them, could he but find ten righteous persons there, he 
could not but own the justice of. their punishment, and 
discover in it the reason given by St. Peter, who says 
that God condemned those cities with an overthrow, 
making them an ensdmple unto those that after should 
live ungodly. And certainly a more awful ensample 
coidd not have been given, for '^ the L(yrd rained upon 
JBodom and Gomorrha, brimstone and fire from the 
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tAxri wtofhMom; and hg werUirew tha$e cities, and 
all the plain and all the inhabitanU of the dtiei, and 
that which grew upon the ground."* Not only were tlie 
four cities of Sodom and Gomonrha^ Admah^ and 
Zeboim^ as they are called by Moses,* utterly con- 
sumed ; but the whole plain, (once so fruitful that Lot 
went in consequence to dwell there, when he separated 
from Abraham) became, and to this day continues a 
salt eea, or as it is otherwise called, the dead »ea; 
a standing memorial of the truth of the Old Testa- 
ment ; and a ccmrincing proof that national wicked- 
ness, and contempt of God*s laws, are sure to bring 
down His wrath and fiery indignation upon any 
kingdom* With a punishment similar to this, Moses 
threatens the Israelites, in the chapter of Deuteronomy 
which I hayo- already menti(med, and tells them, that 
when posterity shall enquire wherefore hath the Lord 
done thus unto this land 9 what meaneth the heat of tlas 
great anger t Then men shall say, because they haoe 
forsaken the covenant of the Lord God of their fathers, 
which he made with them when he brought them forth 
out of the land of Egypt. And he concludes with this 
memorable observation. '' The secret things belong 
unto the Lord our God : but those things which are 
revealed belong unto us and to our children for ever, 
that we may do all the words of this law/* As if he 
had said, it is useless, it is impious for us to enquire 
into the reasons of God, for inflicting so extraordinary 
and tremendous a punishment, — ^it is our duty to take 
warning by it ; and to impress upon the minds of our 

^ Deul tf . 
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diildreB^ tbat if they irilfullj violate the lawa of Godi 
they will fall into a similar condemnation. The Apo»: 
ties St. Peter, and St. Jude, hoth confirm this declara- 
tion of Moses, and refer to the signal destruction of 
Sodom, and Gomorrha, when warning their converts 
against the imitation of that universal depravity, which, 
brought down fire from heaven upon them. 

But all universal depravity is produced by indimhud 

wickedness. Every man adds something either to the 

virtues or vices of his country ; and increases or dimin* 

ishes the reputation of its character. The character of 

a nation depends, not upon any particular class of 

society, but upon all the classes collectively ; and as 

each class can only be called virtuous or vicious, as 

the various individuals of whom it is composed are soj 

it is very clear that every individual, in that particular 

Sphere of life in wluch it has pleased Almighty 

'' God to place him, has it in his power to contribute 

to the happiness or misery of his country, either to 

call down upon it the vengeance of God, or to induce 

him in the plenitude of his mercy to spare it for their 

i sakes ; and of this the words of my text are a proof* 

If the righteous conduct often men could have operated 

with God, so as to induce him to spare the city ; of 

f course their wicked conduct, must have increased his 

\ deteriiiination to destroy it. No particular class of 

t men you see is specified — God does not say if I find 

i tea righteous men amongst the nobles or great men of 

|{ the city — or ten men amongst the priests or ministers 

$ of religion — but if they had been found in any elaa$ 
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of men, even the very lowest, they would have saved 
their city. 

But perhaps they all argued in some such manner as 
this. Every man perhaps thought it can signiiy but 
little what / do — Mt/ conduct can have no influence 
upon the public manners or morals — ^All my neigh- 
bours do what seems good in their own eyes, and enjoy 
themselves — / may as well do the same ; I shall only 
add one more to the number, and that can make no 
great difference — so insignificant a person as I am 
cannot be supposed materially to influence the public 
conduct, so as either to improve it, or still more to 
pollute it. Thus for the sake of indulging in their fa- 
vourite vices, acknowledging an insignificancy, which 
in every other case they would repel with scorn. Sup- 
posing them, I say, to have argued in this manner (and 
we may be fairly allowed to suppose it, from seeing 
what men do now) we see at once to what the univer- 
sal depravity that prevailed among them, may be 
attributed. And indeed it is to this way of arguing, 
that I think much of the general depravity and want 
of religious principle, that is to be discovered not only 
in large and populous cities, like **the cities of the 
plain,"* but even in less populous, and therefore one 
might expect, less vicious places, — is owing. 

For while we are obliged to confess that there is 
a very general degree of wickedness amongst us ; while 
we own with sorrow, that drunkenness, fornication, 
adultery, theft, and even murder, are circumstances 
of daily occurrence amongst us ; and then wonder what 
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can be the ca\ise— why , with all the knowledge that 
now enlightens the country ; with all the numeroas^ 
and easily acquired means of improvement^ that dis- 
tinguish the present age ; there still is so much vice 
among us ; we overlook one very plain^ and self-evident 
causCj — ^the utter forgetfidness on the part of indivi- 
duals^ of the general and important influence produced 
by their own conduct on society at large — the utter 
forgetfiilness, that the general character of the class to 
which he belongs^ is concerned in the private character 
and conduct of every individual who belongs to it. 
And admitting^ (as I am well aware I may be 
reminded, and referred to that as the true cause,) 
admitting that since the fall of Adam we inherit from 
him, through our immediate parents, a depraved and 
vicious nature ; and that we can inherit no other ; yet 
if every parent, from Adam down to the present time 
had made due application of every portion of grace of- 
fered to him, for the very purpose of enabling him to 
purify his nature, I cannot but think that we should 
have much less reason to lament the existence, or to 
wonder at the cause of the universal and malignant de- 
pravity that now prevails amongst us. May not its 
present universality and malignancy be greatly attributp- 
ed to the additional pollution our nature has acquired, 
as it has flowed through so many channels . from our 
first parent to ourselves, borrowing something from 
each individual, and thus becoming blacker and blacker 
as the stream of time has rolled along, and the genera- 
tion of men have flourished and decayed? We have 



msiy, I eoQceiTe, ta lode aroimd m fiar tlM^prooC wAui 
almost erery fomily we thall find it Ifl a man a parent? 
how many are influenced by his conduct and example ; 
borrow their ideas from his, and take his character as 
their model I Is he a master, or is he placed in a hiigh 
and exalted situation? the case is the satae. Ajo4 
when children, dependants, or friends pee ihofit whom 
they lore and respect, leading a life contrary to the law 
of God, the effect can, generally spealdng, be nothing 
ebe than the extension of a similar conduct, aiid the 
acquirement of that general character which was givoei 
to the Men of Sodom, that they were " wicked and 
sinners before the Lord exceedingly.*" Nay, they wiH 
be more wicked, and sinna*s before the Liord mare 
exceedingly, because they sin against more light and 
knowledge and greater opportunities of improvement; 
You need hardly to be reminded what was the reason 
of our Lard's address to Capernaum, when he foretold 
her fall, '' for if the mighty works which have been 
done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would bare 
remained unto this day." And let us be assured 
that if he said '' It shall be more tolerable for the 
land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for thee,' 
the same, or a severer fate than that of Capernaum 
awaits those Christian countries, which, blessed with 
the fill! blaze of the glorious light of the gospel of 
Christ, exhibit by their universal depravity, and con- 
tea^t of religion, a conduct not very far removed firom 
^bai of the cities of the plain. And can any one deny 
ifaait traees pf such depravity do exist among ouraeli«i^ 
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to a very alarming degree ? What is the utter negli- 
gence of all religious duties displayed by so many — by 
those^ who, dwelling as it were under the shadow of 
the Lord's temple, never cross its sacred threshold? 
What is the licentious conduct every where observable, 
and which shews itself in drunkenness, and I know not 
what odious sins ? Whosoever seriously contemplates 
the present state of this nation, and sees how much 
more extravagant every class of society has become in 
their style of living, dress, and even amusements, must 
confess that luxury and indulgence are carried to a higher 
pitch than was ever known. Men allow themselves the 
uncontrolled gratifications of their desires, without 
hesitating as to the means by which that gratification 
is gained. Ev6ry class of society encroaches upon that 
above it; and the natural consequence is discontent, 
irreligion, and violence. Whosoever seriously considers 
that this is no ideal picture, or exaggerated representa- 
tion of the present state of society, arid reflects to what 
it may lead, can hardly help applying to it the language 
of Jeremiah — " Shall I not visit for these things soith 
the Lord, shall not my soul he avenged ort such a nation 
as this 9*' And how can the vengeance be averted? 
Where must we look for consolation, when having im- 
itated too closely the example of the cities of the plain, 
we would avoid a similar destruction, when our ''can- 
dlestick shall be removed out of its placed and our 
*' house left unto us desolate 9 " We may find the an^ 
swer, I think, in God's gracious, declaration in the 
text, '' / will not destroy it for teris sake'* If I find 
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even so few, who are real aincere servants of God, I 
will, in mercy, spare the place for their sake. 

I must ever cherish the conviction that the great happi- 
ness and prosperity, which this nation has hitherto en- 
joyed, is to be attributed to the mercy of God, bestowed 
upon us for the sake of those who have kept his com^ 
mandments and observed his laws; and I confess with a 
pious writer of the present day, '' that my only solid 
hopes for the well being of my country, depend, not so 
much on her fleets and armies, not so much on the wis^ 
dom of her rulers, or the spirit of her people, as on the 
persuasion that she still contains many who love and 
obey the gospel of Christ, that their intercession may 
yet prevail — ^that for the sake of these. Heaven may 
yet look upon us with a favourable eye."* '* Thai he be 
far from thee to do after this manner to slay the righte* 
Otis with the wicked, and that the righteom should be as 
the wicked tJiat be far from thee ; shall not the judge 
of all the earth do right ?" was the appeal of Abraham 
to the mercy of God, when interceding for Sodom and 
Gomorrha ; and you will recollect that in the parable 
of the tares, when the servants enquired whether they 
should " go and gather up the tares^ the reply of the 
householder was, '^ Nay, lest whilst ye gather up the 
tares, ye root up also the wheat with themJ* Here you 
see God is represented as willing to spare the wicked 
from immediate destruction, in mercy to the righteous ; 
^ — exactly on the same principle that he would have 
spared Sodom and Gomorrha, had he been able to find 
but ten righteous men within their walls. And as " with 

* Wilberforce's Practical View of Christianity. 
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Ood there is no varlablenesB, nor shadow of turning!* we 
may confidently rest our hopes on his dealing with us in 
perfect equity and truths and on his sparing us if be 
find tc9i righteous men among us^ Strive then^ my 
brethren, to be yourselves of that number. And &fetk 
if yoQ think that this gracious declaration of his willing- 
nesa to spare the city for the sake of so few, must be 
ascribed to the mediation and intercession of Abraham 
Ins friend; — ^reflect, — ^has the Christian no Iiitercessor ? 
When like Daniel, he confesses his sin, and the sin (f his 
people, and presents his suppUeation before the Lord 
Ais^ God, — ^when like Abraham, he commands his ckil- 
dren akd his household after him, and they shall keep 
the way of the Lord and do justice, and judgment — and 
thus^ employs his own personal influence in promoting 
the universal improvement of his coimtry — ^has he na 
one to support his prayers, to aid his endeavours? 
Happy as the men of Sodom and Gomorrha may be- 
considered, in having sq zealous a friend to intercede 
for them as Abraham ; (though they were j^rhaps igno*- 
rant of his good offices in their behalf) how m^ich hap- 
pier is the Christian in having the intercession of Jesus^ 
at the right hand of God ; who, he knows, ever liveth 
to plead for the acceptance of his prayers, and for the 
advancement of all his good designs, and who/ even* 
if the number of the righteous be diminished from fifty 
to ten, vrill stUl not refiise to pliead for them, and to* 
whom alone he looks with confidence to obtain for them 
the gracious assurance *' / will not destroy it for ten's 
sake!" Thus I think we may learn to draw firom this 

portion of Scripture these three inferences, — 

o2 
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I.-^That the universal depravity that exists amongst 
us^ is to he attrihuted only to the want of individiial 
righteousness. 

II. — That it is the duty of every man, as a true 
lover of his country, to he careful in so ordering his 
own conduct, that he may contribute, by his own in- 
fluence and example, to improve the manners and 
morals of society at large ; and thereby to bring down 
a blessing upon it, and not a curse. — 

III. — That he ought to be encouraged to do so, from 
his knowledge of the gracious assistance of his Redeemer 
and Intercessor, which has been promised to him, and 
which he is assured, is continually exerted in his behalf. 

tf we are seriously convinced of the present existence 
of vice and irreligion amongst us — if we are convinced 
that they lead naturally to national, as well as to indi- 
vidual destruction — ^if we are really lovers of our 
country, and would wish to benefit it, let us constantly 
bear in mind, that the only way to avoid universal de- 
pravity, is to practice individual holiness of life ; that 
is, for every man to take heed unto his own ways, and 
to command his children and his household after him to 
keep the way of the Lord. Thus, dwelling under the 
defence of the Most High, and abiding under the shadow 
of the Almighty, we shall find that the eye of the Lord 
is upon them that fear him, and upon them thai put 
their trust in his mercy, we shall learn from happy ex- 
perience, that it is good for to hold us fast by God, 
and to put our trust in the Lord, and that true Patriot- 
ism is no where to be found, but in the practice of true 
and genuine Piety. 






SERMON XIX 



THE CHRISTUN's WISDOM AND SIMPLICITY. 



Romans, Chap. xvi. V. 19. 

For vour obedience is come forth unto all men. I am glad there- 
fore on yolir behalf; but yet I would have you wise unto that which 
18 good, and simple concerning evil. * ' 

How truly enviable are the feelings with which the 
Apostle addressed these words to his converts at Rome, 
and how much earnestness, affection, and consideration, 
do they display ! Immediately before the text he had 
warned them *'to mark them which cause divisions and 
<fffences contrary to the doctrine they had learned; and 
avoid them;** and then he bears testimony to the 
obedience, with which they had received his instruction, 
and which was' well known by all the professors of 
the gospel. He expresses the satisfaction he derived 
from that circumstance, which might appear to have 
rendered his caution to them . on this point unne- 
cessary ; but yet, he was so anxious about them, . that 
he had not scrupled to give it, as it was the object 
nearest to his heart that they should '' he zmse unto that 
which was good, and simple concerning evil*** That as 

o 3 



200 THE christian's wisdom and SlMPtlCITT. 

•they had shewn so much discernment in choosing the 
profession of the gospel, so he wished them to display 
an equal degree of discernment and prudence, in the 
practice of the duties it enjoined — ^by doing every thing 
that was good, and by keeping themselves unpolluted 
with evil.* From the text therefore, we derive the 
strongest evidence of the manner in which the Gospel 
was received at Rome, the great seat of heathen idol- 
atry — ^we learn the feelings of St. Paul at the success 
of his ministry — and we see too the kindness with 
which he treated his converts, being unwilling to dis- 
tress them by any unnecessary reproofe, but stUl equaUy 
unwilling, from any motives of false delicacy, to refrain 
from impressing on their minds those subjects, which 
were most essential to their eternal wel&re. As if he 
had said, I urge this. QOQsideration upcm you^ not be- 
cause I doubt you, afW the {Nroof you have given me 
of yo^r obedience, but because my most earnest wish is 
to have you pure and practical professors of the religion 
you have now chosen. Nor could the good Apostle 
haye Qouc^uded his admirable, and coni^ehensive ei^tle 
with a mctue appropriate wish ; and if hb converts dad 
but attei)d to the rules contained in it, hia wishes could 
noti ^ to be realized. And we may say the same of 
the present ministers of God. We are not, it is tme^ 
guided as Paul was, by the irnmediate ittsjnration of the 
Holy Spirit ; nor can we claim to be so without im^ 
piety* $iut we tell to you what the Holy Spirit taught 
him — we do not ^^ teach for doctrmes the commandmmts 
{^ men ;" and therefore, when we repeat oar warmnga to 

* Mc. Knight 
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yoil^ when we pt^es the Bdm^ thiiigs bver and dver again 
upon your notice, you may he certain that w6 are only 
animated by the »rdent wi^ of the Apostle — ^we "tvould 
hobe ym wise unto that ttkick is good, and simple^ 
or a$ the original word implies, pure, concerning eviL^ 
And did our hearers but give heed unto the things 
that are spoken unto them, when asked what is our 
hop6, or joy, or crown of rejoicing. We might reply 
by the question of St. Paul, Are not even yie in the 
presence of our Lord Jesm Christ at his coming 9 Is 
it not the hope, and will it not be the joy of every fBtithfiil 
minister of Christ, to be abk to present before hti 
judgment seat those committed to his care, as '^tbise 
unto that which is good, and simple concerning evil f 
But mark my brethren, I beseech you, that though 
we may have this hope — ^though we may declare unto 
you the whole counsel of God — ^though we may warn 
you to avoid false doctrines, and sinful courses — ^yet the 
acquisition of this wisdom, and the cultivation of this 
purity must depend upon yourselves. Son of man, said 
God to the prophet Ezekiel,* / have made thee a watch- 
man unto the home of Israel, therefore hear the word at 
my mouth, and give them warning from mc. When I say 
unto the ZDtcked, thoy, shalt surely die ; and thottgivest 
him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked frdm 
his ZDtcked way, to save his life ; the same wicked man 
shall die in his iniquity, bat his blood will I require at 
thy hand* Yet if thou warn the tvicked, and he turn 
not from his wickedness, nor from his xmcked way, he 
shall die in his iniquity ; hut thou hast delivered thy soul. 

♦ 3; 17—19. 
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From this charge at leasts shall the minister of God be 
bee, if he faithfully warns his hearers of their sins^ and 
0^ts before them the things which belong unto their 
peace. You must see from this passage that^ as I have 
before said, the acquisition of wisdom and the cultivatum 
of purity must depend upon yourselves. We preach, in- 
deed, for your edification ; and you come here, (if at 
least you come with proper feelings,) to be edified, or 
built up on your most holy faith; which is the meaning^ 
of the word edified. But what signifies it to come 
and listen to our exhortations, and yet to go away and 
never practise what you hear ? Nothing is more c(xn- 
mon in the present day, than for people to say, that 
they have been at church, and have heard a very edifying 
discourse — ^that it shewed how much in earnest the 
preacher was in his wishes to do good ; and so perhaps 
it may have done. But then, let me enquire, have 
THEY been edified by it— has it confirmed their faith, or 
strengthened their resolutions of walking more steadily 
in God*s laws, or taught them how to approach unto him 
in an acceptable manner — or led them to reflect on 
their own failings? Doubtless the discourse was in- 
tended to have produced some of these effects ; and 
would, under the blessing of God, have been ediiying 
to them. But what is the case with perhaps numbers 
who have heard, and praised it? The proud, the 
sensual, the censorious have heard it; the drunkard, 
the adulterer, the thief have perhaps praised it. But has 
the seed sown sprung up in their hearts ? is their par- 
ticular vice corrected ? have they in consequence become 



THE CHRISTUN's WISDOM AND SIMPLICITY. 203 

iK)ber^ chaste^ or charitable ? have they taken wamiiig^ 
Alas no. Then what good have they derived from it, 
or how are they at all edified ? . This is a subjeet, my 
brethren^ of no trivial importance for you to consider ; 
because if you do not try to practice what is told you 
every Sabbath-day, you will never be wise unto that 
which is good. If an angel from heaven were to preach 
to you, and you did not give ^'earnest heed"* to follow his 
directions, they would avail you nothing. All wisdom 
is to be gained by application, care, and attention to 
instruction; and wisdom '^unto that which is good !* 
perhaps more so than any other kind; because it is 
both difficult to be acquired, and unless continually kept 
in mind is easily forgotten. You will not, I am sure, 
understand me to mean, that it is difficult to know what 
you must do to be saved. The mere knowledge of wis- 
dom unto salvation is soon gained ; for as Moses said 
to the Israelites, '' Lo ! the word is very nigh unto thee, 
in thy mouth and in thy heart, that thou may est do it ;•' 
and St. Paul, quoting this very passage to the Romans,* 
explains what this word is, *' The word of faith which 
we preach — that if, thou shalt confess mth thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised Mm from the dead, thou shalt be saved!* 
This I say, it is very easy to know ; and if the wisdom 
which he wished for the Romans had terminated in the 
simple knowledge of this great truth, there would have 
been no need of his using the language of the text ; for 
they were already evidently acquainted with it. But 
the great point to which his observations tended, was 

• X, 8. 
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« 

to teach them to be hffiueneed by that faiih, and to 
allow the doctrine of the resurrection to excite them to 
die unto Hn, and to rise again unto righteoutmiSk But 
it may be said, St. Paul does not say one word about 
practice — ^he * speaks only of ^' faith." He certainly 
does ; because, I conceive that he considered fiiith to 
include practice — ^to include both the principles, and the 
eflfects which were necessary to salvation. The prino- 
ples in which faith is founded, are that integrity — ^that 
candour — ^that sincerity of mind — ^that love of goodness 
— ^that reverent sense of God's perfections — ^which are 
the sources of all virtues. The eflfects it produces, are 
that confidence — ^that resignation — ^that humility — that 
charity-whkh are christian yirtues ; and spring neces^ 
sarily from a true feith ; and hence we may understand 
why salvation is promised in scripture to faith, without 
the express stipulation of any addition, not as super- 
seding, but as including every condition of salvati(m 
which could possibly be insisted upon, both of principle 
and effect.* The wisdom, therefore, which he wished 
for them, was a practical belief in the doctrines whidi 
he taught. The zinsdom, in short, which St. James 
calls '^ the^tmsdom which is from above, first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocri- 
sy ^ In this point of view, he would have them wise ; 
but with regard to evil he would have them ^* simple or 
pure ; acquainted neither with the practices, nor doc- 
trines of evil men ; and nothing could have been more 
affectionate than this part of his wish. He knew so 

* See Bp. Horseley's Sermons. 
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veil the bitter consequences of sin — ^he knew so trdQ 
the fatal effects of divisiom and offences contrary to the 
doctrine they had learned fronv him in that ejnstle^ that 
he wished them to be wholly ignorant of them ; in fiict 
to know nothing about them. The best^ and indeed the 
only way to devoid what is wrongs is to avoid those 
ritoations, and that society which is likely to make us 
acquainted with it — ^for such is^ the nature of man^ that 
the very knowledge of what is wrong, even before he 
ever thinks of practisdng it, is destructive of the sim^ 
plicity, and purity of his mind, and actions* There are 
many things, you must be well aware, which we leani 
only frixn seeing others do them ; acquaintance begets 
imitation, and imitation begets habit, so that purity is 
only to be found in being, according to the wish 
of the Apostle, ^ simple concerning evil!' This was the 
ground on which the determination of David was {oxm^ 
ded, ^* not to know a wicked person^ that is, not to have 
any great degree of intimacy, or any friendship with 
a wicked man. We cannot, in the present state of the 
world, attempt to interpret hisf language in its literd 
sense, but it may very well be adopted as a rule of action 
in the wider sense I have given to it ; and if you would 
be simple concerning evil^ it must be adopted. ^' A 
violent man,** says Solomon, '^entketh his neighbour, 
and leadeih him into the way that is not right ; and un- 
der tliiB term '^ violent^ every vicious man is inchi^ed ; 
for does not the drunkard, the adulterer, and the thi^ 
do this ? Will you not own, that you must attribute 
much of your past misconduct to the acqwuntanee 
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you have fonned with vicious characters? What is 
it, to which so many of these unhappy victims of their 
own vices, whose lives become forfeit to the law, 
ascribe their ruin; but to this very cause ? St. Paul, 
therefore, could not entertain a more affectionate wish 
towards his flock, than that they should be '' simple can- 
ceming evil;"* that they should be wholly unacquainted 
with it, and thereby pure from its pollution, and free 
from its danger; And what wish then can I entertiun 
more conducive to your welfare, than the same, that 
you may have boldness in the clay of judgment, that 
your deeds may be made manifest that they are wrought 
in God, and that, being ** sincere and without offence^ 
you may, through the merits and mediation of your Re- 
deemer, be ranked among the number of the wise who 
shall shine as the brightness of the Firmament, and 
of the pare in heart who sh^U see God. 

With this wish therefore, let me address myself more 
particularly to every individual now before me. Let me 
point out both to the old and young, how this great 
object of all our hopes and wishes is to be gained. And 
give me, I entreat you, your serious attention, whilst I 
address myself to the older portion of my hearers. 
Perhaps it has been your misfortune to have sinned 
grievously against the Lord— perhaps you have /^r- 
gotten the guide of your youth, and have contracted 
bad and fatal habits. In this case, your wisdom unto 
that which is good can only be, to be deeply and un- 
feignedly sorry for your sins, and thankful to the God 
bi all mercy that he has yet spared you, and given you 
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an opportunity for repentance and amendment of life. 
Aged though you may be, it is never too late tp turn, 
if you will but turn at all. After a long and resolute 
course of sin — ^persisted in contrary to your better judg- 
ment, in spite of warnings and exhortations— with worn 
out faculties, and confirmed vicious habits, I know not 
that I should be warranted in saying that there was na^ 
cause for fear, for, says the prophet Malachi, if ye offer 
the blind for sacrifice it is not evil, and if ye offer the 
lame it is not evil. Can it be supposed that the last 
hours of life can be sufficient for a work which requires 
your whole life ? We dare not say peace where there 
may be no peace ; nor can we presume to tell the aged 
sinner, that upon his repentance he has nothing to fear. 
But though we dare not do this, we are warranted in 
holding out to him th^ consolatory reflection, that his 
salvation does not depend upon aily sacrifice which he 
can ofier ; that it depends solely on the great sacrifice 
of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. I 
can bid you therefore, without presumption, contem- 
plate the mercy of God, in providing such a sacrifice 
for you — I can bid you hear His declaration, who died 
to expiate your sins. — Whosoever liveth and believeth in 
me shall never die. Come unto me all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden. If any man sin, says one of his 
Apostles, we have an advocate with the Fat/ier. Surely 
these words are plain enough to shew, that no age, no 
sex, or rank is excluded from all the benefits of his 
sacrifice. Surely they are universal enough to kindle' 
the fire of pure unwavering faith in the heart of hinl. 
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whose lamp of life is all but gone out ; and to raise his 
eye, though ahready darkened by the shadow of death, 
to the emblem of his salvation, the cross of his Redeem- 
er. Surely it may stunulate his exertions to employ 
whatever remains to him of life, in acts of sorrow and 
repentance ; and in offering the sacrifice which God 
never will despise — ^the sacrifice of a broken and a can- 
trite heart. Thus, / would have you wise unto that 
which is good. 

To the younger portion of my hearers, my exhortap 
tion must be somewhat varied, though in substance it 
must be the same. But it must go further, and extend 
to the second clause of the Apostle's wish. For while 
they must endeavour to attain unto wisdom, they must 
cultivate, as I have shewn, simplicity or purity &om 
evil. This the aged can hardly be said to do ; their 
eyes have been opened, and having tasted of the for« 
bidden fruit, they may be said to know good and evil; 
but with the young it is different. If they are yet simple 
concerning evil, they must continue so. But my young^ 
friends, I warn you to remember, that it will require 
much care and watchfulness — ^much prayer and svtppli- 
cation — ^much discretion in the choice of your society 
— and more, with regard to your particular firiend- 
ships. Make no friendship tenth an angry man, Ofnd 
with a furious man shalt thou not go, lest thou learn his 
ways, and get a snare to thy soul. You see the ground 
of Solomon's jHrohibition is what I have already pointed 
out, the danger of learning his ways. And if you 
choose your friends from among the worldly, and the 
wicked, and become attached to their pursuits, hear 
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what St. James says will be the consequence-^'^ Ye 

adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that thefriend- 

ship oj the world is enmity with Ood ? whosoever there^ 

fore will he a friend of the world is the enemy of God J* 

This is surely a very strong warning to be circumspect 

both in your conduct, and in your choice of your friends. 

There is an old saying which you will perhaps recollect, 

''tell me who your friends are, and I will tell you what you 

are.'' Men generally judge of others from the company 

they ^eep ; and therefore, as I would have you simple 

concernif^ evil, let me urge you to remember this. I 

well know the difficulty of acting as I advise you. I 

know that those against Whom I now guard you, are 

men often endowed with rare talents ; and are most 

generally the pleasantest of all companions ; but here lies 

their danger; They possess the art of clothing vice in 

the naost alluring garb : as the serpent beguiled Eve ' 

thrcmgh his stibtkty ; representing that to be the source 

of every pleasure and advantage, which she found to 

her sorrow terminate^ only in death. Had she never 

list€$aed prQbably she had never fallen. But where ia 

the.great difference between the conduct of the Serpent^ 

£^nd that of those men who by " good words and fair 

speeches deceive the hearts of the simple 9^ There is no 

di£fereixce; they are his instruments, and if you are 

induced to listen for one moment to their representation 

of sin and its consequences, you may rely upon it, your 

danger is as great, and your ruin as certain as Eve's, 

when she was tempted by, and listened to Satan himself. 

This then is the reason of my pressing these consider- 
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ations upon you — ^you see, I trust, why " / would have 
you wise unto that which is good, and simple concern- 
ing evil,** because your eternal happiness is concerned 
in it. I can truly say, that my heart's desire and prayer 
for you all is — as St. Paul's was for the Romans — ^that 
you may be saved; that you may be brought to 
think seriously on these things, and that you may 
take heed to the warnings which are given yoiu 
If you will not take warning, you shall die in your 
iniquities, (this is God's word my brethren, and 
not mine). If neither the goodness of God can draw 
you, nor the terrors of the Lord persuade you to be 
wise unto that which is good, and simple concermng 
evil, you can expect to hear nothing at the day of judg- 
ment but the declaration of the bridegroom to the fool- 
ish virgins, " / know you notr Then it will be too late 
to think of amendment or obedience ! The door of 
mercy will then be shut, and you can never be admitted. 
Now however, it is open to you, if you will but endea- 
vour to enter at it. Receive then, I entreat you, xtAth 
meekness, the engrafted word, which is able to save your 
souls ; pray to God to write all his commandments in 
your hearts, fully resolving to lead a new life, and by 
the aid and blessing of the Holy Spirit, henceforth to 
be wise unlo that which is good, and simple concerning 
evil — which, that every one of you may be, may God 
of his infinite mercy grant, through the merits and 
mediation of Jesus Christ, our most blessed Advocate 
and Redeemer. 
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SERMON XX- 



THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST, 



Acts, Chap. i. V. 11. 



Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven ? this 
same Jesns, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come 
in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven. 

It would not have been difficulty we may conceive, for 
the men of Galilee to have returned an immediate and 
satisfactory reply to the question of the text, which 
was proposed to them by two angels, as they followed 
with wondering eyes and overwhelmed hearts the ascent 
of their Lord and Master into heaven. It would not 
have been difficult for them to have assigned as the 
reason of their conduct, the occurrence of the most 
wonderful event that had ever fallen under their notice, 
— ^an event, pregnant at once with grief and joy ; for 
while it was the strongest proof to them that they were 
now to lose his society on earth, it was at the same 
time an earnest to them of the performance of hi^ 
newly made promise of sending the '* Comforter^' to 
than, and it was the clearest confirmation of the truth 
of all his words, and of the divinity of his origin. We 

p 
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can well account therefore for the intensity of their 
gaze, and may form some idea of the powerful feel- 
ings that agitated their breasts ; wonder, regret, and 
exultation, combined, as it would appear, so far to over- 
power them that, judging from the address of the text, 
they were standing in a state almost of ecstasy ; their 
whole soul was fixed upon their Master, and any other 
circumstance, however wonderful in itself, must fail to 
interest them. They do not indeed exclaim, like Elisha 
when he beheld the ascent of Elijah into heaven — 
*^ My father y my father, tfie chariot of Israel and the 
horsemen thereof/** but as it was to be a sign to him 
that, if he saw his master taken up, his request that 
a double portion of his spirit might rest upon him, 
was granted ; so their beholding the ascent of their 
Master, was an equal proof to them, that he would 
make good to them his promises, and hear their re- 
quests. In this state of mind, they required some 
strong stimulus to recall them to themselves, and to 
the consideration of an event of equal importance with 
his ascension. And nothing could be so strong as the 
assurance of their Lord's future return from heaven-^ 
and to this the angels direct their attention ; this same 
Jesus, said they, which is taken up from you into hea- 
ven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him 
go into heaven, — no longer then give way to the in- 
dulgence of mere astonishment, or groundless regret ; 
look forward to his coming again, as he himself has 
told you — let this hope and this expectation animate 
you to pursue such a line of conduct as will enable you 
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to meet your Lord with joy at his coming. Roused 
by this strong admonition they returned to Jerusalem^ 
and continued in pray er and supplication with the women, 
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren. 
And how^ fervent must have been their prayers, how 
earnest their suppUcations, since having now seen him 
go into heaven, they knew where he was, and longing 
to be with him, they must have besought him to come, 
and receive them unto himself! 

The whde conduct of the disciples is extremely natu-^ 
ral, whether we consider their ardent gaze after their 
ascending Lord, their immediate obedience to the sug- 
gestion of the angels, or the manner in which they 
were employed on their return "from the mount called 
Olivet f and had it been our happiness to have been thus 
eye-witnesses of our Lord's ascension, and to have heard 
his actual promise of sending the Comforter, we should 
doubtless have shared their feelings. We may be in- 
clined to think that in being thus highly favoured, they 
enjoyed a happiness of which we cannot partake — ^we 
may think that we can know nothing of their feelings 
on this most interesting occasion. But no, my brethren ! 
though we did not actually see the Lord ascend — ^though 
we have not heard with our own ears the question and 
assurance of the angels — though we cannot personally 
join in the prayer and supplication of Mary and the 
brethren of Jesus — ^yet, " every one of us here alive 
this dutf is as much interested in the event — is address- 
ed in the text as much as the men of Galilee — and 
ought to share their feelings, through faith in the word 

p2 
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of God, for we ttalk by faith not by sight. Indeed the 
language of our liturgy proves that we are so — '' O God 
the king of glory, who hast exalted thine only Son 
Jesus Christ with great triumph into thy kingdom in 
heaven ; we beseech thee, leave us not comfortless, but 
send thine Holy Ghost to comfort us, and exalt us to 
the same place whither our Saviour Christ is gone 
before.''* Surely this prayer breathes the same spirit 
as those that burst from the lips of the assembled dis- 
ciples — and every time we profess to believe ^^ that he 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty, and that from thence 
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead," we 
do share their feelings^-if at least, when we make this 
confession with our mouths, our hearts are but sincere. 
Every true and sincere Christian who reflects upon what 
he is saying, never repeats this portion of the creed ynth- 
out feeling assured by the ascension of Jesus Christ 
into heaven, that he was truly the Son of God — ^he 
learns to look up to him as a conqueror, " mighty to 
save,** who has *' the keys of hell and of death f as an 
intercessor at the right hand of God, pleading his own 
death and merits as the purchase of our souls ; and 
also, as his ixAxixejiLdge, who shall so come in like man- 
ner, as the men of Galilee saw him go into heaven. 
This was the fact, which the angels pressed upon the 
minds of the disciples, and to which I particularly wish 
to fix your attention ; namely, the certainty of that 
great and awful day, ** when every eye shall see him, 
and they also which pierced him, and all kindreds of the 

* Sunday after Ascension day. 
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earth shall wail because of him!* I can easily believe 
that every one of you is ready to say that you know 
the day of judgment is approaching^ and that we must 
all appear before the judgment seat of Christ ; and that 
tremendous scene be realized which St. John beheld in 
the spirit ; and saw '' the dead, small and great, stand 
before God, and the books were opened ; and another 
book was opened which is the book of life, and the dead 
were Judged out of those things which were xvritten in 
the books, according to their works. And the sea gave 
up the dead which were in it, and death and hell gave 
up the dead which were in them, and they were judged 
every man according to their works** This great and 
awful truth you may tell me that you believe, but 
then how is it that so many people live, as if they did 
not believe it, or at least, as if they did not care about 
it ? This is the reason — they do not care about it : — 
it is so far off they, think, that it gives them no care or 
concern. 

Were it in my power to tell you tluit the day of 
judgment would take place to-morrow, what trouble 
and anguish would take hold upon you! you would 
eagerly employ the time till the hour came in preparing 
to meet your God. *' But no man knoweth of that 
hour** And all that he, who is to execute judgment 
upon us, has seen fit to reveal is. Behold, I come as a 
thief ; that is, suddenly, and when men are off their 
guard ; and therefore he added this caution, '' blessed 
is he that watcheth and keepeth his garments, lest he 
walk naked, and tJiey behold his shame** But knoz^ 
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this, said he^ (as we read in St. Matthe Vs Gospel)* 
'^ That if the goad man ofthehouse had known in what 
watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and 
would not have steered his house to be broken up. 
Therefore be ye also ready, for in such an hour as ye 
think not, the Son of Man comethr Rea^d that 24th chap- 
ter of St. Matthew's Gospel carefully, and I am sure you 
will no longer be negligent or careless ; it is so plain 
and so easy to be understood, that if any thing can 
rouse you to guard against the danger that arises from 
carelessness — carelessness almost amounting to infideUty 
— ^it will do it. And with this plain warning before them, 
whom will they have to blame, if when the judgment is 
set and the hooks are opened, any of you find that the 
door of heaven is shut *against them, as it was against 
the foolish virgins ? It is one great peculiarity of that 
judgment, that the condemned will not' only be obliged 
to confess the justice of their sentence, but will be com* 
pelled to bear witness against themselves. By your 
own words you will he justified or condemned — ^by your 
own thoughts, and your own actions. A record of 
every one of them is kept in heaven ; they are all noted 
down in *' the books!' and are had in everlasting remem- 
brance, and will all be reported. It is no agreeable 
thing you well know, to be called to appear before an 
earthly judge, and to be examined concerning your ac- 
tions or your words on any particular point, unless you 
can fully prove your innocency. But consider, before 
the Judge of quick and dead, your whole life will be 
examined ! things which no one knows but yourself 

• XXIV. 43. 
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will be brought to light ; things which you have long 
ago forgotten will be recalled to your recollection — 
iMngs which gained for you the praise of men will then 
be stripped of their apparent merit, and will be shewn to 
have been done only to obtain that praise ; not fi;om 
the love of God, or from any pure and virtuous mo- 
tive. Oh ! which of us can bear to look forward to 
that day when all our secret sins shall be revealed — ^whea 
all our open ones, though now by us forgotten, shall be 
proclaimed. We may well say with Balaam, **who 
shall live when God doeth this ?" Were he only to 
scrutinize your conduct for a single day, would it not 
fill you with deepest shame to hear it all proclaimed 
before the . assembled multitude of men and angels ? 
Only suppose, that even before the small number of 
your fellow creatures who are now assembled here 
-i— suppose I say, that even before this small num- 
ber, God should now arraign any one of you, and call 
you to account for what you have done, or said, or 
thought to day, from the moment when the light burst 
upon your view to the present hour ! Could you telJ 
him that your thoughts had first been those of gratitude 
to him, for having preserved you through the perils and 
dangers of the past night — ^that your words were those 
oi praise y for having been brought in safety to the be- 
ginning of another day, and of prayer that he would 
keep you in all your ways, and guide you with his Holy 
Spirit ? Could you tell him that you rejoiced in his 
Holy Sabbath, and that you had come now into his 
Temple to worship him, to give him thanks, and to 
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shew forth your lave to, and your confidence in, him ? 
Or must you not perhaps confess that you have done 
none of these things, and that your very attendance m 
his Holy Temple arises only from custom, or from curi- 
osity, if not from some other motive no better than these? 
Oh! reflect my brethren, that this account must one day 
be given, as sure as God is in heaven and we on earth. 
Will you then no longer care about the day of Christ^ 
re-appearance ? And shall its distance at all lessen its 
importance in your eyes ? A thousand years are in 
God's sight but as a day ; and the longest life ap- 
pears only like a dream, when men find themselves at 
the close of it. Men, I know, talk of the day of judg- 
ment as coolly as they do of the commonest a£^rs of 
life ; but I have tried to shew you why it is a subject 
that can never enter into the mind of a serious man, 
without producing the most lively emotions. No man 
can look upon the subject as I have now set it before 
you, without praying, as St. Paul prayed for Onesiphorus 
that he may Jind mercy of the Lord in that day. But 
what reason has any one of us to entertain such a hope ? 
whose love has been made m perfect, that we may ham 
boldness in the day of judgment ; whose conduct has 
been so filially obedient, that he can come boldly unto 
the throne of Grace, and cry Abba Father 9 Prodigals 
as we are, are we also repentant ? have we come to 
ourselves ? whence then arise our hopes of jinixRg 
mercy in that day 9 From the language of the angds 
to the men of Galilee, '' Tim same^esus which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in tike 
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manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.'' This ex- 
pectation is, as we have seen, the source of a holy and 
purifying jfear, but it is also a source of an animating 
and lively hope. Fearful as will be the proceedings of 
the day of judgment — ^awfiil as will be the presence of 
I(im that shall sit upon the '^ great white throne ** — 
yet still it is that same Jesus whom they saw ascend — 
that same Jesus who came to save his people from 
their sins, who was delivered for our offisnces, and 
rose again for Our justification — ^that same Jesus who 
knows our infirmities, and will in judgment remem- 
ber mercy. Yes! if there is any thing that can 
give the penitent sinner comfort in looking forward 
to the day of judgment, it is the assurance of the 
text, that the Judge will be his Redeemer ; for the 
Father himself judgeth no man, but hath committed 
all judgment unto the Son. Hear this, ye that are 
truly sorry for your sins ; to whom the remembrance 
of them is grievous, and the burden of them intoler- 
able. Remepiber that he who shall pass sentence 
upon you, is the gracious being who came to save you 
by his own blood — ^who now liveth to pray the Father 
for you — ^and through whose intercession and blood your 
prayers shall be heard, and your " sins forgiven!* — 
** Though they were as scarlet they shall be white as 
snow, though they be red like crimspn they shall be as 
wool ; for let the mcked forsake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts, and, let him return unto the 
Lord and he will Ha/oe mercy upon him, and unto our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon,*' — that is, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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Bat let no man suppose that this comfbrtaMe as- 
surance gives any license to sin^ that, because the Sa- 
viour will be the Judge, therefore he will pardon those 
** who sin of malicious wickedness^ 

We cannot, I conceive, do greater dishonour to our 
Redeemer than by doubting his mercy, and good wiU 
towards us. We cannot prove our want of confidence 

. in his power, and in the efficacy of his great atonement 
more effectually, than by entertaining thoughts of his 
unwillingness to receive us on our sincere repentance. 
But at the same time, we shall find that we have but 
deceived our own souh if we expect pardon on any 
other terms than on the condition of repentance, and 
amendment of life. For what, though the Saviour be 
the Judge — ^who will be so severe a Judge as an offended 
and slighted Saviour ? At his wrath, says Jeremiah, 
the earth shall tremble, and the nations shall not he able 
to abide his indignation. Kiss the Sxm then, lest he he 
angry, and so ye perish from the right way, for if his 

' wrath be kindled (yea but a little) — So fearful you see 
was the consequence, that David appears unable to 
express it ; but he turns to the brighter view of the 
subject, and concludes his exhortation with saying, 
" blessed are all they that put their trust in himP And 
none else, my brethren, shall be blessed in the day of 
his coming — ^none but those, who,, truly repenting of 
their sins, look up to him for pardon — ^none but those 
who, striving to obey him, look up to him for strength 
to enable them to persevere in the right way, and pass 
the time of their sojourning here in fear. '^ Wherefore, 
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beloved, seeing ye look for such things, be diligent, that 
ye may be found of him in peace mthout spot and blame- 
less. Gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and 
hope to the end for the grace that is brought unto you 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ as obedient children, 
not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts 
in your ignorance ^ but as he that hath called you is Holy, 
so be ye Holy in all manner of conversation,*' for thus 
alone can you ever hope to be where Christ now reign- 
eth, at the right hand of God the Father — ^to whom, 
with the Holy Ghost, three persons and one God, let 
us ascribe,, as is most due, all honour, power, praise, 
might, majesty, and dominion, henceforth and for ever. 



THE END. 



* Printed by John Harrison, 
Bfanchtster. 



ERRATA. 



Page 34 line 6 dele comma after deprecate. 

66 .. 17 after **by" insert their. 

73 .. 21 for "hath" read gave, 

95 .. 17 dele "among them." 

115 .. 4 for "contrition" read conTiction. 

135 .. 19 for "he" read be. 

178 .. 6 after " sensibilities " insert of the human heart. 

188 .. 14 /or "were" read was. 

198 .. 29 after "for" insert us. 



